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THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TRUTH.' 



Jeremiah v. 3. 

" O Lord, are not Thine eyes upon the truth ? " 

The prophet here sets forth God^s knowledge of 
the heart of man. He looks through all dis- 
guises, and lays bare all their pretences. " Though 
they say, The Lord liveth; surely they swear 
falsely;'^ y^t He is not deceived, "to whom all 
hearts are open.'* In His loving-kindness He had 
chastened them, to bring them to a better mind. 
"Thou hast stricken them, but they have not 
grieved; Thou hast consumed them, but they 
have refused to receive correction." Chastise- 
ment only revealed their hypocrisy. 

I. Beware, therefore, dear brethren, of self- 
deceit, for you cannot deceive God. Tou may 
blind yourself, and you may blind others, but 
God you cannot deceive. The prophets may 
prophesy falsely, and the priests may bear rule 
by their means (ver. 31) ; but through all the 
complications of our deceitful hearts, one patient, 
piercing eye penetrates, tracing every turn of the 
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2 THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TRrTH. 

subtle maze of human falsehood^ and pronounces 
it "a wonderful and a horribk thing" (ver. 30). 
Take this home to your heart ; try to realize it. 
See how all double-dealing, all flattery of self 
and others in the ways of sin, appear in the eye 
of God. It is "horrible/' ^'wonderful!'' Ahab is 
more hateful than Jehu. Judas betraying Christ 
with a kiss is more awful than Herod with his 
men of war, setting Him at naught. 

II. But, dear brethren^ there is a more en- 
couraging view of these words : " Lord, are not 
Thine eyes upon the truth?'* We may take them 
apart from the false professors of the time of 
Jeremiah, and view them in their relation to less 
depraved hearts. These blessed words are true, 
not only for the self-deceiver, who would fain 
cloke his inmost thoughts from the eye of God 
Himself; but they are true also for the honest 
and single-eyed seeker for the light, who prays, 
" Trt/ me, Ood, and seek the ground of my heart ; 
prove me, and examine my thoughts.'* God's eyes 
are upon the truth. Whatever there is of truth 
in us. He sees it, He recognizes it. Every true 
purpose of amendment, every sincere desire for a 
higher life, every honest eflbrt to overcome tempt- 
ation, stands out clearly and distinctly before Him. 
Much that is good in the hearts of the timid and 
weak may be hidden from the eye of man, by 
wanderings and failures; but deep down in the 
heart God sees the little seed of good, and marks 
the spring of life within. When Nicodemus 
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THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TRUTH. 6 

came to Jesus by night he was not repelled as a 
€k)war(i. Some teachers might have rejected him^ 
as unworthy to be taught^ unless he would come 
boldly by daylight and defy the scorn and enmity 
of the Pharisees and doctors of the law. But 
Jesus saw in his first timid advance the germ of 
that courage which should be hereafter shown 
when "he wenf boldly "to Pilate, and begged 
the body of Jesus ^' (Matt, xxvii. 58), at a time 
when His avowed disciples held back. Again, 
when the doubting father of the unhappy child 
possessed with a dumb spirit, besought our Lord, 
"If Thou canst do anything, have compassion 
upon us and help us," instead of resenting the 
doubt Jesus encouraged his wavering faith, until 
the father of the child cried out with tears, 
"Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief" 
(Mark ix. 24, 25). The gracious eyes of Jesus 
were fixed upon the little spark of true faith 
which lay almost hidden in the doubting, trem- 
bling heart of this anguish-stricken man ; and by 
His gentle, patient treatment He drew forth the 
deep reality of faith tempered by humility, which 
is shown in the words of the sufferer, " Help Thou 
mine unbelief,'* When Peter, despising the warn- 
ing of his gracious Master, broke his promise, and 
three times denied his Lord, we read that " Jesus 
turned, and looked upon Peter." What, then, 
did He see ? Not the cowardice only, nor the ael/ish- 
neas (which any one might have seen) ; nor did He 
see only iSiepremmption which had led to these sins, 
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4 THE BYES OF GOD UPON THE TBUTH. 

though that was visible enough. No; His eyes 
were '* upon the truth.*^ He saw the hard struggle ; 
He saw the new-born repentance; He saw the 
fountain of bitter tears which were so soon to 
burst forth ; He saw the first buddings of those 
resolutions which were to bring forth a nobler, 
braver, yet humbler life. He saw the root of 
love which still Uved in that bruised and broken 
heart. When even the loving Paul could see in 
Mark, ''who departed from them in Pamphilia, 
and went not to the work,'' nothing but a vacil- 
lating spirit and a feeble will, He whose eyes are 
'' upon the truth, " discerned in him at least the 
rudiments of those graces which made him '' pro- 
fitable to St. Paul, for the ministry." 

Thus does the All-seeing eye discern the true 
state of every humble heart. Thus are all our 
secret thoughts, the faintest workings of our wills 
and affections, ''naked and open in the eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do.'' He sees the 
pervading evil in the slave of sin, in spite of 
all deceptions, whether self^eceptions or wilful 
hypocrisy. He sees the true and upright purpose 
in the "honest and good heart." He sees the 
better aspirations, the new longings after holiness, 
the first formations of a nobler purpose in the 
heart too long given to the world or the flesh. 
He sees it to cherish and to invigorate it. He sees 
the mingling of the baser motives in the right 
actions of His servants. He sees it to chasten 
and restrain. "Oh Lord, are not Thine eyes 
upon the truth P " 
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THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TEUTH. 5 

What profit, then, is it thus, my brethren, to 
eall to mind, and think over, the all-piercing truth 
of the eye of God P What do we gain by realiz- 
ing His knowledge of our inmost heart? 

In the first place it deepens bur adoration. 
How can we do otherwise than to tremble before 
that awful knowledge which thus searches out 
our spirits P — ^which marks in their true colours 
all our ways of vanity, and lays bare all our little 
self-deceptions P We exclaim, with the Psalmist, 
" Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; I cannot 
attain unto it" We feel our own vileness, our 
natural falsehood, the deceitfulness of our hearts, 
while we magnify His truth. His purity. His 
wisdom. 

Secondly, the thought of God's perfect know- 
ledge of our heart brings us nearer to Him ; it 
makes us feel that He is our only hope, our only 
; refuge. Since we cannot escape Him, what can we 
do but fly to Him for help P " Whither shall I 
go from Thy Spirit ; or whither shall I go from 
Thy presence P'' expresses well our sense of the 
impossibility of escaping or deceiving Him. Since, 
then, we cannot hide ourselves from Him, we 
must hide ourselves in Him. Since we can have 
no secrets which His eye discemeth not, we had 
better spread our little meannesses before Him, 
and beseech Him to wipe them all away, and to 
ennoble us with His free Spirit. 

In the third place, the consideration that 
" God's eyes are upon the truth *' should be the 
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6 THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TRUTH. 

greatest possible encouragement to us in our 
endeavours after self-improvement. We fail so 
often, and so often only half fulfil our best in- 
tentions, that man, who sees nothing but the 
outward act, often misjudges us, to our great 
discouragement. Nay, more, we ourselves almost 
doubt our own sincerity, when we see how far 
short our deeds fall below our promises. At such 
times it is our comfort to know that " God is 
greater than our hearts^ and knoweth all things.^* 
Whatever portion of true sincerity is in us. He 
knows better even than we know ourselves. 

While our eyes are fixed upon the first failure, 
or at least our half-fulfilled resolution. He sees 
the final victory, the glorious perfection of all- 
subduing grace. He sees the truth that is of His 
own implanting. He watches the putting forth 
of the tender blade, not with a mere gaze of 
observation ; He nourishes it with the dew of His 
blessing. He warms it with the sun of His love, 
until the ear is developed, and the full corn of the 
ear yields the harvest of eternal life. 

4. Again, the eyes of God are upon the truth, 
and as we think upon it, and bring it home to 
ourselves, we also may learn to love the truth. 
We pray God to search and try our hearts, that 
we may know ourselves the better. We lay 
before Him all our deceits and double-dealings, 
that He may bring them to the light, and show 
them to us such as they really are, and to make 
us hate them, and turn from them. We love 
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THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TRUTH. 7 

that He should mark in us whatsoever is pleasing 
in His sight — the genuine fruit of His Spirit, in 
order that the answer of a good conscience may 
be ours, by the witness of His Spirit with our 
spirits. 

III. But we must not leave this subject with- 
out dwelling upon a still higher and more blessed 
sense, in which the eyes of God ^^ are upon the 
truthy" to all His redeemed children, who abide in 
His love. The face of His Anointed One, who is 
very "Truth" itself, is the only object in this 
fallen world on which the All-seeing eyes can 
rest with perfect satisfaction : " Thou art My 
beloved Sod, in whom I am well pleased." If 
His image be found in us, then we can bear the 
eye of God, not otherwise. If we be found in 
Him, resting upon Him by faith, cleaving to Him 
in love, joined to Him in an everlasting covenant, 
then are we the sons of God, beloved of the Father, 
for His dear Son^s sake. 

Thus, then, does the consideration of God^s 
all-seeing eye draw us up again unto Himself, 
not as mere natural men, meeting that eye from 
which they cannot escape, but as redeemed sinners, 
washed in the blood of the Lamb, accepted in the 
Lord our righteousness, and prepared to see with 
loving eyes Him who is altogether lovely. 

This view of the meaning of the text serves, as 
we dwell upon it, to deepen and hallow those 
practical lessons which I have endeavoured to set 
before you. If Christ is indeed our only true life, 
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8 THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TRUTH. 

and if God sees us as living children only in Him^ 
how awful is that vain profession without true 
faith in Him, or love for Him — a profession which 
may impose upon others, which may even deceive 
ourselves, but which cannot unite us to Christ, and 
which therefore cannot make us well-pleasing to 
Him whose eyes are upon the truth. 

If, on the other hand, we are sincere ; if we are 
really trying earnestly to love our Saviour, and to 
keep His commandments, then how blessed an 
encouragement it is to feel that the eyes of Q-od 
are upon the truth in us ; that is, upon our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, who dwells within us by 
His Spirit. If we have true faith, though it be 
weak, God sees not the weakness ; His eyes are 
upon Him who, by even that weak faith, is made 
our own. God sees us, not as we are in our- 
selves, but as we are renewed in His likeness, 
who died for our sins, and rose again for our 
justification. 

It is thus, also, that in our Lord Jesus Christ 
we may most surely learn to see that truth which 
is ever clear and whole beneath the eye of God. 
If we could see simply all our sinfulness and 
misery as God sees it, the sight would be more 
than we could bear. The sight of our sins would 
be as terrible to us as it would be to a man gazing 
down a dreadftd precipice, as the earth was giving 
way beneath his feet I But if we see ourselves as 
we trust that God sees us, delivered from going 
down to the pit, because he has found a ransom — 
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THE EYES OP GOD UPON THE TRUTH. y 

then we may look down into the depths without 
the horrible dread of falling headlong, since the 
Almighty arm upholds us. We may search out 
all our sins, and confess them without further 
defilement, because it is thus that we wash away 
their deepest stains in the blood of Christ. If, 
therefore, it is in Christ alone that we can safely 
behold the deep sinfulness of our own hearts and 
lives, much more in Him alone can we see the 
truth of holiness, pureness, and wisdom. As in 
His blood the stain of repented sin is done away, 
and as by His all-availing atonement the guilt of 
sin is removed, so by the grace of His Spirit must 
the veil be taken away from our eyes, that we may 
see what is good and right in His sight. 

All that God sees in us of sincerity He sees as 
the fruit of that True Vine, into which He has 
grafted us. All that we see of true holiness, true 
beauty, true wisdom, we see by the grace which 
is given to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
His pure and spotless life we behold the perfec- 
tion of goodness. Look at His holy childhood! 
It is there that Christian children see the truth of 
holy earnestness in God's works, combined with 
meek submission of an earthly parent's will. 

See Him as He comes to man's estate, healing 
the sick, comforting the mourners ; it is there we 
see the blessedness of true charity. 

Listen to Him teaching the ignorant : it is by 
these gracious words that we learn to discern the 
truth; that truth of which He said, "If ye 
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10 THE EYES OF GOD UPON THE TEUTH. 

continue in My word, then are ye My disciples 
indeed; and ye shall know the tinith, and the 
truth shall make you free '* (John viii. 31, 32). 

Watch Him learning to bear His sore trials 
with unmurmuring patience : it is there that we 
behold Divine resignation. 

Behold Him rising from the dead, glorious; 
follow Him ascending into heaven triumphantly : 
there we see goodness in its final victory over 
evil. " Lord, Thine eyes are upon the truth." 
Open then our eyes, as Thou didst open the eyes 
of the servant of Elisha (2 Kings vi. 17), that we 
also may behold the truths and love it. 

To sum up: God's eyes are upon the truth. 
He sees every sin, even the most hidden. Fear 
therefore to sin, even secretly. God sees every 
good thought, therefore persevere. He sees thee 
as thou art; therefore be honest and sincere. He 
sees thee, not as unkind, uncharitable neighbours 
see thee ; therefore do not despair. He sees the 
truth, pure and perfect in Christ. In Him, there^ 
forej hide thyself y that thou mayest be pure, and 
good, and true in Him, And as thou abidest in 
Him, gaze lovingly and faithfully upon Him, that 
thou also mayest see and love for ever that truth 
which is precious in the sight of God. 
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John vi. 66—68. 

" M'Om that time mamj of His disciples went hack, and 
walked no more with Him. Then said Jesus unto 
the twelve, Will ye also go away ? Then Simon 
Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go ? 
Thou hast the words of eternal life.^^ 

" Will ye also go away ? " These pleading words 
were spoken not for those twelve only, but for 
every heart here that has ever heard the loving 
voice of Jesus. The Son of man came to seek 
and to save that which was lost. He beheld us 
wandering in sin 'tod error as sheep scattered 
upon the mountains; and, leaving the angels 
which never fell, He sought us out and found us, 
in our misery ; and, of His tender mercy and deep 
love. He remembered us among His redeemed 
flock. If we leave Him, if we turn again to 
"wander through all the mountains, and upon 
every high hill," a prey to " all the beasts of the 
field " (Ezek. xxxiv. 5, 6), we rob Him of the fruit 
of the travail of His soul ; we grieve His tender 
heart; and, because He cannot bear to see us 
2] 
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Z BACKSLIDING. 

perish after He has rescued us at the cost of so 
great suflfering, He pleads with us earnestly, " Will 
ye also go away ? *' 

let us listen, dear brethren, to His pleading 
voice, and so learn to feel more deeply the wicked- 
ness and the misery of the backslider. 

Holy Scripture and our consciences combine to 
show us that to forsake the service of God, after 
we have once entored upon it, is a greater sin than 
to reject it from the first. St. Peter says dis- 
tinctly, speaking of those who had received the 
gospel, " It had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered imto them " (1 Peter ii. 26). And 
of those who finally fall away from the faith it is 
said, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that they 
" crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 
put Him to an open shame" (Heb. vi. 6). "As 
I live, saith the Lord God, Sodom thy sister hath 
not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, 
thou and thy daughters*' (Ezek. xvi. 48). 

And again, the sin of Judah is represented as 
greater than the sin of Israel, because she rejected 
greater grace, and abused higher privileges. 
"Backsliding Israel hath justified herself more 
than treacherous Judah" (Jer. iii. 11). And 
why P Because among the people of Judah the 
true worship of God was retained for many genera- 
tions ; her people were ruled by righteous kings, 
the sanctuary of God was in their holy city, the 
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Paschal Lamb was offered among them, and the 
daily sacrifice remained; yet from all this they 
turned away, forsaking the living God, and giving 
themselves to idolatry. 

Even so among ourselves^ — ^if we have known the 
loye of God, and experienced the power of His 
grace ; if we have received His merciful forgive- 
ness, and of our own free-will undertaken His 
service, how great must be our sin if we again 
enrpl ourselves under the banners of His great 
enemy I ''He that despised Moses' law died 
without mercy • . . Of how much sorer punish- 
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite imto the Spirit of grace?'* 
(Heb. X. 28, 29.) 

But not only does the backslider bear a heavier 
load of guilt than those who have never known 
peace with God ; his misery has a peculiar bitter- 
ness because, having once known spiritual joy in 
the Lord, the pleasures of sin tdll not satisfy him ; 
having partaken of the heavenly manna, his higher 
sense revolts against the coarser food of earth, 
even while his lower appetites crave their accus- 
tomed indulgence. "The backslider in heart," 
says the wise man, ''shall be filled with his own 
ways " (Prov, xiv. 14) ;■ and what are those ways 
but the ways of d jiath P Let him seek never so 
much to ^own the recollection of what he has 
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4 BACKSLIDING. 

been, and whence lie has fallen, yet the conscious- 
ness of his miserable deterioration will haunt him 
in loneliness and silence, and fill him with florae 
and fear. Even m his seemingly gayest hours 
his soul is overshadowed, and the light of peace is 
darkened within him. He cannot be thoughtless; 
he cannot be careless ; he can no more rid himself 
of anxiety and the sense of guilt, than the dreaming 
murderer can wash his hands clean of the damning 
blood-stains. 

If such be the misery and guilt of those who 
turn from Christ, what remains but that we shoidd 
turn to the all-merciful Saviour, and hear His 
loving invitation: "Will ye also go away?'* 
Surely you will reply with St. Peter, " Lord, to 
whom shall we go P " If we go to the world, its 
highest honours, its most fascinating pleasures, 
will not satisfy the immortal spirit which Aew once 
been raised above the world, and on the Moimt of 
Transfiguration, in the glorious light of joy and 
love which shine from the Redeemer's face, has 
exclaimed — " It is good for us to be here ^' 
(Matt. xvii. 4). If we turn to the flesh, the 
bitterness of remorse will be the abiding taste of 
every. cup of pleasure. To whomsoever we go, if 
we turn away from Christ, we shall surely hear 
within our inmost soul the solemn doom : ^^ Thine 
oum wickedness shall correct thee, and thy back- 
slidings shall reprove thee : know therefore and see 
thut it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast for- 
saken the Lord thy God'* (Jer. ii. 19). 
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Let US, then, beware of the first backward steps. 
For we must not forget backsliding, as distin- 
guished from a sudden &.11 (such as St. Peter^s, 
* when he denied his Lord under the pressure of 
fear), is a gradual process ; and is therefore the 
more dangerous, because we are far gone from 
peace with God before we are aware of it. Let 
us trace the steps of those " disciples " who from 
that time *' went back, and walked no more with 
Him.'' 

We read, in the forty-first verse of this chapter, 
that the Jews murmured at Jesus, because He 
said, "I am the Bread which came down from 
heaven." And that these Jews were believers we 
cannot doubt; for they are evidently the same 
persons who said, as we read in the fourteenth 
verse : " This is of a truth that prophet that should 
come into the worW^ They are the same who 
(having witnessed His marvellous power in the 
miracle of the loaves) would have made Him a 
King ; who, when they found that He had crossed 
the sea, took shipping, and came to Capernaum, 
seeking for Jesus, and who had inquired of our 
Lord, " What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God?'' (vers. 16, 24, 28). First, 
then, they murmured because He said that He was 
the Bread which came down from heaven. Next, 
they " strove among themselves, saying, Kow can 
this man give us His flesh to eat P " Again they 
said of His further exposition of the same truths, 
"This is an hard saying; who can hear it?" 
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6 BACKSLIDING* 

And lastly, when He taught them their own help- 
lessness, and the sovereignty of God, " No man 
can come to me, except it were given him of my 
Father," "many of them went back, and walked 
no more with Him/' 

It would seem, at first sights as though back- 
sliding in these days were brought about by very 
different causes ; and yet, if we observe them more 
closely, we shall see that it is essentially the same. 
Men draw back commonly because they find it 
more difficult to be religious than they expected, 
and therefore they grow weary of the struggle. 
In the first fervour of a newly-kindled hope, when 
sin was felt to be horrible, it seemed as if to serve 
God, to keep His commandments, and to look for- 
ward to the heavenly reward, would be easy and 
natural: that is, they expected that their nature 
would accord with their new hopes and their noble 
aspirations. They were not prepared to carry on 
a continual contest with the remaining infection 
of nature. Finding that God will save them only 
by imparting to them a higher nature, continually 
renewed and strengthened by the true Heavenly 
Bread, and that this gift of a new nature involves 
a continual warfare, so that (in the words of the 
Apostle) " the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and 
the spirit against the flesh " — they draw back, 
Alas! they do not love to be wholly renewed, 
unless it could be done without a struggle, easily, 
simply, naturally; without self-denial^ without 
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self-conquest in the power of Christ's nature 
imparted to them. 

In Kke manner they revolt from the doctrine 
of spiritual influence, expressed in the words, 
"except the Father, which hath sent Jfs, draw 
him** If they could walk with Christ, and yet 
at the same time go their own way, and the worlcFs 
way, they would gladly do so. But they do not 
like to be drawn back from following the bent of 
their own hearts. They do not love to be led 
from the broad, self-pleasing road^ and to be 
guided through the strait gate, and along the 
narrow way that leadeth unto life. 

I believe that many cases of backsliding may 
be traced to, first, a reluctance to close communion 
with Christ, such as the feeding spiritually on His 
body and blood involves; and secondly, a con- 
fiding in self, instead of in the grace and power 
of God. Take, for example, a case which is by 
no means uncommon. One who has hitherto lived 
without deep religious thought, is aroused from 
his careless life by some sudden calamity ; or by 
some secret influence, the fear of God's wrath 
overshadows his heart; or some word of the 
preacher, like a barbed arrow, pierces the armour 
of selfish indifference, and cannot lightly be drawn 
out again from the wound; or, by some severe 
disappointment, he discovers how impossible it is 
that his soul can be satisfied with the good things 
of this life. Thus the desire of heavenly joys is 
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kindled within him, and the love of Christ warms 
his higher affections. 

But it is in the very nature of first impressions 
to grow weaker. Who does not know the differ- 
ence between the first k^n joy in some newly- 
discovered treasure, as contrasted with the staid 
and sober feeling with which we think it over in 
a day or two? It is not altogether different 
with religious feelings. The fear which at first 
seems to overwhelm the soul is gradually 
calmed down; and the hope of heaven itself, 
when it becomes a ''hope deferred, maketh the 
heart sick.'' 

But why, dear brethren, should this glorious 
hope, the very beacon of our voyage through life, 
become a "hope deferred P*' It is because by 
absence from Christ we lose the foretaste of the 
hope. By permitting seemingly slight faults to 
pass imcorrected, by carelessness in devotion, by 
allowing ourselves to take too deep an interest in 
the world, our peace is marred, and pur confidence 
in our e^er-present Saviour is weakened. For- 
getting our entire dependence upon His grace, 
and losing the sense of His love, the conscience is 
dulled, presumption follows, the world allures, the 
flesh consents — and we, miserable sinners, fall 
away ! To such a downfall let us ever remember 
that we are continually exposed, unless we abide 
in Christ by a true spiritual union ; and, distrust- 
ing ourselves, let us renew our failing strength, 
as Sampson did, by the sweet honey — the meat 
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that doth not perish, which is yielded by the 
Strong (Judges xiv. 8, 14). 

In guarding ourselves, therefore, against the 
awful danger of backsliding, let us observe a strict 
and conscientious living, m in the sight of Ood, 
so that we may not, by laxity and indifference/ 
alienate our hearts from Christ. 

1. Let us exercise continual watchfulness. 

2. Let us be careful in our daily prayers. 

3. Let UJ3 carefuUy search and try our hearts, 
and, with a clear conscience, draw near to our 
gracious Saviour in the Holy Communion. 

(1) Let us watch against the beginnings of sin ; 
let us guard the very first motions of thought, 
and keep in check the first stirrings of evil desires. 
The soul is like a besieged citadel ; it is of little 
avail to shut out the powerful foe if we let in the 
crafty spy, who, in the silence of the night, will 
open the city gates, and admit the army of the 
enemy. Ah ! how little do we think that eternal 
damnation enters in through the narrow passage of 
indulged imaginations ! 

(2) Again, daily prayer, offered up with rever- 
ence and thoughtfulness, will realize to us our 
dependence upon God, and save us from vain self- 
confidence. For prayer brings us into the very 
presence of God ; and when we are there we feel 
that in Him we live, and move, and have our 
being. 

(3) Frequent Communion should be received, as 
our Lord's own appbinted means for the renewing 
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of our strength. We should not come to the 
Lord's Supper as a mere formal observance; but 
(in the words of the Apostle) receive the " cup of 
blessing " as " the communion of the blood of Christ,*' 
and " the bread which tee break " as " the communion 
of the body of Christ '' (1 Cor. xi. 16). Then shaU 
we find fulfilled in ourselves the promise, " They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they 
sh Jl run, and not be weary ; and they shall walk, 
and not faint" (Isa. xl. 31). 

In conclusion, if there be any one here who is 
conscious that he has gone away from Christ, to 
whom the guilt and the misery which I have 
described as the portion of backsliders is too well 
known by experience, let him not, for that reason, 
despair of the mercy of God. 

Hear the gracious invitation which God ad- 
dresses to you by His prophet, ^^ Return, thou 
backsliding Israel, saith the Lord ; and I will not 
cause mine anger to fall upon you : for I am mer- 
ciful, saith the Lord, and Twill not keep anger for 
ever'' (Jer. iii. 12). 

Have you not learnt, by your own bitter experi- 
ence, to feel most acutely the truth of St. Peter's 
saying, " Lord, to whom shall we go P " For you 
have tried what others can do to make you happy, 
and you know that ^they have miserably failed. 
Listen, then, again to the invitation of your mer- 
ciful Father, "Return, ye backsliding children, 
and I will heal your backslidings ; " and answer, 
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with God's ancient people, "Behold, we come 
unto Thee, for Thou art the Lord our God" 
(Jer. iii. 22). "0 Lord our God, other lords 
beside Thee have had dominion over us : but by 
Thee only will we make mention of Thy name '' 
(Isa. xxvi. 13). 

Surely that Christ only has the words of eternal 
life is not merely a reason why the disciples should 
not go away: it is also a good reason why the 
backslider should return to Him who is his only 
hope. 
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THE MEASURE OF LOVE 



Ephesians iii. 14—19. 

" I hou) my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, that Se would grant you, accord^ 
iny to the riches of Sis glory, to he strengthened 
with might hy His Spirit in the inner man ; that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts hy faith; that ye, 
heing rooted and grounded in love, may he ahle to 
comprehend with all saints what is the hreadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; and to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might he filled with all the goodness of Ood,** 

It is a high and glorious prayer which the 
Apostle offers for the Ephesian converts, and it 
points out to us, dear brethren, a high and glorious 
calling. Oh, is it not our true happiness to have 
Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith? Is it not 
the true end of our being P Is it not the noblest 
thing on earth, that heing rooted and grounded in 
love, we may he able to comprehend {i, e. to grasp, 
to lay hold of, and to see for ourselves), " the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; and to 
3] 
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know the hve of Christy which passeth knowledge f " 
Tea, the love of Christ has surpassed the know- 
ledge even of angels ; for they, as we, desire to 
look into those mysteries. The angels saw the 
fall of man ; they witnessed his first departure 
from God, and they drove him out from paradise. 
Again, the angels saw the electing love of Grod 
shoMrn towards Abraham; and they doubtless 
were the messengers by whom he was called out 
from his own land, and brought into the land of 
Canaan^ God's gifb to him and to his children. 
Again, God's mereiM dealings with His chosen 
people were ministered by angels^ who thus 
became witnesses of His mercy and His g^race. 
But God's love, in Jesus Christ, surpassed even 
their knowledge. Not until it was made known to 
them by the Church, did even the angels know 
that the Gentiles also, the proud and learned 
Greeks, the strong and haughty Romans, the 
poor degraded savages, and we, also, in our heathen 
ignorance should (by God's mercy) he gathered into 
the one fold of the Churchy and embraced in the 
loving arms of the Good Shepherd. . . But now 
this boundless love, which once was strange to 
angels, is made known even unto us ; and we are 
called upon, in the words of the wise and loving 
Paul, "to comprehend, with all saints, the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height ; and to know 
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge. 

The cross is the one measure of the love of Christ. 
Upon its length the body of the pure and spotless 
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One, the loying and merciiM Jesus, was stretched, 
torn, racked, and bleeding. Upon its breadth His 
gracious arms were expanded to embrace "the 
heaven, and the earth, and all that is therein ; " for 
" God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself; " and^.^whosoever will run into His open 
arms will surely find refuge there from all the 
troubles of this life, and from all the overwhelm- 
ing terrors of the next. 

In the depth of the cross of Christ, planted 
lowly in the ground, we see how His infinite 
love descended even to the lowest depths of 
misery, and can therefore comfort and succour us 
under all our afflictions. And in the height of the 
cross, whereon was written, in Hebrew, and Greek, 
and Latin, the inscription, "Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews," we see Him lifting the 
beggar from the dust, and setting him among 
princes; and we see also how it is His will to 
make us kings and priests unto God for ever. 
Even the writing of this inscription in Latin, and 
Qreek, as well as in Hebrew, and stating that it was 
" Jesus of Nazarethy* are not without their mean- 
ing ; they show that this honour is not only for 
the ancient favoured people of God, but for Latins, 
and Greeks, and poor despised Galilaeans and 
Samaritans as well. 

It is a glorious sight upon which the Apostle 
would have us dwell, when he prays that we may 
" be able to comprehend, with all saints, what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 
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and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge." 

Why, then, does he set this glorious sight 
before us P It is that we may leam, by experi- 
ence, the mutual action of love. Christ^s love 
towards us is the cause of our love towards Him ; 
and yet our love is required, that we may com- 
prehend His. Fitly, therefore, does the Apostle 
first pray for the strengthening might of the 
Holy Spirit; and couple that with the gift of 
faith; and then proceed to the rooting and 
grounding in love. For this is ever God's order, 
in dealing with the immortal souls that He has 
created by His word, and redeemed by the precious 
blood of Christ. First cometh hearing, then 
faith ; and the Holy Spirit, pervading all, is given 
in fuller measure when faith is made perfect, and 
passes on into the depth of love. 

The first beginnings of heavenly love within 
the soul take place when the infinite love of Jesus 
first touches the heart. When by faith we stand 
before His cross, and behold the sorrows beyond 
all earthly sorrows which He endured for our 
salvation, then the fire of love is kindled in our 
hearts, and He becomes the object of our love, 
Who alone can satisfy our immortal spirits. Then, 
as deeper meditations open to us more and more 
the depths of His love, our love is also deepened, 
while, al the same time, by heaven-blest afflictions, 
our hearts are softened to receive the impression ; 
and by a more constant obedience the power of 
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faith is strengthened, whereby we hold fast to 
Him who dwells within us, by His Spirit, as the 
fire of love. 

The one great lesson of the passage is this, that 
iove is the very foundation of the Christian life. All 
really good fruit is produced only by those trees 
in the Lord^s garden which are "rooted and 
grounded in love." All alms, deeds, all devo- 
tions, all self-denials ; nay, more, all true know- 
ledge — in fact, all real growth in grace — must be 
rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, or it 
will certainly wither and die under the burning 
heat of trial. But how can we practically im- 
plant deeply in our hearts the love of Christ? 
and how can we train the heavenly plant when it 
is once rooted there P Thank God, we may do 
much, trusting in the Holy Spirit, and referring 
all graces to His indwelling might. We can 
sanctify all that we think, and say, and do, by the 
memory of His loving-kindness. We can set 
apart special seasons for a more careful, calmer, 
deeper meditation on His love — reading, marking, 
learning, and inwardly digesting the records of 
His love. 

Let us, then, now in the stillness of God^s 
house, recount His love as here set forth by the 
Apostle. Let us see whether we cannot stamp 
more clearly on our minds a separate image of 
each aspect of His love, as here set forth ; and so 
approach more nearly to measuring the immeasur^ 
able, and to knowing that which passeth knowledge. 
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1. In " the breadth " of His Divine love the 
blessed Saviour embraces doubtless all His crea- 
tureSy but more especially all those who partake 
that nature which He assumed. When He was 
made man He became the Eedeemer of aU man- 
kind. " God so loved the world, that he gave His 
only begotten Son, that tchosoever believoth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
His redemption was not restricted to the Jews, as 
the self-righteous Pharisees would fain have flat-* 
tered themselves ; nor are His mercies now shut 
up within the pale of one infallible Churchy as the 
Eomanists proudly boast. It is not for those only 
who believe themselves " elect " that Christ died. 
Oh, no, my brethren, the love of Christ is far wider 
than the narrow heart of selfish men is willing to 
allow ! Nothing but wilful imbelief and deliberate 
rebellion can cut off any true penitent from the 
love of Him that passeth knowledge. Miserable, 
then, are those that try to fence in that love, and 
so '^ make sad the heart of the righteous, whom 
God hath not made sad.'' Miserable are they in 
their folly ; but, thank God, they cannot succeed. 
Oh no ! as well might we put limits to the ocean, 
and say to rolling flood, "Hitherto shalt thou 
come, and no further," as to try to fence in the 
boundless love of God in Jesus Christ. No longer 
is there Jew, or Greek, barbarian, Scythian, bond 
or free, but all are embraced in one holy brother- 
hood in the love of Christ, if they be willing to 
accept His love. Dream notj then, poor despond- 
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ing brother or sister, that thou art beyond the 
reach of His love. If thy trembling heart yearns 
towards Him, He will, in His own good time, 
reveal Himself to thee in the breadth of His all- 
embracing love. 

" The length." All through the eternal ages 
did the loving Saviour look forward to the hour 
when love should show itself in its fulness on the 
cross. Before the world was, He said, " Lo, I 
come.'' He is Alpha and Omega^ the beginning 
and the end, the first and the last. 

Sehold Him, as He hung upon the cross, the 
central point of love ! The efficacy of that precious 
sacrifice, and therefore the love which prompted it, 
reached hack to the first sin, even that which was 
committed in paradise : it centred in the penitent 
thief^ who hung beside Him ; it looked forward to 
the last contrite-hearted sinner that the world 
will see before the judgment day ! 

Yes, even in the midst of His severest agony 
He looked all doMm the coming ages, and saw the 
poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind pressing 
into the kingdom, and seeking consolation and 
rest in His love. AU sighs, all tears, aU earnest 
resolutions, all true self-denials He saw and 
loved. 

Again^ the length of Christ's love is seen in His 
long-suffering patience, wherewith He bears with 
us through all our sinful lives. 

The depth. In the depth of His love He tasted 
the deepest of aU hxmian miseries, that He might 



Digitized 



by Google 



8 THE MEASURE OF LOVE. 

be able to feel for them with the depth of a most 
tender sympathy. " Deep calleth unto deep ; '' the 
deep of man's misery to the deep of God's mercy, 
and from the depth of His love the gracious 
Saviour sends an answer of peaces 

Again, there are none who have fallen so low, 
either in circumstances or character, as to be 
excluded from His love. Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom went seven devils, received Christ's love 
into her heart. The publican, who dared not so 
much as lift up his eyes to heaven, was yet re- 
vived by the inbreathing of pardoning love. 
The poor beggar Lazarus, ragged, and full of 
sores, despised of man, and cared for only by the 
dogs, was yet beloved of angels, whose hearts 
reflect the boundless love which beams on them 
from the face of God. Not even the man who 
had the legion, and wore no clothes, who had his 
dwelling among the tombs, was shut out from the 
love of Christ. 

The height of Christ^s love. It reacheth even to 
the heaven of heavens. *' As the Father loveth 
Me, even so love I you." The love of Jesus is 
the golden chain which links us to the throne of 
God. By His love we are made partakers of the 
Divine, nature j His exalted love was not satisfied 
merely to restore sinful man to the condition from 
which he had fallen : but, by so marvellous a 
mystery of Divine love was our redemption 
wrought, that the fallen nature which He had 
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taken to Himself is exalted above every created 
being. Nothing would satisfy Him who descended 
into the prison-house of our fallen humanity but 
that the prisoners should be raised from their 
dungeon to be highly exalted in the palace of the 
King of kings. 

Behold then, dear brethren, with loving thank- 
fulness, the glorious spectacle of self-denying 
love. See it in all its breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height. Gaze lovingly and thankfully 
on all-suffering love, as manifested upon the cross, 
and then raising your eyes, even to the throne of 
God, behold that same Incarnate Love seated on 
the right hand of God in the fulness of bliss. 
Then, as that love enters into your heart, you will 
" be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man.'* You will be strong in the strength 
of His love ; and in all trials and temptations you 
will be more than conquerors, through Him that 
loved you, and gave Himself for you. May God 
give us all that strong confidence in His love and 
power which will persuade us that "neither death, 
nor life, nor ^ngels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus.*' Then will our years be happy — 
happy in a loving obedience ; happy in the con- 
sciousness of God's love ; happy on the bed of 
death, because the peace of God which passeth all 
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understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God^ and of His 
Son, Jesus Christ ; happy, above aU, on the 
resurrection day, when we shall behold Him in 
His glory. 
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Luke xi. 21, 22. 

" When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his 
goods are in peace : But when a stronger than he 
shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh 
from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and 
divideth his spoils. ^^ 

In the words of the text we have get forth the 
wonderful mystery of the doctrine of spiritual 
influence. We see how God^s Holy Spirit works 
in the heart of His faithful servants, and we also 
see how the evil one works in the heart of the 
wicked. 

It would at first sight seem that the spirit of 
man moves in solitude. Our inmost thoughts, 
our secret purposes, our most cherished wishes, 
our concealed fears, lie hidden from our fellow- 
men ; as if we could enclose them in our hearts, 
and hide them from every eye. Yes ! from every 
human eye; but not from the eye of God. For 
" all things " — and therefore our thoughts — '* are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do'^ (Heb. iv. 13). God sees 
us through and through. He traces every secret 
thought ; nay, more, He moulds, and guides, and 

4] 
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goveniB all oar inmost breathings of thought and 
feeling. He warms the loving heart, He informs 
the patient truth-seeker, He steadies the wavering 
but faithM soul, and deepens the penitence of 
the humble mourner. For, lo, there is not a word 
in my tangucy hut TAou, Lord, knowest it alto^ 
gether. Thou hmt fashioned me behind and before, 
and laid Thine hand upon me. Thou understandest 
my thoughts long before " (Ps. exxxix. 3, &c.). 

And, as God by His Holy Spirit thus rules and 
regulates the hearts of His faithful people, so does 
the evil spirit, the treble tempter, the great enemy 
of man, rule the hearts of the wicked and the 
Ood-forgetting. 

But if it be hard for the servants of €k>d to be 
at all times conscious of His gracious influences, 
how much more difficult must it be for the bond- 
slaves of Satan to realize whose servants they are ? 

That their heart is a palace for the devil, they 
cannot for a moment believe. If they have never 
tried to free themselves from the bondage of evil 
habits, they are unconscious how sore their bondage 
is, or how securely their master holds them in his 
toils. Even when they acknowledge that they are 
wrong^in some respects, they still consider them- 
selves their own masters, and think that they can 
put themselves right whenever they feel so inclined. 

But God's word reveals to us the awful power 
of evil spirits. Here and there, in the Bible, we 
see drawn aside the curtain which hides the spirits, 
good and bad, from our sight, as recorded in the 
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words of holy Job. " There was a day when the 
sons of God came to present themselyes before the 
Lord, and Satan came also to present himself 
before the Lord. And the Lord said nnto Satan, 
From whence comest ^hou ? And Satan answered 
.... From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it " (Job ii. 1, 2). 
And more expressly to our purpose are the awful 
mysteries of the unseen world, revealed by the 
mouth of the lying spirit, to the destruction of 
the wicked King Ahab (1 Kings xxii. 19, &c.). 
" I will go forth,^' said the evil spirit, " and will 
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all the pro- 
phets " of the doomed monarch, God permitting 
him to go. 

"Here, then, we see an evil sinrit entering into 
the prophets of a wicked king, deceiving thetn, 
and leading Mm to destruction; prefiguring the 
doom of Judas the traitor, into whom (after supper) 
" Satan entered,*' and took possession. Even so, 
in the words of the text, " When a strong man 
armed keepeth his palace, his goods are at peace.*' 
The strong man is Satan: "his palace" is the 
heart of the wicked : " his goods '* are the powers, 
the affections, the influence, the mind, the soul, 
the body, the members, and the strength of the 
man. These the evil one makes his own, and 
turns them to his own purposes. 

If we admit into our hearts impurity, anger, 
envy, or other evil passions, then Satan enters in 
and takes possession. 
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1. He enters, for instance, into one strong in 
will, determined in purpose. That strong de- 
termination, that steadfast purpose, which should 
have been dedicated to do God's will and promote 
His glory, is perverted to evil purposes, and the 
man is noted as one daring, headstrong, and 
selfish. 

2. Again, Satan enters into one by nature 
gentle and affectionate. The easy, amiable man, 
yields to the persuasions of others bolder than 
himself. He does wrong to please them. He is a 
favourite among his companions. Alas ! those 
qualities which should have endeared him to the 
servants of God, making him loving, obedient, 
and unselfish, become the goods of Satan, and 
serve his glorification. 

3. A father's authority, become a possession of 
Satan, will be exercised either in cruelty towards 
his children, or in bringing them into subjection 
to the evil master whom he himself serves. 

4. A mother^s influence, so strong to lead her 
children in the way of holiness, may, under Satan's 
guidance, be equally strong to lead them, by the 
way of sin, to endless misery. 

His armour is, first, armour of offence. He is 
a subtle spirit; he can enter secretly into the 
heart of man ; he can spread before the imagina- 
tion the glory of the world, the seductions of 
pleasure. He can command the services of wicked 
men, to lead the careless and thoughtless into the 
ways of sin. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE STRONG MAN ARMED. O 

Secondly, Satan has armour of defence, where- 
with he bars the entry of the Holy Spirit, when 
Jesus graciously knocks at the door of the deluded 
man's heart. 

Careless indiflference, thoughtlessness, proud 
resistance against God's Spirit, indolent procras- 
tination, doubt, fear, and despair — these are some 
of the weapons wherein the evil one trusteth. 

Are any of these, my brethren, found in you P 
Oh ! who among ub is free ? 
' Let us, then, consider why Satan is strong ? 

First, He is by nature a being far more power- 
ful than man. He was, before his fall, a higher 
creation ; and though he has lost the beauty of 
holiness, the glory of love, and the majesty of 
truth, he still retains (by God's permission) a vast 
power : the power by which he overcame Adam 
and Eve in Paradise; the power by which he 
brought all his fiery darts against the Holy One 
in the wilderness — in vain / 

Secondly. The subtle spiritual essence which 
the evil one possesses, constitutes him powerful. 
That he is able to enter in secretly and stir the 
hearts of men — to move their secret thoughts, and 
to take them unawares in the very citadel of their 
being — ^is a fearful exercise of power. 

Thirdly. The control allgwed to Satan over 
" all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them" ("for that is delivered unto him"), 
both constitutes him powerful, and manifests his 
power. 
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if 



Such is the strong man^ such ''his armour, 
such his might. What wonder, then, if he keep 
his goods in peace. What if he feel his dominion 
to be secure in the hearts of fallen men. 

But oh ! my brethren, not for ever ! It is only 
until a Stronger than he shall come upon him 
and overcome him. 

Terrible indeed is the might of Satan in heathen 
lands, where he and his angels are objects of 
worship. Yet even there he quails and trembles 
before the " Stronger One," who, by the voice of 
lonely missionaries, testifies to the truth, comes 
upon him, and, amid all the power and splendour 
of idol worship, puts him to shame. " Who, then, 
is He that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrah ? this that is glorious in His apparel, 
travelling in the greatness of His strength P I that 
speak in righteousness, mighty to save'' (Isa. 
Ixiii. 1) . " Behold the Eternal Son, the Word and 
the Wisdom of God, by whom also He made the 
heavens." It is He who goes forth into the wil- 
derness, meets the strong man there, takes from 
him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divides 
the spoils. The craving appetite of hunger (bread 
before Him, if only He will speak the word). He 
despises. The glory of the world, with all its 
kingdoms, takes no hold upon His imagination. 
The presumption of spiritual pride cannot touch 
His meek soul. " Oet thee behind me, Satan,'' 
He speaks with all authority, and the strong man 
flees, discomfited and shamed. 
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THE STRONG MAN ARMED. 7 

It is He again who, by the strange weapons of 
humiliation, suffering, and death, completes the 
victory, and takes from Satan his strongest weapon, 
in putting away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
And that which in the wilderness^ and «on the 
cross. He did for us, He will also by His gracious 
power do in us. 

If Satan be strong, the great Captain of our 
salvation is infinitely stronger. If Satan be by 
nature a creature more subtle, more crafty, more 
mighty, than man, He to whom we look for 
deliverance is more than a creature. He is God 
over all, blessed for ever, " of one substance with 
the Father." If by the penetrating power of his 
spiritual essence Satan can enter secretly into the 
heart, and suggest evil unawares, how much more 
marvellously can Christ enter by His Spirit into 
the very inmost recesses of our being; by His 
preventing grace inspire each holy thought, and 
by His assisting grace enable us to bring the same 
to good effect ! Yes ! He will come upon him, with 
more potent weapons: by unearthly fears, by 
* earnest longings for a purer happiness than all 
the pleasures of sin can afford; by His word, 
written or preached; by the visitations of His 
providence; in answer to our prayers, and by 
"the means of grace," He will overcome him. 
Yes, as surely as in the wilderness, or on the cross. 
But it must be with our cooperation. He does not 
force freedom upon us. He gives us a choice, 
and enables us to choose. He shows us our 
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bondage^ He promises freedom ; He breaks the bond 
of evil habits as we resist them. Then will Christ 
take from the evil one all his armour wherein he 
trusteth. 

How can the allurements of the world have 
power to seduce the servant of Christ, when 
the glories of the kingdom are revealed ? What 
power can the objects of sense exercise over those 
who have seen the Lord, and have tasted how 
gracious He is ? Evil passions can have no power 
over that heart in which Jesus reigns by the 
mighty influence of love. 

Lastly, " He divideth his spoils." He turns all 
the powers of mind and body to the service of 
God. Of our highest and purest affections, God 
Himself becomes the object. Our love, our reyer- 
ence, our trust, are in Him, All special endow- 
ments are employed in doing good to His people, 
and promoting His cause. 

Oh ! happy we, when we thus yield ourselves 
entirely to His most gracious influences ! How 
harmoniously, how tenderly, how surely, how 
effectually. He beuds our wills and our affections 
to do Him loving service ! 

Cling, therefore, steadfastly and lovingly to 
Him, Who gave Himself for us, a sacrifice upon 
the cross, and by His almighty power overcame 
the wicked one. 

The work of regeneration and renewal is most 
glorious, because it is the restoration of His own 
creatures to the great Creator. 
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St. John x. 14. 

" / am the Good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mime?"* 

There are times when God draws aside the veil 
which hides from us the unseen world, and we 
feel and know, as we do not feel and know at 
other tiroes, what we really are, and where we 
stand. Then we feel how thin is the veil which 
separates what we %ee from what we believe. Then 
we realize that the natural world and the spiritual 
world are all one, and that there is one God over 
aU. 

When the servant of Elisha, the prophet of 
God, rose up early in the morning, he beheld the 
city compassed about with the horses and chariots 
of the king of Syria ; but when Elisha prayed, " the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and, be- 
hold, the mountain was fall of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha." When Jacob left his 
father's house, sad in heart on leaving behind him 
all whom he loved, wondering perhaps how he 
6] 
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should ever escape the dangers of his journey and 
find his uncle^s house ; when, desolate and weary, 
he lay down to sleep with a stone for his pillow, 
God drew aside the veil, and he beheld a vision of 
angels — a ladder whose top reached to heaven, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon it. When Mary Magdalene stood beside 
the empty sepulchre on Easter Sunday morning, 
weeping, she stooped down and looked into the 
sepulchre, and saw two angels in white sitting, 
the one at the head, the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. When Saul (afterwards 
called Paul) was journeying towards Damascus, 
breathing out threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of Jesus, suddenly at midday there 
shined round about him a light from heaven 
brighter than the sun, and he fell to the earth 
and heard a voice — ^it was the voice of Jesus — 
saying unto him, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me ? " 

For these, our fellow-mortals, some in sin and 
some in grace, the veil was drawn aside for a little 
while, and they were permitted to see into the 
world of spirits. God gave them an insight into 
that deeper and larger course of His dealings with 
the immortal spirits of men, which will hereafter 
be perfectly known and admired, with adoration 
and thanksgiving, by all those who love Him. 

But even we, in our ordinary course of life, are 
not left without witness of those great realities 
which surround us. Though we do not see horses 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE WOKLDS. d 

and chariots of fire, nor angels with drawn swords, 
nor a ladder reaching up to heaven, nor a light 
above the brightness of the sun, yet God in His 
infinite mercy does allow us to look right through 
the veil, if not with our bodily eyes, yet by faith. 
A solemn awe thrills through us ; and we feel and 
know that God is all in all. We stand upon the 
very edge of this life, and look forward into the 
endless ages of eternity. 

Oh, happy they who see in that eternity the 
boundless ocean of Ood^s love ! To some the unseen 
life beyond the grave is dark, gloomy, and uncer- 
tain; the ocean is shrouded in a shadowy mist. 
Others, blessed be His name, can trace across the 
waves a pathway of light, brighter and brighter, 
as it draws nearer to the Sun above, the source of 
light. 

But it is good for us all that we should thus 
look out beyond the world; and it is in tender 
mercy, the mercy of Divine wisdom, • that God 
opens for awhile the eyes of our understanding ; 
for, even if the prospect be dark and fearful, to see 
it a^ it really is may lead us to pray more earnestly 
for the true light, and rouse us to seek for it with 
all our hearts. 

When suddenly there shined round about Saul 
the persecutor a light from heaven above the 
brightness of the sun, so that he fell to the earth, 
he rose up again blinded, needing some one to 
lead him by the hand ; but when Ananias put his 
hand upon him there fell from his eyes, as it 
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had beeu scales, and he was filled with the Holy 
Ohost, and was baptized in the name of the Father^ 
and of the Son^ and of the Holy Ghost. Hence- 
forth to him " to live teas Christ, to die tms gain; " 
but ^^to depart and to be with Christ was far 
better/' The scales had fallen from his eyes, he 
was at peace with God through Jesus Christy and 
he saw (though as yet only through a glass darkly) 
those things which he now knows with the ful- 
ness of a blessed experience. 

So likewise is it in our measure with us. When 
God suddenly, by His awfrd dealings with us, or 
those about us^ opens our eyes to see the true 
light, the very excess of light may make it dark ; 
but if we seek Him, through Jesus Christ, in 
humble obedience to His appointed means of 
grace, the scales will fall from our eyes, and we 
shall gaze with a calm abiding faith upon the 
light of the glory of God in the iBLce of Jesus 
Christ. 

I said that it was good for us that we should 
sometimes see into the world of spirits, as we can- 
not always see. But the good entirely depends 
upon whether the effect abides within us, and 
changes us into such as God would have us be. 

To see deaths and know that we must die ; to see 
the misery of departing without hope, the utter 
hopeless misery of those who carry with them a 
selfish and worldly heart beyond the grave; to 
see, again, the calmness^ the hope, the peace^ the 
love, the quiet enduring confidence, the heavenly 
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wisdom, the pure joy, the heart united to Jesus, 
of those who leave us in His faith and fear ; to 
see all this, and feel it all ; to tremble in the awful 
terror of the one sight ; to feel the kindling glow 
of hope and earnest desire, while we gaze upon 
the other, and then to return to our everyday life, 
and he as we were before ; this is indeed to sear the 
conscience as with a hot iron. may it not thus 
be with any of us ! 

Dear brethren, it need not be so, for the Good 
Shepherd is over all. He knows His sheep, and 
is known of them. All God's wondrous dealings 
with us, whether in providence or in grace, are 
meant to show us that we are known, one by one, 
to the Good Shepherd, and to help us to know 
Him even as we are known. All special revela- 
tions of that great world of spirits of which we 
form a part ; all awful sights and thoughts which 
make us feel that God is dealing by His Spirit 
with each immortal soul, and leading on towards 
His own eternal presence those who trust Him 
and would fain love Him; all are intended to 
bring us nearer to Jesus ; all are given as helps 
to enable us to talk of Him, and with Him, as 
we walk by the way, whether in sadness or glad- 
ness. The two disciples as they walked towards 
Emmaus talked of all that had happened, the 
betrayal, the trial, the death, the burial of Jesus, 
and His reported resurrection ; and, as they rea- 
soned together and were sad, Jesus Himself drew 
near and walked with them. He opened to them 
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the Scriptures, and made Himself known to them 
in breaking of bread. And when He had vanished 
out of their sight they knew that their hearts had 
burned within them by the way, as He talked to 
them and as He opened to them the Scriptures. 

What we want is thus to walk the way of life 
with the Lord Jesus, He walking with us, and 
opening to us in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. We do not require visions 
of angels, nor will occasional glimpses of death or 
judgment, heaven or hell, avail us much alone ; 
but what we require is, that while the Lord is in 
all our thoughts, about our path, and about our 
bed ; while we so walk that He may walk beside 
us, our hearts should bum within us with a steady 
love for Him who gave Himself for us upon the 
cross, and gives Himself to us in the breaking of 
bread. 

And, blessed be His love, it may be so for each 
of us, if we will. This sacred presence of the 
Lord is specially pledged to us in this holy 
paschal season. For this very end (among 
others) our blessed Lord abode for forty days 
upon the earth after His resurrection, that He 
might show us that this life and the life eternal 
are one. These blessed forty days are the visible 
links of that golden chain which binds the sacred 
life on earth of the elect unto the throne of God. 

For Him who had conquered sin, Satan, and 
death ; for Him who had clothed Himself in the 
garments of immortality, heaven was the proper 
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home; but He abode during this sacred season 
upon earth ; He appeared to His disciples at vari- 
ous times, in various manners, He ate and drank 
before them. He breathed on them. He showed 
them His hands and His side. He taught them, 
and He blessed them. And why P To show them 
that although they were in the world, they were 
not of the world, but that He had chosen them 
out of the world to be His companions and friends, 
not merely in the days of His humiliation, but 
also now that He had put on His glorious apparel, 
and clothed Himself with strength. And, as if 
to show more plainly that He, even in His glory, 
was to be with them in all that they did and said 
and thought. He appeared unto them, not merely 
as they watched and wept beside His sepulchre, 
or as they were assembled together in solemn con- 
clave, but as they walked by the way, or as they 
went a fishing. 

By these most gracious acts of condescension 
the risen Lord knits unto Himself all true Chris- 
tian hearts, even while thej" are still upon earth, 
and bids them to sanctify all their daily thoughts, 
words, and deeds, by the acknowledgment of His 
presence : " Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus " (Col. iii. 17) . 

Behold, then, ye sheep of the fold, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep ! 
Fitly does the Church set Him before us, at this 
season, as our Good Shepherd, showing us thereby 
most plainly that though we are upon the earth 
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we are already the sheep of a heavenly fold, even 
as He, (though manifesting Himself to His dis- 
ciples while they went about their worldly busi- 
ness, and eating and drinking before them,) had 
already in heart aacended into that kingdom which 
teas His proper home, and where, in spirit. 
He continually abode by contemplation of His 
Father's glory, of which glory He was now 
made partaker in our nature. Fitly do we 
hear^ during these marvellous forty days. His 
own most gracious words, "I am the Good 
Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known 
of mine." 

For we do see Him during these forty days, not 
merely as the Good Shepherd ruling by the law of 
love over His assembled flock, but seeking them 
out one by one, showing His knowledge of their 
special wants and peculiar capabilities, and so 
leading them, one by one^ to a more intimate 
knowledge of Him. He showed Himself to Mary 
Magdalene alone, the comfort of the mourner. He 
showed Himself to the two disciples on their 
journey to Emmaus, the calmer of their doubts, 
the unfolder of their perplexities, the end of their 
reasonings. He had a special tpord for Peter, bind- 
ing him for ever to Himself in a love no longer 
self-confident and presumptuous, but reposing in 
His knowledge and His truth. He bestowed upon 
Thomas that which his heart so ardently craved, 
sight and touch, and so brought him to a confession 
of faith, which carried him through abundant 
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labours in Parthia, Media, and Persia, and finally 
to martyrdom in India. 

Thus did He manifest Himself, after His resur- 
rection, to each of these as the Good Shepherd, 
who knew His sheep, and therefore was more 
perfectly known of them. Thus during these 
forty days did He call His own sheep by name, 
and lead them out. These His loving-kindnesses 
are written for our vmiruction. He is still the 
Good Shepherd. When He ascended up on high 
He still manifested the same loving knowledge of 
each one of those sheep whom He had chosen, and 
drew each one to Himself, by those bonds of love, 
or chords of human affection, which He saw to be 
strongest in each heart. Still knowing His own 
sheep one by one. He poured the bright light 
upon Saul, opened gently the heart of Lydia, 
brought the Philippian jailor to humility and 
confession by terror, and instructed more per- 
fectly (by the ministry of Priscilla and Aquila) 
Apollos, who was mighty in the Scriptures, as yet 
knowing only the baptism of John. By the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit He associated Mark with 
the gentle and loving Barnabas, until his courage 
and heart were bold and strong enough to be 
profitable to the eager and earnest spirit of St. 
Paul, who had not thought it good to take him 
as a fellow-servant of their common Lord. So 
again He opened heaven, and showed Himself at 
the right hand of God, to encourage the first 
martyr to brave a cruel death. Thus, once more. 
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He revealed to the beloved disciple St. John, to him 
who had lain on His bosom at supper, visions of 
glory, which might have overwhelmed a spirit 
less loving, less calm, or less courageous. 

O then, let us seek our risen Saviour with full 
assurance of faith, for He will deal with each of 
us according to the same Divine compassion of 
perfect knowledge. He knows His sheep. He 
knows each one of us. He knows our weaknesses^ 
our fears, our longings. He knows bur past sins, 
our present blindness, our future trials. He 
knows how long we are to dwell in this world, and 
if our time be short He will fulfil in us His 
own work quickly, and cut it short in righteous- 
ness. 

Should it be His will that our life be prolonged 
in this world. He will, if we earnestly seek Him, 
go with us through the heat of the day, bearing 
our burden with us, and for us ; and, as evening 
closes in, He will abide with us until we see Him 
as He is. 

Let us seek Him in His ordinances. To draw near 
to Him (after careful self-examination and much 
prayer) in the holy sacrament of His body and 
blood, is one most blessed means, and the highest 
granted to us, of holding communion with Him who 
is in heaven ; it will help us more than any other 
means to carry about with us the conviction that 
we belong to a higher state of life than that we 
see around us, a conviction which will by thp 
grace of His good Spirit secure our salvation ; for, 
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as we feel that sin is present in our daily life, sin 
which binds men to the devil, whom they have 
never yet seen, so shall we know that righteous- 
ness is present, the righteousness of Christ, who 
is binding for us the strong man armed, and 
delivering our hearts from his devices. 

Then may we go forth from our Church services, 
fipom the holy communion, from our daily prayers, 
into the daily walks of life, carrying Christ with 
us, as beings of another world, because we are 
learning to know Him as our Good Shepherd, Who 
knows us one by one as His beloved sheep, 
"Whom, having not seen, we love: in Whom, 
though now we see Him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory ! " 
(1 Peter i. 8.) 
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St. John xiv. 1 — 4. 

" Let not yowr heart he troubled : ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me, In My FatTier^s house are 
many mansions : if it were not sOy I would have 
told you, I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for yoUy I will come 
again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye know.^^ 

These words, dear brethren, were words spoken 
to sorrowful hearts, and therefore may be under- 
stood by those who are in sorrow. Their sorrow 
was that He was going away; ours is that the 
beloved one is gone. Their sorrow was full of 
doubt, perplexity, and fear. We also in our day 
of sorrow look forward in fear, lest more sorrows 
should come upon us. Oh ! happy are those 
who, when heavy sorrow (that tender grief under 
which the natural heart will bleed) comes upon 
them, are graciously spared all doubt, all terror. 
For them the sting of death is indeed taken away, 

and the wound of sorrow is soothed and healed by 
6] ' 
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the balm of heavenly comfort. Who then has 
taken away the sting of death ? Who has calmed 
and soothed the throbbing heart of His bereaved 
ones ? He who Himself hath borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows. He who Himself drank 
the cup of trembling to the dregs. He it is who, 
on the eve of His own passion, speaks to each 
believer in the time of sorrow, "Let not your 
heart be troubled.'^ 

He sends the sorrow, and He gives the comfort. 
" He hath torn, and He will heal us ; He hath 
smitten, and He will bind us up^' (Hos. vi. 1). 

Let us, then, lay hold upon the consolation set 
before us in these gracious words. Let us take 
them the more closely to ourselves as our hearts 
have been the more fitted by sorrow to receive 
them. 

Observe, then, the loving words of consolation 
which the Divine teacher gives. They are not 
mere words of sympathy, which may comfort for 
the moment and then leave the heart blank and 
desolate, but they are words of power. They are 
His words Who spake as never man spake ; and, 
rightly received, they convey to us a true, real, 
living comfort. They open out new vistas of 
everlasting, unchangeable joys, in the place of those 
temporal blessings which cheer us for awhile and 
are then taken away. A new and glorious pros- 
pect is set before us, and the Divine words bring 
the reality home to us. Even now we begin to 
realize the meaning of the Heavenly Bridegroom's 
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words, when He says, " A garden enclosed is my 
sister, my spouse:'' the garden of the Lord, in 
which we are planted, and from which the faithftil 
departed are not removed, but only transplanted 
to a brighter and more sheltered spot within its 
sacred walls. 

Let us take a portion of these Divine words 
and dwell upon them more closely ; search out 
their hidden stores of comfort, and make them our 
own by faith. They are words of power, as surely 
as they are words of consolation. He says, " Let 
not your heart be troubled : " for our Lord does 
not bid impossibilities, nor does He even com- 
mand what is contrary to the better part of our 
nature. He does not forbid grief, for His sym- 
pathy with the mourner is too true ! He does 
not say, Let not your heart be sorrowful : but, 
" Let not your heart be troubled : '' * do not be 
torn, distracted, and tossed with doubt and dread. 

1. To remove this doubt, to assuage this dread, 
to calm this disturbance, He points us to Himself, 
as our " Saviour, our God, our might in Whom we 
may trust," and our sure " refuge.'' " Ye believe 
in Ood : believe also in Me" ' I am with you, ye 
see Me, ye know Me, I am human, I have tasted 
sorrow, I have known fear, and can be touched 
with a feeling of your infirmities ; ' " believe also 
in Me," ^ as ye already believe in God the Father 
Almighty. Rest your faith on Qt)d manifest in 
the flesh. He is no longer far from you, shrouded 

* TagaoakaOia. 
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in the mystery of His sole Divinity, but near you, 
with you, in you/ " For God who commanded the 
Kght to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in tJisface of Jems Christ** (2 Cor. 
iv. 6). 

2. And then He proceeds, "In my Father's 
house are many mansions.'' He had idready said 
to His disciples, " Whither I go, ye cannot come." 
But this seeming banishment from His presence 
He had softened to St. Peter, by adding, 
" Whither I go thou canst not follow me now^ 
but thou shalt follow me afterwards.** 

Now, to assure the hearts — ^not of Peter only, 
who had made the inquiry — but of all the rest of 
the doubting ones. He adds, "In my Father's 
house are many mansions : " abiding places for 
all, even for that " great multitude which no man 
can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues," which shall stand " before 
the throne and before the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 9). 
" If it were not so I would have told you." I 
would not have deceived you with false hopes of 
my continued presence. Had there not been 
room for every faithful disciple, "I woidd have 
told you." 

3. And then (as if to reconcile them to the 
thought of parting with Him,' a parting which 
they scarcely dared to face) He added, " I go to 
prepare a place for you." This too served to 
show them why they could not follow Him now. 
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It taught them a twofold, nay a threefold lesson. 
First, that it was necessary for Him to depart, 
that He might prepare them a place wherein they 
should abide with Him for ever. Secondly, that 
they could not follow Him at present; because, 
until He had overcome the sharpness of death, the 
kingdom of heaven could not have been opened to 
all believers — their place was not yet prepared; 
and, lastly, that it would be no strange, unknown, 
unsuitable place to which they were to go, but it 
would be one which must be the very place they 
needed, because He was about to prepare it for 
them. 

4. And then, still more to assure them that His 
going away was but for "a little while,'' and that 
they were not to be separated from Him without 
the hope of finding Him again. He adds, " And 
if I go " (as go I must, though the frail flesh 
shrinks from the passage), " if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also." 

The Good Shepherd does not leave His sheep 
to wander upon the mountains, or through the 
deserts where no way is — to find Him or not as 
chance directs, — but He comes again to find them 
and to guide them, or rather to take them to 
Himself, and hold them back by the bands oi love 
from ever wandering again. And this His coming 
again is not a single act completed in a moment. 
He began to come again to His disciples at His 
6] 
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resurrection. He continued to reyisit them when 
He sent His Spirit down on the Day of Pentecost 
(see vers. 16 — 18). He returns to every elect soul 
when {at the hour which we call death) He comes and 
takes them from this world to be with Him in Para- 
dise. It was for this coming that St. Paul was 
longing when he had "a desire to depart and be 
with Christ, which is far better" (Phil. i. 23). 
But his final coming will be at the last day. Then 
those who wait for His appearance will lift up 
their heads, ^ their redemption draweth nigh. 

5. Finally, He adds, " And whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know" He speaks to them as if they 
already knew what they were very soon to know 
under His teaching. He says, " Te know,'* not 
because they had realized their knowledge; for 
one of them inmiediately answered, speaking for 
all, " Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, and 
how can we know the way ? " but He said it be- 
cause they ought to have known. The knowledge 
lay hidden within them, as the perfect plant is in 
the seed; but it needed reflection and faith to 
bring it out, and therefore He helped their unbe- 
lief, and quickened their slowness of heart by tell- 
ing them, " I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
No man cometh unto the Father but by Me" Thus 
He makes known to them both the " Way *' and 
the ''End,"— Himself the Way, His Father the 
Fnd, to whom He Himself was going, and beneath 
whose footstool He would gather the whole body 
of His elect. 
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And surely, dear brethren, while thus comfort- 
ing His disciples, the Heavenly Teacher comforts 
us also under all our trials, but especially under 
those trials which most resemble the sorrow of His 
disciples. When those we love are taken from us 
by death, a blank and dreary void is left in the 
natural heart. The separation seems to our un- 
taught spirit so complete, so hopeless, that we can 
do nothing but bewail the love, the brightness, 
the beauty, and the grace which seem to be lost to 
us for ever. 

How calm, then, how soothing, how full of 
glorious hope, fall those gracious words upon the 
wounded spirit, " Let not your heart be troubled. 
Ye believe in God: believe also in Me. In My 
Father's hotise are many mansions . . . I go to pre- 
pare a place for you . . . and whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know" 

Yes, blessed be His "name, we do know. We 
know that He has gone to His Father, and our 
Father. We know that in that glorious house 
He has prepared a place for His elect. And since 
there are many abiding places there (each one 
suited to the needs of each whom He has chosen 
and called and known), there is room for our be- 
loved ones. " / mil come again" He says to His 
bereaved disciples, "anrf take you to Myself, that 
where I am, there ye may be also" In those who 
are earliest taken the gracious promise is first 
fulfilled. 

He comes! He comes to a village, or He 
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8 THE CALMING OF THE TROUBLED HEART. 

comes to a family^ and He chooses whom He 
will. He takes perhaps the choicest lamb of 
all the flock; it w rightly His, and to Him we 
must freely yield it. He selects, if it so please 
Him, the most loving, the brightest, the most 
confiding, the loveliest. He only takes for the 
heavenly mansions that spirit which is best fitted 
to abide there. Whither He has entered in, 
thither He takes unto Himself the soid that is 
stayed in God ; and, blessed be His name, whither 
He has taken His elect we know, and we know 
the way. What place, then, is there for trouble, 
distraction, or tossing to and fro of heart P For 
those who are departed in the faith of Christ (and 
most certainly for those little ones whom He so 
tenderly loves and cares for) there is the unspeak- 
able joy of His presence, who is the very life itself. 
For those who are left behind there is Christ, the 
way, by which we too may pass into the same sure 
abiding place, the highway of which the prophet 
speaks : " An highway shall be there, and a way, and 
it shall be called the way of holiness; the unclean shall 
not pass over it ; but it shall be for those : the way- 
faring men, though fools, shall not err therein'^ 
(Isa. XXXV. 8). 

To look more steadfastly to the glorious end, to 
see more plainly than ever the all-sufficiency of 
the eternal bliss, this should be the first result of 
God^s taking to Himself the souls of our beloved 
ones. And the second result should be to steady 
our footsteps along the narrow way of holiness, to 
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THE CALMING OF THE TROUBLED HEART. 9 

make us look more carefully for the footprints of 
the blessed Jesus, that we may walk therein, for 
this is practically to walk by Him as " the Way." 
Then shall we, as our faith increases, learn that 
He is in another sense the Wap, by whom alone 
we have access to the Father, in that through 
Him alone, for His only merits, and for His dear 
name's sake, can we be accepted and admitted into 
the presence of God. Thus it is that, knowing 
Him as the Way, both as an example and as the 
Mediator, the redeemed walk thereon. It is by 
this Way that "the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion toith songs, and everlasting 
joy upon their heads : they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall be done away " 
(Isa. XXXV. 10). 

May we be found among that blessed company, 
for His name's sake, to whom we trust ourselves ; 
and oh ! may those whom we love as ourselves be 
there also. 
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THE WILL OF CHRIST. 



St. John xvii. 24. 

" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given 
Mey he with Me where I am ; that they may behold 
My -glory J which Thou hast given Me: for Thou 
lovedst Me lefore the foundation of the world '^ 

In all Holy Scripture, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
this chapter is in its wording the simplest ; in its 
meaning the deepest. It is the prayer offered by 
Jesus on behalf of those whom God had given to 
Him ; given before the foundation of the world ; 
given, because He was beloved from eternity by 
the Father. He might h^ve prayed in silence; 
but He prays audibly, that while He shows Him- 
self to be our intercessor, He may also be our 
teacher. 

" The hour was come/' the hour appointed by 
the Father; therefore He said, "Father, glorify 
Thy Son '' (through death, in Resurrection), " that 
Thy Son also may glorify Thee.'' 

What mere creature could have so spoken? 
Who but He who came down from heaven, and 
7] 
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Who was co-equal with His Father, could have 
dared to complete that which the everlasting 
Father began — " As Thou hast given Him power 
over all flesh," " that He should give eternal life 
to as many as Thou hast given Him.'' "And 
this is life eternal, that they might know Thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou 
hast sent.'' To know, to love, to enjoy the 
infinite is eternal life. His tender care for His 
own had already been manifested; and now He 
prays that it may be completed ; and then, in the 
twentieth verse, He passes on to those " who shall 
believe'* on Jesus, through the words of His 
disciples ; and so, dear brethren, the intercession 
of the Great High Priest has come down to us, 
and to ours. We, therefore, and ours, are in- 
cluded in the glorious prayer uttered in the 
twenty-first and following verses, "That they also 
may be one ; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
Thee, that they also may be one in us : that the 
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And 
the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given 
them ; that they may be one, even as we are one : 
I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved 
them, as Thou hast loved Me" (John xvii. 
21—23). 

Again the Father's name is uttered ; but simply, 
not ''my Father," but "Father" only. Three 
times already had Jesus invoked that holy Name, 
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that Name in which the mystery of redemption is 
summed up. 

In the first verse, He " lifted up His eyes to 
heaven, and said. Father, the hour is come, 
glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify 
Thee/' 

In the fifth verse He prays, " Now, Father, 
glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the 
glory which I had with Thee before the world 
was/' 

In the eleventh verse He pleads, " Holy Father, 
keep through Thine own name those whom Thou 
hast given Me, that they may be one, as we are." 
And so we come to the words of the text — 

"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou 
hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that 
they may behold My glory, which Thou hast 
given Me : for Thou lovedst Me before the founda- 
tion of the world.'' 

" Father, 1 will." * What, then, is that will P 
Jesus answers, "That which Thou hast given 
Me;" not ''whom," but "that which.'' That 
for which He wiUed was, that the whole Church, 
with all its faithful members, should be one glori- 
ous gift to Him, including every faithful member 
of His mystical body :^the little ones newly bap- 
tized, the younger members called early to the 
bosom of the Good Shepherd ; the tried servant of 
God, called away in the heat of the day ; the aged 
saint, ripe " to enter into rest." 
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For these, as giren to Him, Jesus says, ^^ I will ; " 
it is My claim. What, then, does He will P He 
answers, "That where I am,*' in the glorified 
state^ "there shall also my servant be*' (John xii. 
26). The like assurance was given, as He drew 
nearer to His passion — " K I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may be 
also" (John xiv. 3). " The promise is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call *' 
(Acts ii. 39). 

Enoch and Elijah, in the Transfiguration, were 
with Him as single persona ; they were with Him 
in His glory; but the glory of Christ was not yet 
complete, because it was not continuom. Not 
until the glorification of His members was accom- 
plished could His glory shine forth in all its 
effiilgence. His absolute will was not perfectly 
accomplished until His desire be satisfied — to have 
His people, all His people, with Him. 

Day by day, from the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost on the day of Pentecost, the saints de- 
parted taste the bliss of paradise, yet they still 
desire the fulness of bliss. " How long, Lord, 
holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth P *' (Rev. 
vi. 10). "They rest yet a little season, until 
their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were^ should be fulfilled " 
(Rev. vi. 11). 
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Jesus has indeed ascended into the heavens, yet 
He still longs "to see His people with Him in 
glory/* He does indeed enjoy the fulness of the 
beatific vision now, but He will then have the ful- 
ness of the body mystical. The Church, His Body, 
is called " His fulness." God " hath put all things 
under His feet, and gave Him to be the head of 
all things to the Church, which is His body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all '' (Ephes. i. 
22, 23). His glory, therefore, will be perfect 
" when He shall come to be glorified in all His 
saints '" (2 Thess. i. 10). 

To you also, dear brethren, and to your children, 
is the promise sure, if we seek it with our whole 
hearts. It is His will, that where He is, we also 
shall be with Him. Our one great privilege here 
below is to be with Christ in heart ; but we also 
long to be with Him more gloriously when, 
through the grave and gate of death, we shall 
have entered into the unseen world. For so He 
passes on to the next step — " That they may see 
My glory." To Bee His glory is thefultiess of bliss; 
to see His glory, not as mere gazers, but as par- 
takers. For " when He shall appear we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 
John iii. 2), fulfilling the promise spoken on the 
eve of His agony, " A little while, and ye shall not 
see Me ; and again, a little while, and ye shall see 
Me, and, because I go to the Father " (John xvi. 
17). 

Man, fallen man, has a capacity of misery and 
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of bliss exceeding that of the lower creatures. To 
man has been giyen memory and anticipation : 
he has a consciousness of guilt, and morey he has 
self-condemnation ; and finally^ to him alone 
despair is possible. Yet there is still a greater 
misery ; greater in redeemed man, because his fall 
from righteousness is deeper, and the contrast is 
more terrible. 

But, thanks be to God, there is also in man a 
greater capacity of bliss. He can cherish the 
memory of mercies vouchsafed, of goodness freely 
bestowed, and love ineffable. 

Again, man has the power of anticipation, not 
to be disappointed, if rightly guided ; and hope, 
given not in vain; and, in that conscience of 
right has been given to him, he can recognize 
God's approving voice. 

Above all, man, regenerate man, can receive 
the love of God, and can love Him for His love. 
'' We all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory '^ (2 Cor. iii. 18). 
And what is that glory ? Jesus Himself describes 
it : " The glory which Thou gavest Me I have 
given them ; that they may be one, even as we 
are one : I in them, and Thou in Me, that they 
may be made perfect in one ; and that the world 
may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved 
them, as Thou hast loved Me. Father, I will that 
they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me 
where I am ; that they may behold My glory, 
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which Thou hast given Me : for thou lovedst Me 
before the foundation of the world " (John xvii. 
22—24). This glory is the gift of the Father to 
our Divine Lord in His humanity, given to Him 
as "the Son of Man/' foreseen, fore-ordained. 
" Therefore/' He says, " doth My Father love Me, 
because 1 lay down My life for the sheep." This 
love He earned by His obedience. This glory He 
received as the gift of the Father's love. Of this 
love and this glory He wills that we should share. 

Oh, my brethren, it is a glorious hope. K we 
cherish it, how can any earthly trouble hurt us P 
Why mourn for those who have gone before if 
they have departed in the faith ? 

The hearts even of the little ones are fitted for 
the bliss of heaven ; nay more, for " out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings God has perfected 
praise." Therefore He takes them to Himself to 
sing in paradise. What is more beautiftd upon 
earth than Christian children singing with heart 
and voice, " Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost" ? How much more 
glorious then wiU those aspirations be when sung 
in paradise. 

Why, then, should we be cast down by the hard- 
ships of the journey for ourselves P Are they for 
a moment to be compared with the never-ending 
bliss of heaven P The Queen of Sheba thought it 
happiness to stand before Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom; what, then, wiU it be to stand before 
God Almighty, and see His glory P 
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Abigail thought it an honour to be but David's 
handmaid to wash his servants' feet. What, then, 
will it be to wait upon God, and to " behold His 
face," not in vision only, as did the prophets, but 
face to face ; to know Him, to love Him, and to 
be beloved by Him P 

To know the Father's power, to partake of the 
Son's wisdom, to receive the Holy Spirit's good- 
ness, to behold the incomparable beauty, the 
imutterable majesty, the inconceivable glory of 
the Holy Trinity in unity ! 

To see God is the reward of the pure in heart. 
That all His true disciples should share that 
reward is the will of Christ. "Father, I will 
that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be 
with Me where I am ; that they may behold My 
glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou 
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." 

God, Who hast prepared for them that 
love Thee such good things as pass man^s imder- 
standing ; Pour into our hearts such love towards 
Thee, that we, loving Thee above all things, may 
obtain Thy promises, which exceed aU that we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE DOUBLE SEAL, 

OB, 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION. 



2 Timothy ii. 19. 

" The foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord hnoweth them that are His. And, 
Let every one that nameth the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity, ^^ 

" God's firm foundation standeth : '^ what then is 
that foundation ? Theodore says that it is " the 
foundation of truth : " St. Ambrose, " The promises 
of God.^* Some have thought that the foundation 
is Christ ; others have held that it is the Christian 
reUgion ; others, again, " that it is the Church 
foimded by God, 'built upon the apostles and 
prophets,'" "Jesus Christ Himself the chief 
comer-stone." 

Hammond renders OefieKiov, "a bond,^' or "bill," 
or "compact" (as in 1 Tim. vi. *19), having a 
seal affixed with two inscriptions, one on each 
side, for the two parties to the bond : on God's 
side, " The Lord hioweth them that are His/' and 
8] 
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on man^s side, ''Let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity,*^ Having this seal, 
or inscription — " The wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb " (Rev. xxi. 14), the " seal " 
or inscription indicating ownership. 

(1) "The Lord knoweth them that are His" 
(2 Tim. ii. 19), and, " If any man love God, he 
is known of Him:" and (Gal. iv. 9), ''Ye have 
known God, or rather are known of Him : '' and 
Num. xvi. 5, " The Lord will shew who are His, 
and who is holy." 

(2) On the other hand, "Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 
" Depart ye, depart ye," saith the prophet ; " go 
ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing ; go 
ye out of the midst of her ; be ye clean that bear 
the vessels of the Lord" (Isa. lii. 11). And St. 
John echoes the cry, " I heard a voice from heaven, 
saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues " (Rev. xviii. 4). 

Observe, that in the Old Testament the words 
are, "Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord ; " 
but St. Paul, though he is addressing a bishop, 
uses the words, "Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity " (2 Tim. ii. 19). 
Why, therefore, is every one that nameth the 
name of Christ bound to depart from iniquity P 
Because they " that bear the vessels of the Lord " 
must " be clean.'' But St. Paul, though address- 
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ing a bishop, does not confine his exhortation to 
bishops and priests : He says, " Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity/* 
And why P Because '' Christ hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and His Father " (Rev. i. 6). 

We have, then, before us a foundation-stone, 
sealed with two mottoes, one on the one side, the 
other on the opposite. The eye of man cannot 
grasp the whole of solid bodies at once. To ascer- 
tain their shape we refer to former experience. If 
you happen to see a form which is unlike any that 
you have hitherto met with, you handle it, and 
examine it ; you look at it from several points of 
view ; and when you are satisfied as to its form, 
you weigh it, to ascertain whether it is hollow or 
solid. 

The same principle applies to our ordinary 
practical life. The man of business is careful in 
his expenditure ; but if he sees the way to secure 
a richer result he spends freely. In the discipline 
of children, a wise father, while he punishes the 
disobedient children, tempers justice with mercy. 

Even in the declaration of Divine truth revealed 
by the Holy Ghost, the same principle holds good. 

Truth 'is one before God All-seeing ; but to 
frail man truth cannot be conveyed except by 
learning here a little and there a little. Almost 
all, if not absolutely all, heresies are one-sided 
truths. 

To the Divine covenant there are two seals: 
but alas! man is apt to be satisfied with one 
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Jesus says, " No man can come to Me, except tie 
Father which hath sent Me draw him '^ (John vi. 
44) ; therefore some will say, " It is useless to 
try." Again, St. Paul says, ''Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling ; " there- 
fore others will say, " I must save myself," for- 
getting that '^it is God which worketh in you 
to wiU and to do of His good pleasure " (Phil. ii. 
12, 13). 

Again, there are those who say, "The Lord 
knoweth them that are His ; " therefore, if I am 
elect, I shall be saved, however I live : but God 
gives the second motto, " Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity;" 
and, ^'without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord" (Heb. xii. 14). 

Oh, then, let as beware of the miserable decep- 
tion, the blind presumption, of explaining away 
any of God^s sayings, because we cannot reconcile 
them with some other of His laws. God can recon- 
cile them if we cannot. 

But even we may, with patient thought, see 
that there is no real contradiction in the way in 
which God conveys His precepts to frail man. 
Let us then take the words of the text, and try to 
find their exact force. First, " The Lord knoweth 
them that are His." He knows who is sincere, 
who is really trying to do the will of God. On 
the other hand, He knows who are only making a 
pretence, and who are deceiving themselves. 

But God sees the entire course of each indi- 
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vidua! soul ; He knows who will fall away, and 
who will persevere unto the end : for all time is, to 
Him, one eternal Now. 

It is an awful thought that one patient eye sees 
our every thought, and word, and deed^ even the 
most sinful ; or, on the other hand, how great a 
blessing it is that He sees every deed of mercy, 
and every victory over temptation. 

But God's foreknowledge iu no way binds our 
free-will. It is indeed a thought to humble us 
before His all-seeing eye ; but it should not there- 
fore make us indifferent, nor should it lead us to 
despair. " Work out (therefore) your own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling : for it is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure'' (Phil. ii. 12, 13). He willeth no 
man's fall. " Have I any pleasure at all that the 
wicked should die P saith the Lord God : and not 
that he should return from his ways, and live?" 
(Ezek. xviii. 23). 

No man, therefore, need fall away ; and cer- 
tainly none wiU perish, if he set himself resolutely 
to work out his salvation, leaning on the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

As surely as God knoweth them that are His, 
so will those who depart from iniquity be sealed 
for life eternal. 

The grace of God, His foreknowledge, and His 
election, are all upon the side of him who girds 
himself to the battle, who fights the good fight of 
faith, and by the grace of God lays hold upon 
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eternal life. If you depart from iniquity you 
draw near to God ; if you touch not the unclean 
thing, you are embraced in the arms of God's 
infinite mercy; if you close your eyes to the 
allurements of the world, God sees for you. Your 
heavenly Father leads you in the path of holiness, 
and in His good time He enlightens your eyes to 
see the King in His beauty. God knows His 
faithful servant, and " is known of him/' 

Learn, therefore, dear brethren, the safe lesson 
of earnest endeavours, combined with sure trust in 
God's goodness. Some may look upon you as a 
hypocrite, others may say that you are not con- 
verted, or that you are not one of the elect. But God 
sees you as you are. If you are resisting tempta- 
tion ; if you are trying to amend your faults ; if 
you are praying earnestly for the grace of Gt)d's 
Holy Spirit, God, your heavenly Father, is setting 
His seal upon you. He knows you, and He loves 
you as His own child ; He will not let you fall 
away ; He will keep you as the apple of His eye ; 
and, above all. He will give you the crowning grace 
of perseverance. He is not a hard master, '' reap- 
ing where He has not sown," or "gathering 
where He has not strawed." Every good desire, 
every sigh of penitential sorrow, every humble 
confession, every earnest resolution, is His gift. 
He wiU crown His own gifts. "To this man 
will I look," saith the Lord, "even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 
at My word" (Tsa. Ixvi. 2)» If, therefore, men 
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are hard upon you, take refuge in God's infinite 
loving-kindness. *^Tlie merciful goodness of the 
Lord endureth for ever and ever upon them that 
fear Him, even upon such as keep His covenant, 
and think upon His commandments to do them '' 
(Ps. ciii. 17, 18). 
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CHRIST'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEAET 

OF MAN 

SEEN IN HIS SYMPATHY WITH THE DOUBTS 
AND FEARS OF HIS DISCIPLES. 



St. John xvi. 24—30. 

" Hitherto hiwe ye ctshed nothing in My name : ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may he full. 
These things have I spolcen unto you in proverbs : 
hut the time cometh, when I shall no more speak 
unto you in proverbs, hut I shall shew you plainly 
of the Father, At that day ye shall ask in My Name: 
and I say not unto you, that I mil pray the Father 
for you : For the Father Himself loveth you, 
because ye have loved Me, and have believed that I 
came out from God. I came forth from the Father ; 
and am come into the world: again, I leave the 
world, and go to the Father. His disciples said 
vmio Him, Lo, now speakest Thou plainly , and 
speakest no proverb, Now a/re we sure that Thou 
knowest all things, and needest not that any man 
should ask Thee, By this we believe that Thou 
earnest forth from GodJ^ 

Man is so constituted, that he is influenced, not 
by his reason only, but by his affections, and even 
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more powerfully by that tender sympathy which 
is freely offered by those who have themselves 
passed through trials and sorrows, and can there- 
fore be touched with the feeling of the infirmities 
of others. 

This loving sympathy is a marked feature of 
the Bible. It can be traced page by page from 
Genesis to Revelation. It is most strikingly- 
manifested in the intercourse of Christ with His 
disciples, and in the tenderness with which He 
comforted the sorrowful, healed the sick, and 
forgave repentant sinners, as they (one and all) 
laid their miseries before Him. Nor did He send 
them out again into the world, to wallow in the 
mire of sin. He raised them above the world, and 
gave them power to live henceforth a higher and 
purer life. 

This knowledge of the heart of man ; this tender 
sympathy with all his necessities ; this power of 
healing, and comforting, and ennobling fallen men, 
found in Holy Scripture, constitutes its fitness to 
be the guide and stay of fallen creatures. 

It is far from clear, at first sight, how it was 
that the disciples expressed themselves satisfied 
with our Lord's answer to the question that they 
had so anxiously discussed. It was not because 
they understood His words : " I came forth from 
the Father, and am come into the world : again I 
leave the world, and go to the Father." They 
said, indeed, *' Now speakest thou plainly, and 
speakest no proverb/' which was true. Yet the 
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plain words, in the course of their fiilfilment, were 
darker to them than any proverb. They believed ; 
but their faith was not that firm faith which is 
built upon the rock of truth. Jesus answered 
them : Do ye now believe ? Behold, the hour cometh, 
yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every one 
to his own, and shall leave Me alone '' (John xvi. 
31). 

In reply to their unuttered doubts about the 
meaning of His statement, " A little while and ye 
shall not see me : and again, a little while and ye shall 
see me " — (ver. 16), Jesus had not explained the 
meaning of His words, but He had pointed out what 
would be the effect upon the disciples of those 
words, in their fulfilment. 

Their faith, therefore, was confirmed, not be- 
cause all was really plain, not because they had 
followed the sense of those words of wisdom, but 
because the disciples had felt the deep tenderness which 
breathed in every accent of that loving voice ; because 
in every phrase, mysterious though it were, there shone 
forth a clear knowledge of the inmost yearnings of 
their hearts. 

"Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask 
Him'^ (ver. 19). Feeling for their distressing per- 
plexities. He promised that a day should come 
when they need ask Him nothing, for they would 
know, even as they were known. He assured them 
of their share of the Father's love — " The Father 
Himself loveth you^^ (ver. 27). 

He also acknowledged the genuineness of their 
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love and their faith, in spite of their doubts and 
ignorance. " Became ye have loved Me, and have 
believed that I came out from God'' (ver. 27). 

And then He added the clear and simple words, 
" / came forth from the Father, and am come into the 
world: again. Heave the world, and go to the Fath&r" 
(ver. 28), responding to the wish of their hearts 
for full information, as far as it was possible to 
respond at that time : — using words which would be 
clear to them when the Holy Ghost should bring to 
their remembrance whatsoever Jesus had said unto 
them. 

It was by this sympathizing knowledge of 
their inmost thoughts that jesus ruled the 
hearts of his disciples. 

His deep and tender sympathy drew forth their 
aflfections: His perfect knowledge inspired them 
with confidence. 

We see this principle in all our Lord's dealings 
with those whom He would draw to Himself. 
When Nathanael, the guileless Israelite, ap- 
proached Him, full of doubt, asking : " Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth ? '^ he was con- 
verted by the simple words, " TFhen thou wast 
under the fig-tree, I saw th£e" (John i. 48). 

Why did this convert him P No doubt because 
the words of Jesus touched some chord of love, or 
fear, or hope, which had vibrated in his heart 
under the breath of God's Holy Spirit. 

When Zaccheus, moved by curiosity, mingled 
with deeper feelings, climbed up into the sycamore 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHRIST S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEART. O 

tree, to see Jesus passing by, the ordinary words, 
" Zacchem, make haste, and come down ; for to- 
day I must abide at thy house ^' (Luke xix. 5), 
brought salvation to him and his. Why P because 
they showed Christ's knowledge of his inmost 
thoughts, and sympathy with his secret longings. 

So also was it with St. Peter, rising from his 
fall, and seeking, with a trembling heart, to regain 
his Lord's aflfection and confidence :^—^^a^ which 
bound him for ever to his risen Saviour, was per- 
fectly expressed in the words of love and admir- 
ation. "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou 
knowest that I love thee " (John xxi. 17). 

So, perhaps, it was with St. Paul, when the 
Lord spoke to him from heaven : " Saul, Saul, why 
persecuted thou Me ? . . . it is hard to kick against 
the pricks '' (Acts ix. 4, 5). Zealous as he waif for 
the law, which he had studied for years at the feet 
of Gamaliel, satisfied (as he believed himself to be) 
that in persecuting the Christians he was " doing 
God service," there is little cause for doubt that 
his conscience had not been altogether silent: — 
some secret doubts had occurred to him : remorse 
had touched his heart, and the words of Divine 
knowledge found an echo therein. 

So also, again, with St. Augustine of Hippo, 
also imder a fig-tree ; the awful and long-continued 
struggle between evil habits and nobler longings 
— a struggle which had racked his whole being 
for many months, ended suddenly in the entire 
victory of truth and purity over delusion and self- 
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indulgence, as he read the words, " Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
fleshy to fulfil the lusts thereof ^^ (Rom. xiii. 14). 
This was the answer to his bitter cry, " How hng, 
Lord, how long ? " 

In all these instances the word was a word of 
sympathy, founded upon perfect knowledge of the 
heart. 

And, Is not this mysterious sympathy of heart 
with heart the secret of all influence for good 
amongst mankind P 

Whether we would teach men knowledge, or 
lead them on to a nobler course of life, or stir 
them up to accomplish some glorious deed, or 
help them to overcome the stubbornness of a deter- 
mined will, we must know the heart with which we 
hare to deal. We must ourselves be touched with 
a fellow-feeling for the most secret movements of 
the soul that we would influence for good. 

Whenever this union of sympathy, and 
knowledge of the heart, is found perfect, it 
is the token of God's presence. The word which 
combines them in full measure is the word of Ood. 

Let us apply this rule to the Holy Bible, which, 
thanks be to God, many of us have known from 
our early childhood. Let us put the holy say- 
ings of that sacred Book alongside of our own 
experience of life. Let us see how our most secret 
wants and trials, our most cherished hopes, our 
most thrilling fears, are there met, known, and 
felt for as we shall never find elsewhere. 
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That is God's word, which speaks to the hearts 
necessities. 

1. Are we perplexed at the strange incongruities 
between right as a law, impressed upon us by the 
Author of our nature, and wrong-doing, as a fact, 
boih in the world around us, and alas ! in ourselves 
also P Are we oppressed by the great mystery of 
evil in the world, while we feel that good is the 
first, and ought to be predominant P 

This perplexing incongruity is dealt with in the 
Bible, as it is nowhere eke. There we read that 
" God made man upright,'* and gave him perfect 
freedom to choose the good, and refuse the evil — 
but that, in the exercise of his freedom, man 
chose the evil, and refused the good. 

This is far indeed from explaining the great mys- 
tery of the origin of evil ; but it accounts for it in 
such a way as to answer perfectly to th^ actual facts of 
human life : and yet, at the same time, it encour- 
ages those aspirations after a perfect restoration of 
that Divine Image in which man was originally 
made ; and nothing short of that restoration can 
satisfy the mind, and heart, and soul, and con- 
science of the man who longs to be reconciled to 
God. 

2. Are we conscious of the need of mercy P 
— and burdened with the sense of guilt P Do we 
seek an assurance that mercy to the penitent is 
possible P 

how large, and free, andgraciom are the promises 
of Holy Scripture ! '* There is mercy with Thee, 
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therefore ahaU Thou he feared^* (Ps. cxxx. 4.) 
" Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 
more (Heb. viii. 12). " Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they 
he red like crirason, they shall l>e as wool" (Isa. i. 
18). " Thou art a God ready to pardon, graciom 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness " 
(Neh. ix. 17). " Like as a father pitieth his otm chil- 
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." *^Look 
how wide also the east is from the west ; so far hath 
He set our sins from us " (Ps. ciii. 13). 

And yet this free and full forgiveness is coupled 
with a deep detestation of sin, and a fuU sense of 
the degradation and misery of the sinner. 

The Lord is " of purer eyes than to behold evil," 
He cannot " look upon iniquity" (Hab. i. 13). " He 
will by no means clear the guilty " (Exod. xxxiv. 7). 
'* A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 
land" (Jer. v. 30). 

Where else, excepting in the Bible, or in the 
writings of those who have made the Bible their 
study, will you find this union of a deep hatred of 
sin, with the promise of free pardon for the peni- 
tent sinner ? Here alone " mercy and truth are 
met together ; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other ! " (Ps. Ixxxv. 10). 

3. There is not a nation under heaven in which 
there is not found some trace of the great doctrine 
of sacrifice. That awful question (put forth by 
the prophet Micah) embodies the fears and hopes of 
the entire fallen race. " Wherewith shall I come 
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before the Lordy and bow myselfbefore the high God ? 
Shall I come before Sim with burnt offerings, with 
calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, or mth ten thousands of rivers of 
oil ? Shall I give my first-born for my transgres- 
sion, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ? " 
(Mic. vi. 6, 7). 

The immediate answer avails to soothe the an- 
guish of the heart, without ftilly satisfying the 
craving of the understanding : — " He hath showed 
thee, man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly, and to love m^rcy^ and 
to walk humbly with thy God ? *' (Mic. vi. 8). 

The way of obedience is the way of peace. The 
need of a real sacrifice is not denied : the troubled 
heart is bid to rest in God, and in due time the 
fuller revelation will be given. And when it 
comes, oh ! how glorious it is ! Uow completely 
is the yearning heart satisfied ! 

" Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world ^' (John i. 29). '*If any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jems 
Christ the righteous ; and He is the propitiation for 
our sins : and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world '' (1 John ii. 1, 2). '' The blood 
of Christ '' the " Son '' of God, " cleanseth us from 
all sin,'' 

4. Are we from time to time perplexed with 
doubt, by the claims of conflicting duties P The 
scrupulous conscience is met by the promise : 
*' Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, 
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This is the way, walk ye in it, wlien ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left^* (Isa. 
XXX. 21). 

And the disciples of Christ are comforted with 
the assurance that they should not be left without 
a guide, when He was removed from them. He 
tells them that, " When He, the Spirit of Truth, 
ts come, He shall guide you into all truth" (John 
xvi. 13). 

5. Are we oppressed by the immeasurable dis- 
tance between the Infinite and the finite, the 
creature and the Creator, we read, " The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, {and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth" (John i. 14) . " God, who at 
sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by His Son" (Heb. i. 1). 
" Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God : but made Himself of 
no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men : and 
being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross'' (Phihp. ii. 6—8). 

The incarnation of the eternal Son ; His infinite 
condescension. His deep humiliation, revealed in 
the written word, have bridged over the awful 
golf which separates the Great I AM from man, 
the creature of a day, whose natural life is " gone 
like a shadow, and withered like grass" (Ps. cii. 11). 
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6. Again : Do we shrink with dread from the 
unseen world, into which we are to pass by the 
gates of death? Is it a sore trial of faith and 
constancy that we have to pass away from all 
familiar objects — to leave behind us home and 
kindred^ friends and acquaintances, occupations 
and amusements, and then to go away desolate, to a 
land where all is strange, untried, and perhaps 
uncongenial P how consoling is the promise of 
our Saviour : "/ go to prepare a place for you. And 
%f I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
arul receive you unto Myself that where I am, there 
ye may he also^' (John xiv. 2, 3). He knows 

-our love for home : He will not leave us homeless. 
He is gone (and He tells us that He has gone) 
expressly to prepare a place for us ; that place 
which is our only secure and lasting home — for 
He is there. 

7. Once more : Have we been called upon to pass 
through the fiery trial of sore bereavement, the 
grief which rends the heart above all other griefs, 
the loss of those dear ones, dearer than our own 
life P The father, the main pillar of the house ; 
the tender and loving mother ; the true wife, that 
doubled all our joys, and softened all our sorrows ; 
the bright happy children, whose faces lighted 
the dwelling-place of love — sunshine to-day, to- 
morrow darkness overshadowing the homestead; 
for, in one room lies the pale^ calm form ; that 
angel face, soon to be laid in the grave, to be seen 
no more in this world ! 
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What consolation can the world afford in the 
deep sorrows of humanity P What eye can look 
down into the grave of the beloved one without 
fear, and dread^ and hopeless misery, uinless we 
have a blessed assurance of a better home, the 
home of homes, which is never broken up. 

The Bible bids us not to sorrow, as others which 
have no hope : " For^ if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them ako which skep in Jesm 
fvill God bring tcith Him" (1 Thess. iv. 14). It 
turns our eyes towards that Holy City where 
" there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying" (Rev. xxi. 4). 

8. Lastly: Have we experienced the awful 
struggle between good and evil in our own lives ? 
Have we tried earnestly to subdue the evil, and 
to do the good. Have we found it to be like the 
cutting off of the right hand, or the plucking out 
of the right eye P See how the awful contest is 
described by the Apostle Paul; ''I find then a law, 
that, wh^n I would do good, evil is present with me. 
For I delight in the law of God after the inward 
man : but I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin, which is in my members, 
wretched man that I am ! " (Rom. yii. 21 — 24). 
Who ever felt this misery more keenly than did 
St. Paul, as he cried, " Who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death ? " (or, "from [this body of 
death.*') 



Digitized 



by Google 



Christ's knowledge of the heart. 13 

Was ever any one more fully conscious of his 
own weakness than the noble apostle P And yet 
it was no barren sympathy that he offered to his 
readers. The struggle is to end in perfect victory 
— " / thank God, through Jesm Christ our Lord ^' 
(Rom. vii. 2f5) ; and again in the following chapter : 
" There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
fleshy hut after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death '* (Rom. viii. 1, 2). 

Whatever be the secret grief, doubt, fear, or 
anxiety, which lies heavily upon the conscience or 
the heart, Jesus knows it — ^and he feels for it, for 
He has borne the burden. Those who believe in 
Him, who trust in Him, who see in Him the 
Father's tender love, have found the pearl of great 
price. 

Thousands have lived a life of purity, patience, 
and lovingkindness ; have visited the sick, have 
comforted the mourners, have faced the deadly 
pestilence, have rescued from the pit of corruption 
the fallen outcast, themselves untainted by the 
atmosphere of impurity — sustained by the grace 
given them through Him who came down to seek 
and to save those that were lost. 

(1) The Bible deals with the mystery of the 
origin and prevalence of evil. It tells us that man 
was made upright, but left free to choose the good 
or to refuse the evil. 
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(2) Upon his ftdl, man, groaning under the 
burden of guilt, yearned for restoration ; conscious 
of the need of mercy : The free and graciam promise 
of pardon is given. 

(3) Humanity has ever felt the deep need of 
atonement : — ^Behold, in Scripture, " The Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sin of the world ! " 

(4) The trial of the scrupulous conscience, waver- 
ing between conflicting duties, is met by the 
promise of guidance from above. 

(5) The awful gulf that separates the finite from 
the Infinite, is bridged over by the Incarnation, 

^(6) The terrors of death are stilled by the 
promise : ** I go to prepare a place for you.^* 

(7) In aU our deepest trials and sorrows, we 
have the blessed assurance, " Thy brother shall rise 
again.'* 

(8) And, once more, we find in Holy Scripture 
the promise of victory in the great personal conflict 
agaimt evil. 

All this (and far more, for those who will seek 
it) is contained in the Bible ; which therefore is 
God's word, because none but the all-seeing and all- 
merciful, to whom all hearts be open, and all desires 
known, could so have ministered to our deepest 
necessities, and calmed our fears. 

This is a personal assuramce of the truth of God, 
as seen in His word, which sets the seal to all 
external testimony. Before experience we rely on 
witnesses, like the Samaritans, who accepted the 



Digitized 



by Google 



Christ's knowledge of the heart. 15 

testimony of the woman who said, "JTi? told me 
all that ever I did/' After experience, we may- 
say with the same Samaritans : *' Now we believe, 
not because of thy saying ; for we have heard Him 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ 
the Saviour of the world (John iv.). 

Thousands there are, labouring men, artisans, 
men of profound science, keen, clever men of 
business, men exalted high in station above their 
fellows, all of whom have bowed before the cross, 
and have learnt to say, we ** have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious'' (1 Pet. ii. 3). We can exclaim 
with the Psalmist, " How sweet are Thy words unto 
my taste ! yea, sweeter than honey unto my mouth '' 
(Ps. cxix. 103). 

Prize, then, these blessed tokens of the truth of 
God's holy word, and look for more. 

In this pre-eminently is the promise sure, *^ To 
him that hath shall be given." 

The doctrines of our holy faith are so closely 
knit together that the knowledge of one leads on 
naturally to the understanding of the rest. Divine 
truth has one source, the God of all truth, who is 
one and undivided : and the revelation of Divine 
truth is adapted to the unity of our manhood. 
If a single chord of the heart vibrates to the breath 
of Divine truth, our whole being will respond in 
full tones of sweetest harmony. 

"Ash, and it shall be given unto you : seek, and ye 
shall find : knock, and it shall be opened unto you," 
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The promise is sure. It is the voice of Him 
who *' spake as never man spake," It is His promise, 
tv/io knows tis better than ice know ourselves, and whr 
feels for us, as tenderly as he knows us intimately. 
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St. John vi. 62. 

** What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend tip 
where He was hefore ? " 

[iav ovv ^ecop^re.] 

Many of those who listened to the teaching of 
Jesus, as recorded in this chapter, were sorely 
offended. 

When He said of Himself, '' I am the Bread of 
Life : he that cometh to Me shall never hunger ; 
and he that believeth on Me, shall never thirst," 
they murmured at Him : and, as He unfolded the 
great mystery more clearly, the Jews strove among 
themselves, saying, ^^ How can this man give us 
His flesh to eat P" 

Even many of His disciples said, ^'This is an 
hard saying; who can hear itP'^ Jesus knew 
that His disciples murmured at it, and He asks 
them, " Does this offend you P " and then He lays 
before them a still greater mystery : — " WTiat (He 
says) and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up 
where He was before P " 

10] 
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The words are an appeal to the crowning 
miracle of His ascension. If they shall see Him 
ascend up to that blessed home in heaven, then 
they will surely believe that He came down from 
heaven ; and they will no more doubt that He is 
indeed the Bread of Life. Then will they learn 
that it is the Spirit that quickeneth, not the flesh ; 
and they will realize that the words which Jesus 
spoke concerning His flesh and blood, " are spirit, 
and are life." These were indeed hard sayings to 
the disciples ; hard to be understood, and hard to 
believe. But when the day of His ascension had 
come, and He had led them out as far as to 
Bethany, and lifted up His hands and blessed 
them, and was parted from them, and carried up 
into heaven; then "they worshipped Him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy.'' 

No longer were His '^ sayings hard " : they 
were the words of eternal Life. 

Are not we also troubled with some of the hard 
sayings in Holy Scripture P Are there not some 
precepts and some doctrines hard to be received P 
These very words, which oflended the Jews, are 
still an offence to many who call themselves 
Christians ; and many, alas ! go back. They fear 
to seek Christ in His Holy Sacrament : they can- 
not, in their natural condition, apprehend the life- 
giving Spirit of His body broken, and His precious 
blood shed. If, dear brethren, we also find it 
difficult to behold the Son of man ascending up 
where He was before, what is the remedy ? The 
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remedy of the disciples is also ours. They "gazed 
up to heaven, and worshipped Him." 

If, therefore, we are willing to gaze upon 
Christ ascending into heaven, our hearts will no 
longer be carnal, but spiritual. When the priest 
cries, " Lift up your hearts unto the Lord," shall 
not we respond with thankful joy P " We lift them 
up unto the Lord." But, alas ! how many have 
miserably failed to believe in Christ ascending into 
heaven! How few care to come to church on 
Ascension Day ! 

Other great festivals — Christmas, and Good 
Friday — are celebrated with congregations as large 
as on Sundays. Christmas, the birth -day of 
Christ ; and Good Friday, the day of His death, 
draw us into His presence : — we rejoice in His 
birth, we mourn for His agony, we glory in His 
rising unto Life immortal Why then do you not 
in holy joy lift up your hearts to Him ascending 
into heaven? As His resurrection is the pledge 
of our life, a life that death cannot touch, so His 
ascension is the pledge of our glorification in the 
presence of God. If faithfully, devoutly, and 
reverently, we celebrate the exaltation of our 
Lord, we ascend with Him ; our hearts are " lifted 
up unto the Lord." 

Judge yourselves : let us all judge ourselves. 

Where were you, and how were you engaged, all 
through our Lord's Coronation Day P Some of 
you could not come to church in the morning; 
but many of you might have come in the evening. 
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Thank God, you have another opportunity to 
worship your ascended King, this day, the Sunday 
after Ascension Day. Lift up your hearts, there- 
fore, unto the Lord. Behold Him by faith, seated 
upon His throne — ^not as He was before He came 
down from heaven, to take upon Himself our fallen 
nature, to suffer and to die — ^but as He is now, 
" perfect man, and perfect God,^' established upon 
His heavenly throne for ever. Behold Him as 
your Redeemer, clothed in the glorious garments 
of holiness — the Lord of life immortal, awaiting 
the complete salvation' of all His ransomed ! 

It is the Coronation Day of our Heavenly King. 
O keep it, this day, as you have never kept it 
hitherto ! " What and if ye shall (by faith) see 
Him ascending up where He was before ? '^ (John 
vi. 62), With what love and adoration should we 
gaze upon Him ascending into the heavens, thence 
to send down wonderful blessings from the throne 
of His glory, upon which He took His seat at the 
right hand of the Father ! Consider, therefore, what 
is the force and meaning of the ascension. Jedus 
Himself has told us why He should ascend unto 
His Father. It was in order that we may celebrate 
it aright. Jesus tells His disciples, " I ascend unto 
My Father and your Father." Mary Magdalene 
was assured beforehand, on the Resurrection Day, 
when He bade her, " Go to My brethren, and say 
imto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your 
Father ; and to My God, and your God '^ (John 
XX. 17). 
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Let US follow her faath, that we may be prepared 
to see Him, " who is our life ; '' then shall we also 
" appear with Him in glory'* (Col. iii. 4). 

Consider further how all our hopes and longings 
are bound up in the truth of the Ascension. For 
what is our hope ? The Psalmist answers, ^^ In 
God is my hope.'' But how can we reach unto 
the throne of God P How can we pass the great 
gulf between the creature and the Creator? — 
between the All Holy and the fallen P 

By Christ, as Man, we reach up to the Godhead, 
He is the ladder between earth and heaven, where- 
on the patriarch beheld "the angels of God, 
ascending and descending." God is all in all 
to thee ; but in Christ God was made man. " The 
Word was made fleshy and dwelt among us." 

That which was/ar from thee is, by the manhood 
of Christ, brought near. But now He has ascended 
in our nature. Here God is : there above (where 
we hope to go) man is : the same Christ, God and 
Man : God in power, Almighty : Man in perfect 
union with believing men. God, present with us, 
to help us : Man, gone up for us, " to prepare a 
place " for us. 

• Behold this season, then, as the Coronation of 
our Heavenly King. The great work of our 
redemption is finished. He returns in triumph 
to heaven, leading captivity captive, and takes 
His seat upon the right hand of God. 

" Behold I a throne was set in heaven, and One 
sat upon the throne" (Rev. iv. 2). "A throne 
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in Heaven : *^ but who was He who should take 
His seat thereon? Jesus tells us Who — "The 
Son of Man shall sit in the throne of His glory '' 
(Matt. xix. 28). 

He, " the Word, was made flesh : " but now, 
" God hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a 
name which is above every name : that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in Heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth ; and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God ^' 
(Philip, ii. 9 — 11). He was, indeed, abiding in 
that glorious home before : as He says of Himself, 
" What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where He was before P " (John vi. 62). " He 
was there before,'' but not as " the Son of man." 
For His glorified humanity, this was a first en- 
thronement; and in His humanity He there abides, 
awaiting that hour, wherein the whole body of the 
elect shall be gathered in. 

What, dear brethren, can move our hearts, what 
can ennoble us more, than to behold our Blessed 
Saviour bearing our burdens, comforting us in our 
sorrows, giving His precious life to save us and 
assure us of life eternal? The deep wailing of 
the Psalmist, " My soul cleaveth to the dust,'' is 
the universal cry of the thoughtful man, ignorant 
of Christ, and Him crucified. 

But blessed be He who came down from heaven; 
He did not leave us to grope in darkness : no, He 
Himself went down into the darkness ; " when the 
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sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour.'' But in the 
appointed time, He came forth from the obscurity 
of the grave, all glorious. He abode awhile among 
the sons of men for the more confirmation of His 
disciples, and then returned to the Home of Bliss : 
that Home of which He said before, " I go and 
prepare a place for you ; and if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto Myself, that where I am there ye may be 
also" (Johnxiv. 2, 3). 
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CHRIST DESCENDING, ASCENDING, 
AND IN HEAVEN. 



St. John iii. 13—16. 

^^ No mem hath ascended up to heaven, hut He that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which 
is in heaven,** &c. 

Ascension thoughts should not lightly pass away. 
Let us, then, dwell thereon this day. 

Again and again our blessed Saviour led the 
thoughts of His disciples to His glorious ascenl^ion 
to the throne of God, whereon He was to take His 
seat for ever and ever. 

" A little while," He said to His disciples, " and 
ye shall not see Me ; and again, a little while, and 
ye shall see Me, because I go to the Father.'' 
"What," He asks, "and if ye see the Son of man 
ascend up where He was before P '' Here also we 
see Nicodemus inquiring into the mystery of the 
new birth : " How can a man,'' he says, " be born 
when he is old ? Can he enter the second time into 
his mother's womb, and be born ? " Jesus answered, 

11] 



Digitized 



by Google 



2 CHRIST DESCENDING, ASCENDING, 

*^ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." 

Here, then (in the case of Mcodemus, and in 
that of other of His disciples), we see our blessed 
Saviour leading them upwards towards the glorious 
mysteries of our redemption. He sets before them. 
Himself, WTio is in the heavens : referring, doubt- 
less, to the words of the Proverbs (xxx. 4) : ^' Who 
hath ascended up into heaven, or descended P . . . 
and what is His name; and what is His Son's 
name?" Again (in the Psalms, Ivii. 5 — 11): 
" Set up Thyself y O God, above the heavens . . • 
Be Thou exalted, O God, above the heavens : let 
Thy glory be above all the earth.*' 

To whom, then, are these glorious words ad- 
dressed P Not to the Father, for He never was 
humbled ; but to Him who was laid in the manger ; 
to Him who hungered and thirsted, and was weary, 
for us: who was sold by Judas, was bought by 
the Jews ; apprehended, bound, scorned, crowned 
with thorns, and nailed to the accursed tree : who 
was pierced with the spear, — " dead and buried." 
To Him it was addressed, " Set up Thyself (Thou 
who art God) above the heavens : " set up Thy- 
self who didst hang upon the cross. Of Him 
it was spoken by the Psalmist, ^^ Who is like 
unto the Lord our God^ that hath His dwelling so 
high, and yet humbleth Himself to behold the 
things that are in the earth P He taketh up the 
simple out of the dust, and lifteth the poor out of 
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the mire, that He may set Him with princes, even 
with the princes of His people/' 

Our blessed Lord applies these prophecies to 
Himself, under the title of the Son of God. He 
had already descended from the heavens. He 
was prepared, in His own good time, to return, 
and take His appointed seat on the right hand of 
God. At the same time. He says that, even when 
He speaks upon earth. He is in Heaven. 

Two objections may be made to what has been 
above stated. 

(1) Fir%ty that "He who descended from the 
heavens was God alone : '' and secondly y that '^ He 
who ascended was man.'' Yes ; but He was one 
Christ. 

He does not say that nothing '* hath ascended 
up to heaven ; ^^ He says that no one {Svbels) had 
ascended ; and this refers to the person, not to 
the clothing of the person. Christ descended 
without the clothing of the body; but He as- 
cended, clothed with that spotless body which 
He had assumed in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary. 

(2) The second objection is, that Jesus declared 
Himself to be in Heaven, even while He was still 
upon the earth. His words were — " No man hath 
ascended up to heaven, but He that came down 
from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven." Whereas they saw Him before their 
eyes upon earth. But this also was answered by 
the hjrpostatic union. He was still upon the 
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4 CHRIST DESCENDING, ASCENDING, 

earth in His huinaiiity ; and yet in His Divinity 
He was in Heaven. 

He then proceeds to say, *' As Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be liftied up/' The serpent was lifted 
up ; with what object ? To obtain hodUy healing : 
but Christ was lifted up to procure spiritual heal- 
ing. The brazen serpent in the wilderness was 
the image of the deadly serpent ; but it was the 
image without the poison. Christ was in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, but without the sin. 

He was lifted up, first upon the cross ; but, in 
the appointed time, He, " The Son of man, must 
be lifted up." And He Himself declares that, '^ I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto Me" (John xii. 32). 

Behold Him, far above all the heavens ! seated 
at the right hand of God ! " God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; " but this does not set up a bar against the 
other joyful celebrations of His glory ; therefore, 
" lift up your hearts unto the Lard," our ever- 
living Saviour. We were not indeed witnesses o^ 
His glorious ascension, but we believe it; there- 
fore, we may lay hold of the promise in the 
Gospel : " Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed" — ^they are Christ's own 
words (John xx. 29). Let us, then, lay hold upon 
this gracious promise: we have not seen His 
wonderful miracles of mercy, nor have we heard 
His own loving words ; but '^ blessed are they that 
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have not seen, and yet have beKeved'' — ^they are 
His own words. We see His miracles and hear His 
teaching, with the eyes and the ears of our hearts. 

So shall we (by the grace of God) ascend, not 
by our own virtue, but by our unity with the 
ascended Saviour. For " tiDO are one flesh.'^ 
*' Gh*eat is the mystery of Christ and His Church ; ^' 
" no more twain, but one flesh/' 

He descended, that He might restore thee from 
thy fallen condition. He ascended, that He might 
prepare a place for thee in heaven. 

'^Lift up your heart unto the Lord." He is 
your refuge. But if you lift up your heart to 
other than the Lord, you will fall into the sin of 
pride. 

As long as we are in the world, even the holiest 
will fall more or less. If by the grace of God you 
are free from deadly sin, remember that to umh for 
what you know to be wrong is sin ; to think com- 
plaisantly of that which has led you towards evil 
is sin ; but God in His infinite mercy has given, 
besides the original washing of regeneration, other 
daily remedies. Our daily cleansing is the Lord's 
prayer. If earnestly and steadfastly we say, " For- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us,^' the gracious Father will bid 
us " Lift our heart unto the Lord." 
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THE LIVING WATER. 



John vii. 37—39. 

" In the last day^ that great day of the feasty Jesus 
stood and cried, sayiny, If any man thirsty let 
him come unto Me, and drink. He that believeth 
on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water, {But this spake 
He of the Spi/rit, which they that believe on Him 
should receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given ; because that Jesus was not yet glorified,) *' 

On the seventh day of the feast of tabernacles 
it was the custom for the priests to bring water 
in golden vessels from the pool of Siloam, with 
great pomp, to the temple, and then solemnly 
offer it to God, and pour it upon the altar, singing 
the Alleluia, the 113th and the 114th Psalms. 
On the eighth day, the Psalms alone were simg • 
and on the last day of the last of the series of fes- 
tivals, Jesus stood, that all might see Him ; He 
cried, that aU might hear His gracious invita- 
tion : " If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, 
and drink," fulfilling the words of the Preacher, 
" Wisdom crieth without : she uttereth her voice 
12] 
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in the streets/' ..." How long, ye simple ones, 
will ye love simplicity ?"..." Behold, I will 
pour out My Spirit unto you ; I will make known 
My words unto you" (Prov. l'20— 23). " He that 
believeth in Me, as the Scripture hath said^ out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water ^' 
(John viL 38). 

The promise is not found in so many words, but 
substantially, in the fourteenth chapter of the 
prophet Zechariah : " It shall be in that day, that 
living waters shall go out from Jerusalem ; half of 
them toward the former (or ' the eastern ') sea, 
and half of them toward the hinder sea: in 
summer and in winter shall it be " (xiv. 8). 

" If any man thirst," said our Saviour, " let him 
come unto Me, and drink." He puts * thirst ' first, 
not * hunger.' Hunger results in exhaustion; 
prolonged thirst ends in madness. What, then, is 
the object of the soul's thirst P First, it seeks for 
happiness : secondly, it craves for lave : thirdly, it 
seeks after knowledge : * fourthly, it longs for holi- 
ness. But, alas ! does not fallen man, if left to 
himself, find in place of happiness, misery ; for 
love, bereavement ; for knowledge, perpleonty ; and 
lastly, for holiness, sin? Where, then, can we 
find true bliss P unchangeable love P clear know- 
ledge P perfect wisdom P and unspotted holiness P 
Jesus, and He alone, can satisfy the cry of fallen 
man. " If any man thirst," cries our gracious 
Saviour, " let him come unto Me and drink. He . 
that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, 
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out of liis belly shall flow rivers of living water/' 
*' This spake He of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on Him should receive : " and it was ful- 
filled for the apostles on the day of Pentecost : 
for then the Holy Ghost was poured upon them 
from on high. With the " sound from heaven, as 
of a rushing mighty wind,'' that " filled all the 
house where they were sitting, there appeared unto 
the apostles cloven tongues, like as of fire, and sat 
upon each of them, and they were filled with the 
Holy Ghost." 

Upon us also these gracious gifts are bestowed, 
if we are faithful to our Lord ; but they are given 
without the sound from heaven of a rushing wind. 
To us the gracious gifts of the Holy Ghost are con- 
veyed by the '* laying on of hands." Silently, yet 
truly, the seven- fold gifts are imparted to the 
thirsty soul, " the spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing ; the spirit of counsel and ghostly strength ; 
the spirit of knowledge and true godliaess ; and 
the spirit of God's holy fear." 

But these gifts, so graciously bestowed in Con- 
firmation, are not exhausted in the giving. 
"Rivers of living water" are Christ's gifts. 
" WTi'OSO&ver,'' he says, " that drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water, springing up unto everlasting 
life" (Johniv. 14). 

Try to realize these gracious promises. In all 
your troubles you vrill find support and patience, 
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to bear them; courage, to fight against the tempt- 
ations from within and from without ; " wisdom/' 
to refuse the evil and to choose the good ; " w»- 
derstanding," to know the mysteries of the king- 
dom of God ; " counsel/' to help your brother with 
kindly words of guidance ; and " ghostly strength,'* 
to enable you to overcome your spiritual enemies ; 
^'knowledge," that you may imprint it on your 
own soul, and impart it (in a loving spirit) to 
those who are ignorant and out of the way ; " true 
godliness," that in all your ways you should 
acknowledge Sim ; that you may do all things 
as in His sight — that the promotion of His glory 
should be the end and aim of all your endeavours. 
Do these gracious promises seem to be far be- 
yond what is natural ? Oh ! no. Our life is not 
the life of the dumb animals. Our true life is not 
to eat, and to drink, and to take our rest. Our 
true life is not to have a loving wife ; a kind help- 
mate; obedient and healthy children. Our true 
life is not to hold offices of trust and honour, and 
to be called, " Babbi, Rabbi.^' Our true life is not 
to enjoy the pleasures of the world ; for the bond 
of family affection is apt to be rudely snapped. 
The loving wife is taken from her husband's side, 
perhaps suddenly ; the sweet, obedient child is called 
to the Home of the great Father above. Our life 
upon earth is but '^ as a shadow that passeth away 
. . . and so soon as we are born we begin to draw 
to our end" (Wisdom v. 9 and 13). But God, 
in His great love, liveth for ever and ever ; and it 
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is His gracious will that we should live with Him 
in life eternal. Therefore it was that He gave 
His dear Son to die for us, that we might be re- 
deemed from sin and death, and be made partakers 
of His holiness. To this end He has promised us 
that "living water,'' whereof if we drink *'we 
shall never thirst ; but it shall be in us a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life." 

God has so made us that we long for happiness. 
We all feel that we have not laid hold of perfect 
peace, and joy, and rest, and refreshment. As 
long as we seek our happiness in this world we 
must be disappointed : and why P Because God 
has prepared a better life for us ; a life that never 
ends. 

God made man in His own image ; but, alas ! 
we have fallen; the image is marred: therefore, 
until we are restored from the fall we shall never 
be satisfied. " As for me,'' says the Psalmist, " I 
will behold Thy presence in righteousness, and 
when I awake up after Thy likeness, I shall be 
satisfied with it" (Ps. xvii. 16). 

This, dear brethren, is that for which every 
true Christian longs — to " see God," and to love 
Him for ever : nothing else can satisfy us, because 
God made us for that end. 

But perhaps you feel that God is so far away 
from you, that your cry is, " I cannot see Him : 
how then can I know Him P and if I know Him 
not, how can I love Him P" Yes. God is afar oiF, 
beyond our gaze, and beyond our understanding ; 
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but it does not therefore follow that He is beyond 
our love, if we draw near to Him in Jesus. There- 
fore, dear brethren, did He send His dear Son into 
the world, that in the face of Jesus we may " see 
God " and yet live. Therefore Jesus stood and 
cried: " If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, 
and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the 
Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water. ^' To every faithful heart 
He Ailfils His promise day by day ; especially when 
we commemorate the outpouring of the graces of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Listen, 
then, to His loving invitation : " Come imto Me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest." " Take My yoke upon you, and 
learn of Me, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 
Listen to another gracious promise : " I will not 
leave you comfortless ; I will come unto you . . . 
I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide with you 
for ever ; even the Spirit of truth." And again, He 
says : " The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in My Name, He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you " 
(John xiv. 26, 27). 

Have not we also, dear brethren, found how 
true is this promise P Has not the Holy Ghost 
brought to our knowledge, and again and again 
to our remembrance, all that the Lord Jesus has 
done, and suffered, and spoken for us P May we 
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not, then, take to ourselves His gracious promises ? 
" Peace I leave with you ; My peace I give unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid " (John xiv. 27). All these gracious 
gifts are brought home to us by His Spirit. When 
Jesus spoke, the Holy Spirit " had not yet come, 
because Jesus was not then glorified." But now 
He is glorified. He was glorified in His Resur- 
rection, in His Ascension, and in His Session on 
the Right Hand of God. 

Then was fulfilled the words spoken to His 
sorrowing disciples : " I tell you the truth ; * It is 
expedient for you that I go away' '' ; and He told 
them why He should leave them ; "for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you : but 
if I depart, I will send Him unto you." Therefore 
is the Holy Ghost now given abundantly to those 
who seek His holy graces. No need that we 
be slaves to our own evil desires ; no longer can 
" Satan get an advantage of us," if we are true to 
our profession. Jesus has deprived him of his 
power. " Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you," says James. 

See how boldly and confidently the Apostle 
Paul speaks : " Sin (he says) shall not have dominion 
over you," and he tells us why : ^' For ye are not 
under the law, but under grace " (Rom. vi. 14). 
The law says : " Do this, and live : " but it does 
not give the power. Jesus says : " Do this, and 
live," and at the same time He gives you the 
almighty help of the Holy Ghost. 
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In this strength, then, fight bravely and hope- 
ftdly against your besetting sins. Fight manfully, 
patiently, with earnest prayer for help, and then 
you will have on your side the almighty power of 
God. 

Seek with earnest cries for " the living water," 
the " well of water springing up into everlasting 
life.^' Fill the cistern of your hearts from the 
fountains of living waters : wash away the stain of 
past sins in the " fountain opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin 
and uncleanness" (Zech. xiii. 1). 

For pitiful compassion, for love greater than all 
earthly love, seek your Saviour's face. Behold 
Him, pleading for our redemption, in the garden 
of Gethsemane : " Being in an agony. He prayed 
more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground." 
He will draw you to Himself: He will have 
compassion upon you, and save you. And through 
Him, who thus gave Himself for you, do you draw 
near to the Eternal Father, who loved you from 
eternity, and gave His dear Son, that you might 
live with Him for ever in heaven. 
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GRACE, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND MERCY. 



Psalm cxvi. 6. 

^* Ghacious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God 
is merdfuV^ 

It is hard for upright men to be patient and 
merciful in dealing with unprincipled men. It is 
hard to feel kindly towards a thief, or a murderer ; 
but Jesus, upon the cross, touched the heart of 
the penitent thief, and granted to him forgiveness 
in the very hour of death ; a full pardon with a 
still fuller promise : " To-day shalt thou be with 
Me in Paradise/^ 

The wrath of God is not inconsistent with His 
mercy. As wrath is revealed against aU iniquity, 
so mercy is over all His works, and aboundeth 
towards those that fear Him. That mercy is 
frequently set before us in Holy Scripture. " His 
mercy is ever more and more towards us.'' " He 
is gracious, because His mercy endureth for ever." 
How, then, can His righteous anger against sin 
be reconciled with His mercy ? In the text He 
is declared to be " gracious," " righteous ; " yea, 
18] 
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" merciful." No doubt righteousness is the source 
of wrath against sin; as t^nrighteousness is its 
object ; and if God's righteousness had stood alonet 
then wrath would have assuredly followed, for us 
miserable sinners. But our heavenly Father is 
not righteous only, but gracious firaty and then 
righteous. By grace He is righteous, yet merci- 
ftd ; nay, therefore merciful. 

O, then, dear brethren, give thanks unto the 
Lord, for He is good — His mercy endureth for 
ever ; — yes, for ever and ever; and not only so, 
but increasing: "For His mercifiil kindness is 
ever more and more towards us ; and the truth of 
the Lord endureth for ever " (Ps. cxvii.). 

If you ask, How can even a gracious God be 
righteous, and yet be merciful to the imrighteous ? 
Let us turn, for an answer, to the First Epistle of 
St. John (i. 7) : " The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin.'' " In whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins, to the riches of His grace " (Eph. i. 
7). Here we see how " God may be just, and the 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus " (Rom. 
vi. 26). 

Gracious is He, our heavenly Father ; therefore, 
" He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all'' (Rom. viii. 32). Gracious and 
merciful is the eternal Son; therefore He gave 
Himself for our redemption, the innocent for the 
guilty, and, He being mlling, "the Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all." 
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Thus has God graciously made mercy possible 
without the breach of righteousness. "Mercy 
and truth are met together," in Christ Jesus; 
" righteousness and peace have kissed each other," 
in the Incarnate God. 

The Pharisaic righteousness, in Simon, looked 
with contempt upon the weeping woman, as a 
sinner (Luke vii. 39 — 50) ; on the other hand, the 
righteousness of grace in Christ proclaims, " Thy 
sins be forgiven thee '' ; " thy faith hath saved 
thee " ; " go in peace." Penitence was inwrought 
by the Holy Spirit, and the love of Jesus entered 
into her broken heart, to abide there for ever. 

Wonderful is the conversion of the soul that 
has for many years lived without God in the 
world ! The righteous wrath of God is most 
certain ; but, on the other hand. His mercy is also 
assuredly true. If we cannot reconcile them, God 
can. 

Let us, therefore fear His wrath ; for " God is 
angry with the wicked every day '* (Ps. vii. 11) ; 
therefore flee from sin. Let us believe and trust 
in God's mercy, and with loving confidence go to 
Him for grace to keep His commandments. 

1. Here notice that even in the case of the 
wicked and impenitent, wrath is mitigated by 
mercy. God is patient and long-suflfering, giving 
space for repentance : He is waiting to be gracious. 

Take the case of Ahab. How patient and long- 
suffering was God with this wicked king ! God 
promised that not in his days should the punish- 
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ment come. How tenderly and graciously was 
the timid man enticed to an entire and trae 
repentance and change of life. 

Has not God dealt as tenderly and patiently 
with some of you ? Severe sickness has laid you 
on what seemed to be the bed of death ; but God 
in His mercy restored you to health. 

There may be some who have incurred heavy 
losses in business, and poverty has seemed to be 
your doom ; but God in His mercy has reinstated 
you : your losses have been restored, and the fear 
of poverty has passed away. Once more — ^Have 
you, in time of prevailing sickness, seen your 
beloved ones all but lost to you ? — but your dear 
ones are restored. And why P Because God, in 
His loving mercy, would draw you to Himself. 
If you respond to His goodness, you will taste His 
infinite mercy. But for the impenitent, who 
harden their hearts, these minglings of mercy with 
judgment are, after all, only like gleams of sun- 
shine between the thunder -clouds. The storm 
bursts out at length, in all its fury: the lightnings 
flash, the thunder rolls ; and where the fiery bolt 
strikes, deadly destruction follows. Even so the 
wrath of God will be finally revealed against the 
impenitent ; and, to the children of disobedience, 
that wrath will be only the more terrible by 
contrast with the gleamings of mercy which they 
have rejected. 

2. But, thanks be to God, there is for the 
penitent another, and far more glorious, fulfilment 
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of the text. To every one who truly repents, 
God will say, as He said to Paul, '' Arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins." 

Yes; as surely as he was forgiven in his baptism, 
so surely, "If we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." 

Our past sins will be blotted out in the precious 
blood of Christ. Listen to God's promise to the 
penitent: "I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and their iniquities I will 
remember no more'* (Heb. viii. 12). 

Behold ! then, the very Gospel message : these 
are the true good tidings of great joy — the fiiU 
and free forgiveness of all sins confessed, hated, 
forsaken — forgiveness by a God, "faithful and 
just ; " or, as the text, " gracious and righteous :" 
gracious, to give a] Saviour ; faithful, to fulfil His 
promises of mercy ; true to His word ; true to 
His character. The "righteous Lord loveth 
righteousness'' (Ps. xi, 8). His pardoning mercy 
leads the penitent to holiness of life. 

Herein is true mercy : for thus alone can true 
peace and true joy be found. Gracious and 
righteous is the bountiful Giver of mercies : 
gracious is the gift of salvation : gracious is the 
gift of power to receive the graee bestowed upon 
the penitent through Christ: righteous by the 
all-perfect righteousness of Christ; of which every 
true Christian, being grafted into Him, is made 
partaker : God's gracious love being the fountain 
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from whence flows forth the grace which is given 
to us in our Lord and Saviour Jesus "Christ. 

Ask of God to give you true repentance. Ask 
Him to give you a contrite heart. Ask Him, with 
earnest pleading, to give you a deep hatred of sin. 
Ask of Him to pour into your heart such love 
towards Him, that loving Him with all your heart 
and mind and soul, you may receive His gracious 
promise of forgiveness, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To whom shall we go but 
to Him who came down into the world to seek and 
to save those that were lost ? — who came to give 
Himself a sacrifice for our sins — who bore our 
sins in His body on the cross. 

Kneel doum this evening, and ask Him to forgive 
you all your transgressions. Tell Him how lost 
and hopeless you are. Ask Him to wash away all 
your sins in His precious blood. 

Ask Him to give you true sorrow for your sins. 
Ask Him to give you holy courage to resist the 
tempter, and turn away from those sins which 
have held you bound in the cruel chain of evil 
habits. 

He is gracious and merciful: and He is also 
righteous. Plead therefore earnestly in His name, 
Who can impart grace, the loving favour of our 
God — Who can be righteous, and yet forgive the 
penitent : He is merciful, tender, and loving. 
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St. Luke xiv. 16. 

^* Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the Jcingdom of 
Oodr 

The Pharisees were ever ready to find fault with 
Jesus, yet they could neither deny that He healed 
the sick, and wrought mighty miracles, nor that 
His miracles were works of mercy and loving- 
kindness. 

On this occasion our Saviour was a guest in the 
house of one of the Pharisees on the Sabbath day. 
It was their custom to allow sick people to 
enter their houses for relief and comfort. While 
Jesus was in the house there was a man who had 
the dropsy. Knowing that the Pharisees were 
ready to find fault with Him^ Jesus asked them, 
'^s it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?" but 
they held their peace. They were afraid to affirm 
that it was imlawful ; but, on the other hand, they 
were unwilling to confess that it was lawful. Jesus 
therefore '' took the sick man, healed him, and let 
him go;" and then He showed that they them- 
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selves Iiad no scruple to pull up an ass, or an ox, 
which had fallen into a pit on the Sabbath day. 
" And they could not answer Him/' 

He then set before them how ready they were 
to take the highest places for themselves; and 
showed them how much more blessed it is to call 
to their festal board the poor, the maimed, the 
halt, and the blind, for then "shalt thou be 
blessed; for they cannot recompense thee : for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just. And when one of them that sat at meat 
with Him heard these things, he said unto Him, 
"Blessed is he that shall eat bread ik the 
KINGDOM OF GoD " — (St. Lukc xiv. 14 — 19). 
Alas ! of all those who sat at meat with Jesus in 
the Pharisee's house, one alone seems to have laid 
to heart the teaching of our Lord. And even he 
probably did not fully understand the meaning of 
his own words. 

Probably he was looking forward to the great 
feast, of which the Passover was a type, which the 
Jews expected " at the resurrection of the just," 
and perhaps assumed that he himself would be 
a partaker. In answer to this man's aspiration, 
Jesus speaks the parable of the *^ Great Supper.'* 
" A certain man made a great supper, and bade 
many." St. Matthew says (xxii. 2), "-4 certain 
king made a marriage for his son " — God, the King 
of all: "fl great supper;'* *\a feast of fat things, 
fall of marrow, of wines on the lees, well refined,* 
(Isa- XXV. 6) ; ^^ the marriage supper of the Lamb,** 
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of which St. John writes, by the inspiration of 
God, ''Blessed are they which are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb " (Rev. xix. 9), 

Here, then, are set before us all gospel blessings. 
To this heavenly feast many were bidden. The 
Jews were first called, by John the Baptist : then 
Jesus Himself invited them to the marriage of the 
Lamb ; and to draw them still nearer to Himself, 
He says, " I am the Bread of Life,'' " I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven ; " and 
then He most graciously adds : " If any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever; and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world" (St. John vi. 48—51). 

Then, in His great love to the lost and erring 
soul. He says to His disciples, first, ** Go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel " (St. Matt. 
X. 6). '' But, alas ! they all began with one consent 
to make excuse '^ (St. Luke xiv.). The feast was 
prepared, but they were not ready to come in. 
They would neither open their hearts to Him that 
knocked, nor would they receive His gracious 
invitation, " If any man thirst, let him come 
unto Me and drink/' They cared not to " labour 
for the meat that endureth unto everlasting 
life." 

The same blessing is also offered to us. How, 
then, do we receive His gracious invitation P Who 
of tis is not ready to say, " Slewed is he that shall 
eat bread in the kingdom of God; " or, " Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : 
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yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours ; and their works do follow them '' (Rev. 
xiv. 13). May I stand on the right hand in the 
last day ! 

But do we mean it? or is it only a form of 
speech ? Take the parable which Jcsus spoke in 
answer to the exclamation, '^ Blessed is he that shall 
eat bread in the kingdom of God'' — '^ A certain man 
made a great supper, and bade many." We are 
among those who are invited; but how many 
accept the gracious invitation? How many of 
you turn away from your Saviour's loving voice ! 

He has sent forth His servants, the preachers 
of the gospel. You are again and again entreated, 
in His holy name, to open the door, that He may 
enter into your hearts. 

In the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the faith- 
ful enjoy the foretaste of the marriage of the Lamb 
in heaven. Have you not often been invited to 
partake with them P but what have many of you 
done? You have begun to make excuse; and 
your excuses are exactly those which our Lord has 
condemned. 

" I have bought a field, and I must needs go and see 
it ; I pray thee have me excused." " / have bought 
five yok^ of oxen, and I go to prove them : I pray 
thse have me excused." " / have married a ' unfe, 
and therefore I cannot come ; " a positive refusal. 

Now mark (my brethren), the ordinary nature 
of these excuses : all alike they were things lawful 
and natural ; they were perfectly harmless in them- 
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selves. It is not wrong to buy a field, or to buy five 
yoke of oxen, or to prove them. Marriage, *' holy 
matrimony/' was sanctified by our Lord's presence 
at the marriage in Cana of Galilee. 

Where, then, lies the hindrance P Alas ! it is 
in the mind of the invited guest. The spirit of 
the excuse is the evil. It marks the heart alien- 
ated from the love of God. It shows that the heart 
is satisfied, or tries to be satisfied, with this world, 
its pleasures, and its gains. Your heart is engrossed 
in lower pleasures, and has no room for Christ. 

Alas! you say (in your heart), "Excuse me," 
" I cannot come.'* Alas ! it means, too often, " I 
mil not come/' 

But why, my dear brothers and sisters, why 
should you turn away from your Saviour's loving 
voice ? The ordinary occupations of life need be 
no hindrance to coming to Jesus in the Holy 
Communion. 

It is not the farm, the business, the house life, 
that hinders you from drawing near to the Holy 
Table ; it is the worldly heart. 

There is no need to give up your business, but 
your business will be blessed, the more you draw 
near to God. Some, indeed, may be called to a 
higher life, a special ministry of love ; and any of 
you may, in God's providence, be laid up in 
sickness, or you may lose your dearest earthly 
blessings — the wife of your bosom, or your dear 
loving children, may be taken from you. 

Then, where will you turn for comfort and 
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support? The world cannot call the departed 
ones to life again. But God can comfort you, for 
He may first console you in your sorrows, and by 
those sorrows He may draw you nearer to your 
Saviour. 

Blessed will you be (dear brethren), if you will, 
before those days of sorrows come, seek God's 
Holy Presence. Do not be satisfied with feeble 
wishes to be better than you are. 

Jesus says, " Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

If you are held back from the Holy Communion 
by doubts and fears, pray God to teach you, 
and guide you. Confess your sins before God, 
and beseech Him to forgive you your sins, for 
Christ's sake ; but if you cannot so find peace, 
seek the minister of Christ, whose duty it is to 
give comfort and counsel to those who are in 
doubt and fear. 

But there must be something very wrong, and 
very sad, that so many withdraw from our Saviour's 
loving call. 

Some are held back from Holy Communion by 
real fears (which must be respected) ; others by 
actual sins : alas ! this is the worst reason of all, 
for it leads to death eternal. 

Many are withheld by the engrossment of 
business. But, whatever the reason may be, this 
is plain : — So long as we turn away from our 
Saviour's invitation now, we cannot say with a 
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clear conscience, or with a reasonable hope, 
" Blessed is he thai shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
Ood!^* The hope of heaven is dimmed and 
blurred, by coldness and indifference to present 
privileges. 

The presence of God, by His indwelling Spirit, 
is the fire of love: "the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding." This is the only 
pledge of future happiness. The heavenly life is 
one; it is begun on earth; it is perfected in 
heaven. " When Christy mho is our Life, shall 
appear, then shall we appear with Him in glory." 
But, if we will not have Him as our Life here, we 
cannot be with Him in joy hereafter. If we do not 
receive Him hei^e^ as our Saviour, we must stand 
before Him as our judge there. 

O pray earnestly that God would give you a 
loving heart ; a true earnest desire for the Bread 
of Life! 

" I am the Resurrection and the Life,'' saith the 
Lord. He only can renew your life. He loves 
you more than you love yourselves. It is not His 
will that you should die ; but that you should live 
with Him for ever. For this end. He gave His 
spotless body to the agony of the cross, that you 
may be holy as He is holy. He shed His precious 
blood, that you may be released from all sin., 
"Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, 
from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours." They worked for 
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Hiniy and He fed them ; " He fed His people in 
the wilderness with manna." In heaven they 
will eat angels' food. 

But if we turn away from Him, herSy how can 
we receive the Bread of Life in heaven ? 
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Philippians iii. 20. 

" Our conversation (or our citizensliip) is in heaven,^* 
[^fxuir yap to TroXtr^v/ixa iv ovpavots v'k6.p\(ei.'\ 

The ancient Greek was, above all things, a citizen. 
Living in the open air, in the lovely climate of 
his southern peninsula, inquisitive, sociable, and 
proud of the glory of the city which he called his 
own, he cared little for domestic comfort, and little 
for the welfare of Greece as a whole. His citizen- 
ship was his boast and his joy. The city was to 
him his all in all : her glory was his glory, her 
prosperity his happiness* 

He had a voice in her councils. The State could 
neither declare war, nor conclude peace, without 
his consent. When other cities or countries were 
conquered by her armies, the fate of the subject- 
people depended on his vote. 

Life or death, destruction or alliance, were 
decided by the united voice of the sovereign 
people. 

The Eomans had this feeling quite as strongly 
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as the Greeks^ but with this diflference, that wher- 
ever in the vast area of the Empire they had their 
abode, their thoughts and their affections were 
turned towards Rome itself, the^one great city, the 
centre of all their glory. 

Fhilippi was the leading Macedonian city of the 
district in which it stood^ and a Koman colony. 
The native Greek inhabitants of Philippi had pro- 
bably not forgotten that their city was founded by 
the great Macedonian, King Philip, and called by 
his name. They, no doubt, took pride in their 
city for ita own sake. 

The Roman inhabitants gloried in the higher 
citizenship of Rome. As Philippi was a colony, 
her people were entitled to all the privileges of 
Roman citizens. A Roman colony was in fact a 
portion of Rome itself, transplanted to the pro- 
vinces. The colonists were governed by their own 
Senate and magistrates, and were therefore firee 
from the governor of the province in which the 
colony stood. 

The words, therefore, of the apostle, " Our citi- 
zenship, * or our CV^y,' or our State ^ would come 
with i)eculiar force upon all the Philippian Chris- 
tians. 

If they were of the subject race, t. e. if they 
were native Macedonians, the words would remind 
them of the former glory of their own city, Philippi, 
and of the privileges they once enjoyed as Grecian 
citizens ; it would console them imder their present 
trials, as a subject race, to consider that though they 
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were not freemen of Rome, though they did not 
enjoy the privileges of the Boman citizenship, yet 
they had a citizenship above. They could there- 
fore say: "We are freemen of that heavenly City, 
which hath unshaken foundations, whose Builder 
and Maker is God ; our city is in heaven.'* 

If, on the other hand, his converts were of the 
favoured race ; if they had in their heathen state 
enjoyed the privileges of Roman citizens, and had 
then minded earthly things (which we are all apt 
to do, when the world goes well with us), now 
they would feel the call of their apostolic teacher, 
to lift their thoughts and affections to a higher 
and nobler citizenship than that of Rome. 

Now that they were Christians, many of their 
highest privileges as Roman citizens, had lost 
their value. Heathen Rome was no longer the 
central object of their thoughts. They were 
contemned and despised by their heathen fellow- 
citizens ; a new bond of union was therefore neces- 
sary for them ; accordingly the apostle points them 
to the City of the Great King. Heaven is their 
city now. St. Paul, himself a citizen, of Rome, 
(see Acts ±xii. 28), writes to them -as his fellow- 
citizens, and draws their hearts to the heavenly city. 

^We, too, have a pride and glory, not, indeed, 
in one particular city, or town, or village ; but in 
our country. We are all proud of the name of 
Englishmen ; we feel that each of us has a share in 
all that constitutes England a great and noble 
empire. 
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To US, therefore, this appeal of the apostle 
should come home as Englishmen. The love of 
country, and a pride in our country's glory, may 
indeed degenerate into the " minding of earthly 
things.'* It behoves us, therefore, to remember, 
that OUR country is in the heavens. Whatever 
just cause we may have to thank God that we 
were born in a free land, and are subjects of a 
country which shines as a light in the world; to 
which God has given a vast empire, and a place 
of high honour to the world ; yet, remember, that 
all these privileges must be left behind at the call 
of death. England's glory may shine on for many 
hundred ages, but we shall have passed into the 
unseen world ; our bodies will be sleeping in the 
quiet churchyard; our souls will have entered 
into the world of spirits, awaiting the resurrection. 
How glorious, then, it is to think that we have a 
more sure word of promise than any glory that 
an earthly kingdom can bestow ! "Ye are come 
unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumer- 
able company of angels'' (Heb. xii. 22). And 
again, we have received a " kingdom which cannot 
be moved." 

Behold the glorious vision as revealed to the 
beloved disciple : "He showed me that great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God : and her light was 
like unto a stone most precious ; even like a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal." "And the city had no 
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need of the san, neither of the moon, to shine in 
it : for the [glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof (Bev. xxi. 10, 
23). 

May God, by His Holy Spirit, so fit and prepare 
us for that heavenly city, that we may enter in, 
remembering that '^ there shall in no wise enter 
into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie : but they 
which are written in the Lamb's book of life'* 
(ver. 27). 

This, dear brethren, is our glorious country. 
Here is our dwelling-place for ever, if we seek it 
with our whole heart. God is our King; the Lamb 
that was slain is our beloved Ruler ; a Lamb, and 
yet a Shepherd; a Man of sorrows, and yet a 
mighty Conqueror, and the King of Glory. 

But we English people are much unlike either 
the ancient Greeks or Bomans. 

City life is not to us what it was to the Greeks. 
The glory of our empire is not what Rome was 
to the ancient Romans. We cling to each other 
more closelp, within a narrower circle. Ours is not 
an out-door life, nor are we a station of soldiers. 

Our thoughts centre in home. Our deepest 
affections, our tenderest interests, are bound up 
in the family. If St. Paul had written this letter 
to t^, I do not think he would have said, " Your 
'citizenship* is in heaven." He would have 
appealed to deeper feelings ; he would have 
touched a hidden string, which would have 
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yielded sweeter music. I think he would have 
said to us, ^' Your home is in heaven." 

Englishmen indeed we are; but, thank God, 
England is the land of many homes. We have a 
word (this word home) which is unknown in some 
languages. We may, therefore, take up the 
apostle's exhortation, and say, ** Our home is in 
heaven." God is our Father; the Lord Jesus 
Christ is our Elder Brother, and our Friend. The 
Church of the elect is one united holy brotherhood. 
It is our " ever-abiding home.^^ 

Let us try to realize this home, and so return 
to the bliss of childhood. Home was then a home 
unchangeable; stable, sure — no dread of change — 
no ever -recurring consciousness of instability! 
How different now ! There is one only home on 
earth — ^the child's home, who has known no other 
state, nor can conceive it. And the child is right. 
God gave the instinct, and will fulfil it, to the 
obedient. 

The Christian faith shows us once more the 
long vista of an endless peax^e, like that enjoyed 
by trusting childhood; only more glorious and 
more sure. A home which never can be broken 
up ! "No cruel partings there ! No long separa- 
tions. All-devouring death finds no entrance 
there. Nor is this all. 

That home is more than secure. It is a home 
perfect in itself. There is the One Almighty 
Parent, ruling His family with all a father's 
wisdom, and more than a mother's tenderness; 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE HEAVENLY HOME. 7 

uniting both in His one precious name^ " God is 
Love." 

The sacred brotherhood is held together in the 
bonds of an unselfish affection. 

No jealousies are there ! no estrangements ! 
no misunderstandings ; but perfect peace^ perfect 
unity, perfect sympathy. 

" Our home is in heaven," Yes, heaven is our 
home, even now, if we are tcilling. If only we try 
earnestly to live the heavenly life, our hearts will 
be lifted up above the earth, even while in our 
bodies we dwell here below. 

A child-like faith in God, through Christ, opens 
the eyes of our understanding, that we may see 
'^ the King in His beauty^ and the land which is afar 

A loving obedience brings us near to God, in 
His dear Son, by the grace of His blessed Spirit. 

Oh, then, let us earnestly try so to live as those 
whose home is in heaven ! Let us love our Father 
in heaven, and reverently obey His command- 
ments. Let us trust Him with a perfect, child-like 
confidence. 

Let us love our neighbours, as those who are, 
by the grace of God, to be our fellow-citizens, and 
our brothers, in the new Jerusalem — our everlasting 
home. Let us so live that we may follow the 
footsteps of the faithful departed — mother, child, 
husband, wife, brother, or sister. Let us so live 
before, and among, those who are still spared to us, 
that, by our example, we may draw them upwards 
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along the pathway to heaven. Let ns commit the 
absent to the gracious care of the common Father. 
Let us bow down in holy reverence, with one 
heart, and one voice ; giving worship and glory to 
Him who brought us into being, who gave ns a 
heart capable of love, and bestowed upon us 
brothers and sisters in Christ, in dealing lovingly 
and tenderly with whom, we may show our love 
to Him, and so become fitted for the home of 
everlasting love. 



Digitized 



by Google 



KEEPING OUR BEST TILL LAST. 



St. John ii. 10. 

" Every man at the heginning doth set forth good wine ; 
and when men have well drtmJc, then that which is 
worse ; hut thou hast kept the good wine until now,^* 

To promise great things ; to give the best first, 
and then to fall off, and at last to fail, is the way 
of the world ; and thus it is described by the ruler 
of the feast at which our Saviour turned the water 
into wine. *'When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and knew 
not whence it was, the governor of the feast called 
the bridegroom, and saith unto him, Every man 
at the beginning doth set forth good wine ; and 
when men have well drunk, then that which is 
worse.^^ This is the way of the world. In the 
morning it is fair and bright and beautiful to look 
upon, and lavish of its gifts to the young and 
thoughtless : in the evening all its gay flowers of 
promise are cut down, dried up, and withered ; its 
fairest fruits have decayed ; and those that remain 

Vide ^ Christian Year/ Second Sunday after Epiphany. 
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are sour and untempting. Is it not so P Is it not 
plain that however cheerful, joyous, light-hearted, 
and happy a young person may be, yet by deg^rees 
his cheerfulness will pass away, his joyousness will 
be overclouded, sadness will weigh upon his heart, 
and at last he will be grievously disappointed if 
he has no portion better than this world can afford 
him P 

What can be more wretched than a wicked old 
man P what more desolate P what more hopeless ? 
Where has the bright promise of the morning 
goneP It has passed and lefib no pleasurable 
trace behind. In one sense his lost enjoyments 
are as if they had not been : but in their effects 
on him they still live, a loathsome life — they 
have left their stamp upon him, the stamp of 
sin. The pleasure is gone, and the guilt re- 
mains ; and the judgment draws on. Truly the 
world "at the beginning doth set forth good 
wine ; and when men have well drunk, then that 
which is worse ! " What is the world's banquet ? 
First, pleasure, without the necessity of absolute 
sin to obtain it ; then immoderate indulgence in 
pleasure; then pleasures which can be obtained 
only by committing sin ; then remorse without 
repentance, which must be drowned in reckless 
indulgence of the appetites ; then weariness and 
disgust with ordinary sins; and a craving after 
something more ardent and exciting; and lastly a 
seared conscience, and absolute enjoyment of sin 
for its own sake — " knowing the judgment of God, 
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that they which commit such things are worthy 
of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure 
in them that do them'' (Bom. i. 32). Such is the 
course laid down by the world for those who follow 
her guidance. Such it is described in the Bible, 
such we see it to be in society around us. 

But suppose it may be said (with truth) that 
this is a far stronger picture than we often see 
realized. Suppose you say that many men, especi- 
ally among the poor, in the first place have no 
great enjojments in their youth, and in the next, 
run into no great excesses as they grow up ; they 
continue to be moderately satisfied till their life's 
end; — ^live on, that is, from day to day, avoiding 
what hardships they can, and bearing what they 
cannot avoid; taking such enjoyments as come, 
and doing without them when they cannot be had. 
Yet you must allow that even the hardest and most 
unmoved, matter-of-fact person, was more favoured 
by the world in childhood and early youth than 
he is in old age. Surely every one has had his 
bright visions of bliss, his warm hopes, and his 
secret treasure of delight, at one time or other ! 
— and if these have passed away, and left behind 
them nothing but a cold, hard-hearted selfishness, 
which has every day less means of nourishment, it 
may truly be said of him that he has drunk his 
good wine, and has only left him that which is 
worse. 

And here I must remind you that when we say 
the world thus deals with her votaries, we must 
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not forget who is the prince of this world; and 
that his dominion ends not with this life ; but that 
he continues to assign to each his portion when 
this life is over, — ^to each of those over whom he 
gained dominion through the influence of the 
world. Suppose, then, that a man's life be uni- 
formly prosperous, that riches increase with in- 
creasing years, and more solid satisfactions succeed 
those that are more light and frivolous, and that 
he dies respected and beloved ; and is gathered to 
his fathers in peace (so far as man can see)^ full of 
honours, full of years. After all he does but fulfil 
the words of the text — "at the beginning good 
wine, and when men have well drunk then that 
which is worse." Though he have lived long and 
prosperously, and seen his children's children in 
plenty and prosperity, yet still he has only drunk 
the more deeply of the world's deadly cup — for, 
after all, this life is only the beginning; "and when 
men have well drunk, then that which is worse " 
— the undjdng worm, and the unquenchable fire. 
This is the best the world can do. Even at the 
very utmost it can afford the good wine onlt/ till 
the day of death. It cannot give everlasting joy 
in place of everlasting misery : it cannot hinder 
the inevitable deadening effect of that poison 
which secretly, yet surely, works its way through 
the veins of those who drink deeply of its flatter- 
ing cup. 

Listen to the description given by the Psalmist 
of the prosperous man, and of his end. ** I was 
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grieved," lie says, " at the wicked : I do also see 
the ungodly in such prosperity. For they are in 
no peril of death, but are lusty and strong. They 
come in no misfortune like other folk, neither are 
they plagued like other men. . . Their eyes swell 
with fatness, and they do even what they lust. . , 
Lo ! these are the ungodly, and these prosper in 
the world, and these have riches in possession. . . 
Then thought I to understand this : but it was 
too hard for me, until I went into the sanctuary 
of God ; then understood I the end of these men ; 
namely, how Thou dost set them in slippery places, 
and castest them down, and destroyest them. Oh, 
how suddenly do they consume, perish, and come 
to a fearful end : yea, even like as a dream when 
one awaketh ; so shalt Thou make their image to 
vanish out of the city." 

Here you have described, in the firdt place, pros- 
perity, uninterrupted, continued till the close of 
life; and then a miserable downfall. The good 
wine set forth first by the world ; afterward that 
which is worse ; and this even in the case of those 
whose prosperity, with the enjoyment of it, ceases 
not while life remains. 

And now compare with this, the description of 
a good man in another of the Psalms. "The 
righteous shall flourish like a palm tree ; and shall 
spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. Such as 
are planted in thq house of the Lord shall flourish 
in the courts of the house of our God. They also 
shall bring forth more fruit in their age ; and shall 
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6 KEEPING OUR BEST TILL LAST. 

be fat and well liking." Their last days are their 
best ; and in the next life better still. Here, then, 
we have the same contrast expressed as that in the 
text. The world, and the men of the world, pro- 
duce their best/r«^; and in the end fail miserably: 
but our Great Bridegroom reserves for His guests 
the choicest, best, and most joyous, till the last. 
** Thou hast kept the good wine until now.'' 

The pleasures of this world fade away like 
smoke, and are consumed as a decaying garment, 
the food of moths and worms: the pleasures which 
come from God through Christ are ever new, from 
generation to generation. 

Such is the feast of the world, gay and brilliant 
at first; but soon it wearies, and sickens, and 
poisons, and turns at last to corruption. 

The feast which Christ provides fails never, 
and never palls, but gives new health, and life, and 
strength. The pure streams of grace flow smoothly 
onward, like a bright and placid river, carrying 
beauty and fertility wherever they go. Thousands 
quench their thirst from those heavenly waters, 
and yet they are not diminished. And where they 
are once received they gladden every faithful 
heart, as a never-failing well of water, springing 
up into everlasting life. 

The hearts of Christian children are full of 
mirth. They love happiness ; and happiness loves 
to dwell with them. They rejoice in the portion 
which God has given them," as if there were no 
such gloomy thing as woe upon earth. 



Digitized 



by Google 



KEEPING OUR BEST TILL LAST. 7 

In very early youth we can scarcely determine 
how far this joy is of the earth, earthy — the natural 
overflowing of youthftil health and good spirits ; 
or how far it is a pure and blessed gladness, an 
innocent and healthy cheerfulness, springing from 
the fountain of grace within their hearts : how far 
the all- various grace of God, poured out upon them 
in such abundance in their baptism, displays its 
exbellent beauty in bright, happy thoughts, and 
smiling love ; in joyous hope, and fearless faith. 
But soon they will determine this question for 
themselves by the course they take. By the por- 
tion they choose, they will manifest to the world 
whether their gladness is mere animal high spirits, 
or whether it has a deeper source, and flows bright 
and beautiful in the sunshine of God's favour; 
whether their faces are lighted up by a mere 
natural cheerfulness, the fading reflection of the 
garden of Eden, or by the light of God's loving 
countenance from heaven. 

Dear children, lift up your hearts to the blessed 
Jesus ; and ask Him to pour His love into your 
hearts. You are now merry and light-hearted. 
We love to see you so. But, consider, my chil- 
dren, it rests with yourselves to determine whether 
your cheerfulness will grow up into true Christian 
joy, which shall live for ever, or whether it shall 
degenerate into earthly, sensual joy, which will 
quickly change into misery. In some sense you 
may be said to be all partakers of a feast : for " a 
merry heart is a continual feast.'' 
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Which feast, then, will you choose ? — the feast of 
the world, or the feast of Christ ? Will you have 
the best firsty or the best last ? If you wish to 
have the best first, then cast in your lot with the 
world. The method is, alas ! only too easy. Take 
all pleasures as they come : never consider what 
you ought to do, but what you like best. Choose 
your own way, not the way your parents and 
teachers point out for you : or only obey just so 
far as to escape punishment, and do whatever you 
like out of sight. Prefer pleasing yourself to 
pleasing others. Never give up your own wishes 
to gratify others, except when you would bring 
disgrace upon yourself by not doing so. Forget 
that God sees you, and will judge you ; or at the 
best, take no particular pains to avoid all these 
selfish ways, or to do the reverse ; and then you 
will be feasting after the world's fashion. But,^ 
alas! already will the world begin to fail you. 
Disappointment, vexation, fitfulness, envy, hatred, 
and a gnawing selfishness; these miseries will 
grow upon you day by day. Every day you will 
see the flowers which you have plucked lie 
withered and dying by the wayside: and when 
you have found yourself utterly forlorn and dis- 
consolate, you too will die. But long before that 
time comes, you will bitterly confess that the 
world " at the beginning doth set forth good wine; 
and when men have well drunk, then that which 
is worse." 

But if, on the other hand, you wish to have 
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your best last; then pray God to help you, and 
determine to partake of that holy feast which 
Christ provides for His own. For this end I 
earnestly beg you to attend to the following words: 
You are cheerful, and ready for enjoyment ; yet 
imspect pleasures as they come. Examine them 
u:elly and be sure that they are innocent before you 
take them. If you doubt whether they are right, 
do not touch them. Wait awhile, at least, till you 
can ask some one older and wiser than yourself 
whether you may enjoy them or not. 

When you are revelling in some harmless mirth, 
restrain yourself — do not drink your fill, nor gather 
all sweet flowers ; remembering that the most 
beautiful earthly flowers will fade, and the best 
pleasures of the world will sicken us if we take too 
much ; and remember that many of your brothers 
and sisters in Christ are drinking the cup of 
affliction. Remember, also, that Jesus withdrew 
Himself from worldly pleasures ; and suffered cold, 
and hunger, and watching, and weariness, and 
inward sorrows too sacred to be mentioned in a 
passing way. 

I do not bid you be melancholy, and morose, 
nor to abstain thanklessly from those earthly plea- 
sures that God has prepared for you ; but I advise 
you to take them cautiously, and watch yourselves 
while you enjoy them : and yet to do it cheerfully 
and thankfully, without show of being different 
from others. Perhaps yeu will say, " But it is so 
hard to be careful, and to watch ourselves ! '' I 
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know it is ; but I only tell you what Christ has 
commanded. He says, ^'1 say unto all, wateh.'* 
He never promises to give the best firsL He 
keeps the purest, holiest, most invigorating, and 
cheering wine for the last. 

And yet, wine to make glad our hearts, and oil 
to make us of a cheerful countenance, are never 
wanting, but ever supplied — far beyond what this 
world can give. For sure I am that even from 
the very first a good child is far happier, brighter, 
and more cheerful than one who does not care to 
do his duty. And so it is with young men and 
young women; those who are conscientious and 
religious, though gentle, and quiet, and subdued 
(and under check as trained soldiers), are yet more 
uniformly cheerful, contented, peaceM — ^more truly 
happy than their more boisterous and pleasure- 
loving comrades. They choose, indeed, an earner 
and more self-indulgent life ; but not a happier. 

The very beginnings, then, of the Christian feast 
are better than the feast of the world at its last. 
The lowest of Christian joys are better than the 
highest of the world. It is better to walk with a 
light heart on the hard stones, than with a heavy 
heart, or a heart half intoxicated, dulled and stu- 
pefied in its better feelings, to tread the soft green 
turf of the downward road. How much better, 
then, is the Christian's portion as the two roads 
diverge further and further apart. For the child 
of God continually draws nearer to the Bridegroom 
in heaven: and is more abundantly blessed by 
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Him as lie draws nearer, and learns to taste and 
enjoy that heavenly food better, as he becomes 
better himself. And from the very nature of true 
joy it must be so. 

With a few words in explanation of this I will 
(jonclude. 

What are the highest, and best, and purest, 
and least wearying joys P Not the pleasures of 
the senses. Not sweet sounds, nor sweet tastes, 
nor sweet smells, nor pleasures of the body. Not 
soft beds, nor soft carpets, nor easy couches, nor 
many servants, and horses and carriages- Not 
houses, and lands, and money* All these weary 
men very soon : no people are so often imhappy, 
peevish, fretful, discontented, ill at ease, as those 
who have all these earthly things in abundance. 
What then is our best joy P It is to love those who 
are worth loving. It is to hte with a pure affection, 
and to be beloved. This is our portion. For this 
we were made. To know and to love : to be known 
and to be loved. 

Not riches, and honour, and pleasure, but a 
loving heart is each marCs true treasure. And this 
treasure is equally distributed among rich and 
poor, great and lowly. 

Wherever the tender names of father, mother, 
sister, husband, child, and friend are known, there 
is found the best happiness which this lower world 
can give. Here, then, we see at once a reason why 
the joy of a Christian should be both higher and 
better than the pleasures of the world, and also 
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ever increasing : for in Christ Jesus all ^oo^ earthly 
affections are sanctified and purified : and father, 
and friendy and brother, and child, are bound to 
us in Christ Jesus with holier and firmer bonds, 
which never can be broken. We love them as the 
members of Christ, as children of God, and as 
those with whom we hope to dwell for ever in 
heaven. And besides this, we are granted a higher 
and more worthy object of affection. For through 
Jesus Christ we are permitted to love Almighty 
God Himself, with all our heart, and mind, and 
soul, as our Heavenly Father ; to love our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by new and most endearing titles, 
as our Saviour and Redeemer. 

Earthly objects of affection may fail us. Mends 
may fail us, and dear relations may be taken away, 
by distance or death, but God is the strength of 
our heart and our portion for ever. Our earthly 
father may reject and hate us ; an earthly mother 
may forget and forsake her sucking child; but 
God will never leave us nor forsake us : He will 
draw us with the cords of a man, and with the 
bands of love, continually nearer to Himself, until 
He takes us at last to the home of His love in 
heaven. 

This, then, is the true reason why the joy of a 
Christian ever flows purer and brighter the longer 
it continues to flow, because the more he knows of 
God the more truly and purely he loves Him. To 
the fulness of this blessedness you may all at- 
tain if you will begin by being watchful over your- 
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selves, when pleasures of a lower kind, but innocent, 
are around you. By curbing your natural selfish- 
ness; by attention to the wishes of others; by 
self-denial for the sake of Christ ; by careful obedi- 
ence to the commands of Him who died for you, 
you are forming your hearts to the love of God, 
which shall abide for ever. You are fitting your- 
selves to enjoy the happiness of heaven. You 
are cherishing within your hearts the seed of 
all heavenly dispositions, and mortifying the evil 
principles which would separate you from God. 
Your best shall come last ; the water shall be turned 
into wine. The true principle of the heavenly 
life is in it even now. The Spirit is with the 
water. The heavenly wine has cleansed ; the Holy 
Spirit is forming in you the mind of Christ; it 
will perfect you in God's own time. 

The latter days shall be better for you than the 
beginning. The setting sun more glorious than 
the rising. The day of your death more joyful 
than the day of your birth. And after death, a 
vision of bliss too glorious for our feeble eyes to 
look upon, even in contemplation. 

May our merciful Father safely guide our feeble 
steps along the way of holiness, through the 
merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ ; to whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed all 
glory and majesty, praise and dominion, for ever. 
Amen. 
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WHERE JESUS IS THERE IS NO DEATH. 



St. John zi. 21. 

" Lordy if Thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died,** 

These words were spoken in weakness. It was 
Martha who spoke them. The words were words 
of faith^ for she believed that if Jesus had been 
there. He could have saved their brother from 
death ; but they were also words of doubt and 
fear, for she had not realized that Jesus had the 
power to raise their brother even from the grave. 
Until this period Jesus had not shown His power 
to heal the sick in His absence from the patient. 
Yet Martha, on this occasion, and shortly after- 
wards, Mary used the same words, expressing an 
ETERNAL TRUTH. Where Jesus is, there is no 
death : for He is "the Resurrection and the life.'* 
Where life is, death cannot be. At first she 
cannot grasp this great principle ; but Jesus leads 
her gradually to comprehend His teaching. First, 
He says, " Thy brother shall rise again.'* These 
words do not seem necessarily to refer to the 
17] 
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miracle that followed. ^'I know that he shall 
rise again at the last day/' Belief in the re- 
surrection existed among God's ancient people.* 
"In the resurrection/' she says, "at the last 
day/' It was a well-known truth, just as we 
now believe that we shall rise again. Therefore 
her confession of faith draws out the glorious 
declaration, ** I am the resurrection and the 
life/' This confession is the foundation of our 
faith, the Rock against which " the gates of hell 
(the grave, or death) shall not prevail'* (St. Matt, 
xvi. 18). 

Behold Him, the Son of the living God ! Who 
could not be shut within those doleful gates, ex- 
cept by His own consent. He came to burst the 
bars of death, and from the prison-house to exalt 
His faithful servants upon the heavenly thrones. 
He gives the promise : " He that believeth in 
Me, even though he have died (as did Lazarus), 
yet shall he live " the life eternal: and every one, 
still living (this natural Kfe) and "believing 
in Me, shall not die for ever ; " that is, he shall 
never really die; he may pass through the 
grave and gate of death, but the second death 
shall never touch him. "Believest thou this ?" 
It was of Martha that Jesus asked, and still he 
asks the question of us. 

When you have brought your children to the 
font, or when you have answered on behalf of the 
children of your friends, have you not heard the 
* Vide Job xix. 26. 
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solemn words, " Dost thou believe .... in the 
resurrection of the flesh ; and everlasting life 
after death ? *' and you have answered for the 
little ones^ " All this I steadfastly believe." 

Again, most of you, my brethren, have heard by 
the grave of some relative or friend, the glorious 
words of immortal hope, " I am the Resurrection 
and the Life,^' saith the Lord. " He that believeth 
in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never 
die." With these words of blessed' assurance 
ringing in our ears (when we have a well-founded 
trust that our brother was at peace with God), we 
may commit the frail, long-suffering body of our 
brother to the ground, " in sure and certain hope 
of the resurrection to eternal life, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

Is it not that hope, and assured faith in our 
ever-living Saviour, which bears up the true 
servants of God, through years of patient suf- 
fering ? 

Is it not (again) the same holy confidence which 
enables the Christian mother, in the prospect of 
death, to leave her little ones to the care of others, 
without a mother's guidance through the waves 
of this troublesome world P 

Oh ! how bright and beautiful is the light of a 
loving faith in our most loving Saviour I 

Have not most of us held the place of Mary and 
Martha and their friends, near the grave of one 
of whom we trust that Jesus loved P Let us, then. 
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imitate the faith of the sisters of Lazarus. Be- 
lieve that Jesus has power over life, and over 
death. Even in nature "life triumphs over 
death." The individual plant decays, but more 
abundant life springs up to take its place. How 
much more is it true of life spiritual ! 

The teaching of mere nature is saddening. One 
of our own poets has expressed the feeling in 
simple but touching words — " So careful of the 
type," whereas the loveliest of nature's growth 
fades away. 

To this fear, to this doubt, there is but one 
great all-availing answer : it is, " Christ is risen 
from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them 
that slept.^' To prepare His disciples to receive 
the glorious tidings of the resurrection of their 
Lord, He had already raised three from the grave. 
The first was the little daughter of Jairus, of whom, 
in St. Mark's history, the father says, " My little 
daughter lieth at the point of death ; '^ St. Luke 
writes, " She lay a dying ; ^' while St. Matthew 
states, " My daughter is now dead." The second 
is of the " dead man, carried out, the only son of 
his mother, and she a widow." The third, the 
greatest miracle of all, is that of Lazarus, who 
" had lain in the grave four days already " (cor- 
ruption begun) : but even in this condition, Jesus, 
groaning in Himself, came to the grave. " It was 
a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, 
*Take ye away the stone.' This word fulfilled. 
He lifted up His eyes, and said, Father, I thank 
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Thee that Thou hast heard Me And when 

He had spoken He cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth : and he that was dead, 
came forth, bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes, and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. Jesus saith unto them. Let him go.'^ 
The warm life returned to the inanimate body : 
the lost brother was restored to the heart-broken 
sisters. 

All these, and other such miracles, were wrought 
and recorded, in order to lead us on to that more 
glorious resurrection to an endless life. 

" Jesus lives 1 no longer now 

Can thy terrors, death, appal us. 
Jesus lives I by this we know 
^^Thou, grave, canst not enthral us." 

But the death of the body, and even the resur- 
rection of the body, were but as nothing in com- 
parison with the death and the resurrection of 
the soul. 

To heal this mortal sickness ; to quicken those 
dead in trespasses and sins ; to raise the fallen ; to 
purify the unclean; to give "repentance unto 
life '' (Acts xi. 18) ; to kindle heavenly love in 
hearts long dead and cold : — that is the consum- 
mation of that wondrous life and death and resur- 
rection, which we trace, year by year, from the 
cradle in Bethlehem, by the cross on Calvary 
— the awful death ; the glorious resurrection ; the 
triumphant ascension ; and the never-ceasing in- 
tercession of our Great High Priest. 



Digitized 



by Google 



b WHERE JESUS IS THERE IS NO DEATH. 

Death temporal could have held no power over 
spiritual beings (whose life is the breath of Grod), 
had not life eternal been forfeited by sin. There- 
fore when Jesus says, " I am the Resurrection and 
the Life/^ He leads our thoughts far beyond a 
simple reunion of body and soul. The life that 
He gives is a new life ; it is a life which renews 
the entire man ; a life " after the image of Him 
that created him" (Col. iii. 10). 

In this sense, then, take the words of the text : 
" Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died." 

If Christ be here ; if He be with us ; if He be 
in us by His Spirit, we shall not die : we shall not 
die the second death. Sin shall not have dominion 
over us ; and therefore death has lost his terrors. 
" death, where is thy sting P grave, where is 
thy victory P '^ 

Our new life depends upon the presence of Jesus. 
That presence is spiritual; we cannot now see 
Him with our bodily eyes, but we can see Him in 
the Gospels. We can " read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest, the comfort of God's holy Word.'' 
We are allowed to rejoice, when *' the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us." " We love Him because 
He first loved us." Henceforth may every true 
penitent say with St. Paul, " I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me.'' 

Pray, therefore, that Christ, your risen Saviour, 
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be with you. With you in life, and with you in 
death ; with you in your innocent pleasures ; with 
you in your daily labours, either the labour of 
the mind, or the labour in the field. He is with 
you when your hearts are lifted towards heaven, 
to keep you humble. He is with you when tempt- 
ation seems too strong for you. He is with you, 
to give you victory over the powers of darkness. 
He is with you when you are passing through 
the valley of death ; with you when your bodies 
are in the grave, and your soul in Paradise ; with 
you in the Eesurrection day, to speak the glorious 
words, " Come, ye blessed children of my Father, 
receive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world." 
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HEALING. 



St. Mark vii. 34. 

^* Loohing up to heaven, He siffJied, and mith unto 
him, Mphphatha, that is, Be opened.^* 

Leaving the borders of Tyre and Sidon, where 
He had cast out a devil from the daughter of the 
Syrophoeniciau woman, Jesus came unto the coast 
of Decapolis, on the Sea of Galilee. There was 
brought to Him an unhappy man, deaf, and of 
imperfect speech. Jesus took him aside from the 
multitude, put his fingers into the ears of the 
sufferer, and He spit, and touched His tongue, and 
in the words of the text, " looking up to heaven. 
He sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that 
is, Be opened." 

Let us dwell upon this feature of the miracle. 
Unloosing the tongue, Jesus looked up to heaven, 
and at the same time " Se sighed," 

Similar signs of sorrow were manifested in His 
raising Lazarus from the grave ; although joy was 

18] 
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to be the result of the miracle *' He wept; " and 
on His way to the grave " He groaned.'* Sorrow 
was present to the Holy One, even in healing 
infirmity and in raising the dead. 

" As man (says Bede), He groaned ; as God, He 
cured."! 

If we ask why P 1. Because, there was before 
His eyes the general sentence of sorrow and death. 

In the act of healing, He remembered disease. 
In restoring life, He knew that death would claim 
his own again. All the merci^ deeds wrought 
by Jesus, bore witness to the curse which had 
fallen upon Adam and his descendants; they 
brought before Him the tears and sighs of many 
thousand suflferers for whom there was no 
comforter at hand. He was ^'touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities,*' of whatever kind. 
His sympathy was a true sjrmpathy, because 
He shared our humanity. He knew what man 
was before the fall; and therefore He knew 
what man might have been, if he had kept his 
first estate; but now, looking down the ages, 
hidden from us, but known to Jesus, He beheld 
the mutilated and ruined forms of man, created in 
the image of God — misshapen limbs, blinded eyes, 
deaf ears, leprous skins, death, and decay. All 
these (the fruit of sin) brought tears to the Man 
of sorrows. He knew that His miracles were but 
a brief suspension of the law of suffering and 

' "Quasi homo ingemuit, quasi Deus curavit." 
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death : " In the world (He says) ye shall have 
tribulation^^ (St. John xvi. 33) : they were but a 
short gleam before the cloud of gloom which 
overhung the sky of fallen man. Not all pains 
nor all sorrows were scattered by the rising of 
the Sun of Righteousness. 

2. But it was not the mere suffering and 
sorrow that touched the tender heart of Jesus, 
These were but the visible consequences of sin. 
He saw sin as the root of all human woes. " Sin/' 
which was "the sting of death;" sin, which 
imparted bitterness to sorrow ; sin, which barbed 
the darts of anguish. 

By sin came death, and all that tends to death — 
wounds and sores^ fevers, pains, deafness, lameness, 
and all that blemishes the system and the form of 
man. 

Our Lord frequently connects bodily ills with sin. 
*' Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say. Arise, and walk?" and again, 
in the case of the poor woman bowed down by 
infirmity eighteen years, Jesus declared that it 
was by Satan that she was bound for all those 
weary years (St. Luke xiii. 11 — 17). 

It. does not, however, follow that those who 
suffer most, have necessarily sinned most deeply. 
But still the principle remains, that even the 
saintliest suffer because of sin. 

3. Once more, Jesus saw in present suffering a 
foreshadowing of the future doom ; and in temporal 
death the death eternal. He knew — alas, too 
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well ! — that in the case of many sufierers this was 
, but the beginning of sorrows. He knew that in 
the sin which brings suffering here, was involved, 
for the impenitent, the never-dying worm there. 
There was, therefore^ cause enough for the sighs, the 
groans, and the tears of the all-pitifiil Redeemer, 
even in the act of healing. He realized it all, and 
felt it all, because He was to bear it all. He bowed 
His shoulder to the burden : '^ the Lord had laid 
on Him the iniquities of us all '* (Isa. liii. 6). 
"The iron entered into His soul" (Ps. cv. 18). 
He also took upon Him the consequences of 
our sins: "He bore our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows" (Isa. liii. 4). 

In the human sufferings which He relieved. He 
foresaw His own awful passion — ^the scourge, the 
crown of thorns, the cruel nails, the awful thirst: 
the still more awful hiding of His Father's coun- 
tenance, and the overshadowing of the second 
death, to be fulfilled in the final doom of the 
impenitent. 

Oh ! what a pathway of tribulation He traversed ! 
" I have trodden the winepress alone (He cries) ; 
and of the people there was none with Me ; . . . I 
looked, and there was none to help ; and I won- 
dered that there was none to uphold " (Isa. Ixiii. 
3, 6).^ 

It is good for us to meditate on the mystery of 
pain and grief, and sin and misery: for Jesus, 
even in the act of healing, sighed; and on His way 
to the grave of Lazarus He groaned, though He 
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knew that He was about to restore His " friend '' 
to life. 

Our meditations upon the tender sympathy of 
Jesus should not be a mere gaze of curiosity ; but 
the tender sympathy of fellow-suflferers ; and in 
the loving-kindness of heavenly charity. 

In ministering to the sorrows and the sicknesses 
which affict the souls and bodies of fallen men, 
Jesus sighed and wept. 

We cannot heal the sick, as He could ; still less 
can we restore the dead to life. But, thanks be 
to God, we have the power, in some cases, to 
mitigate the pains of the sufferer : and we are not 
walking in the footsteps of Jesus, unless we feel 
for, and with, the sufferers. True consolation is 
tender and full of sympathy. Those who have 
suffered themselves, can, no doubt, feel more 
tenderly for their fellow-sufferers : but if by God's 
mercy any of us have been spared much suffering, 
it is the more reason why we should not shun the 
sight of sufferings and sorrow in others. For in 
ministering to the wants of others, God will teach 
us how to prepare ourselves to meet those troubles 
which will sooner or later come. Then we, too, 
shall, in our turn, be comforted with that comfort 
of which God is the source. Man may, indeed^ 
fail you. Those whom you have helped and 
cheered may have passed away : or, still sadder, 
some may have forgotten how you once cared for 
them, and have left you alone in your trouble. But 
Jesus can, in all circumstances, be touched with 
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the feeling of your infirmities ; and He vill never 
leave you nor forsake you, if you will put your 
trust in Him. Let the consideration of the woes, 
and sorrows, and pains, and griefs of men make 
us feel how cursed a thing is sin, and so gain a 
deeper sense of what sin has done, and will do, if 
we allow it to hold us in its chains. Are you in 
dread of the power of sin P — fly to Him who is the 
only healer of the deep wounds of sin. He may 
not heal the sick, as He healed the man sick of the 
palsy, nor raise the dead, as He raised Lazarus ; 
but He will surely save all true penitents firom 
the eternal torment; and deliver them from the 
second death. 

If we seek him with all our hearts. He will break 
the fetters in which our souls are bound. 

He will say ' Ephphatha ' to tongaes heretofore 
unused to worship, that we may glorify the Lord: 
and once more, with a better ' Ephphatha,' Christ 
will roll back the eternal gates, &at His obedient 
disciples may enter in. 

Upon the cross our Saviour opened the gates of 
Paradise, that the penitent thief might enter in. 
Even so will He roll back the everlasting doors, 
that all true penitents may find a resting-place. 
This is our one and only hope in the hour of dark- 
ness, resembling, in its measure, the awful dark- 
ness which overshadowed Him, and drew forth 
that bitter cry, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forgotten Me ? " 

The sorrows of the true servant of Gt)d are but 
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blessings in disguise,, if they draw us nearer to 
our Lord, and bring us into humbler dependence 
upon Him. 

He knows our weakness ; He feels for our suf- 
ferings ; He sympathizes with our sorrows. How, 
then, can we love, and thank, and trust Him as we 
ought? 

Let us yield ourselves up to Him as a living 
sacrifice: then, come weal, come woe, — if He be 
with us, we cannot perish. 
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ORIGINAL UPRIGHTNESS. 



Isaiah li. 1. 



*' Hearken to Me, ye that follow after righteousness, 
ye that seek the Lord : look unto the rock whence 
ye are hewn, and the hole of the pit whence ye are 
digged,^^ 

In the awful struggle against sin, which every 
Christian is bound to carry on until he is taken 
to his rest, it is a great encouragement to look 
back to the time in which GFod formed man, first 
his body from " the dust of the ground," and 
secondly, ^'breathed into his nostrils; and man 
became a living soul." 

First, then, we observe, that man was made by 
God, all Holy, all Wise. He came into being, 
not by chance, nor was it the work of an evil 
being: but by design, by the free-will, and for 
the sole glory of the Almighty. 

Secondly, that as soon as man came into being, 

he was pronounced " very good ; " that he was 

made in the image of God : in fact, that he was a 

perfect creature ; perfect for the end for which he 

10] 
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was created. Hence it follows that sin is not of 
the substance of human nature ; but that it is a 
bias of the will, a leaning from the upright^ which 
may be rectified; a marring of God's image, which 
may be restored : capable of restoration, because 
he was once perfect. 

This creation of a Being good, pure, upright, 
and the image of the Creator, made redemption 
possible; for had there been the slightest taint 
of sin in the newly-created being, redemption had 
been impossible. The Eternal Son could not 
have taken upon Himself that which was evil in 
itself 

Let us, then, dwell on this feature of man in 
his perfect condition; let us observe that even 
then all that was noble and glorious in him, his 
living soul, that which distinguished him from the 
beasts and other inferior creatures, teas received 
hy the direct inspiration of the Creator, "The 
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; 
and man became a living soul" (Gen. ii. 7). 
Therefore, we may say, with Elihu, "the Spirit 
of God hath made me, and the breath of the 
Almighty hath given me life '' (Job xxxiL 4). 

As, therefore, the fact that man was originally 
good, inspires us with a hope of restoration, it 
encourages us, also, to work out our salvation, if 
with fear and trembling, yet with the might of 
God's Holy Spirit, working with our spirit. That 
man depends upon Him from whom the life came. 
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points out how we must look for that restoration ; 
even from Him who in the beginning gave to man 
the intelligence, the loving heart, the aspiring 
hope, the steadfast will. It turns us, for hope, to 
the Holy Ghost, the breath of Ood, who, in the 
darkness and confusion of chaos, moved upon the 
waters, and quickened the seeds of life, in whom 
We now believe as " the Lord, the Giver of Life." 

To whom was this glorious revelation address- 
ed ? " The Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life ; and man became a living soul," the 
image of God. 

Can we, struggling hard to break the chain of 
evil habits, bowed down by the burden of guilt, 
be partakers of that breath of life, bestowed upon 
our first parents in their innocence ? 

Is it to mock us that we are told that "God 
breathed into the nostrils" of our forefathers, 
" and man became a living soul ? '' 

No : for we are exhorted to cry, " Turn you to 
the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope : even to-day 
do I declare that I wiU render double to you" 
(Zech. ix. 12). 

Oh ! blessed be He who found for us a ransom ! 
The same God who created you by His Word, and 
breathed His Spirit within you, redeems you by 
the blood of His dear Son, recreates and revivifies 
you by the same Spirit, the Life Giver. 

" Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire. 
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Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above, 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love." 

That voice which called man into being from the 
dust can restore the sou] that cleaveth to the 
dust. 

Many voices fall dead and cold upon the ear of 
those who have been long sunk in evil habits, as 
if they feel themselves like hopeless slaves ; but 
O, my brethren, let not this gracious voice be 
unheard or unheeded ! 

" He that overcometh shall inherit all things ; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son " 
(Rev. xxi. 7). "For all things are yours; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, 
or death, or things present, or things to come; 
all are yours ; and ye are Christ's ; and Christ is 
God's'' (1 Cor. iii. 22, 23). Wonderful words of 
promise! His promise who cannot lie: His 
promise is fulfilled in His beloved children, in the 
state of grace: but more gloriously will it be 
fulfilled " when He shall appear,*' when " we may 
have confidence," when "we shall be like Him; 
for we shall see Him as He is " (1 John ii. 28 ; 
iii. 2). 

Look back, then, to the innocence, to the bliss 
of Eden, and look forward to the new and more 
glorious Eden — " a new heaven and a new earth.'* 
" The first heaven and the first earth are passed 
away." " Behold ! the tabernacle of God is with 
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men, and He will dwell with them/' Jesus has 
trod the earth, and all His true disciples shall be 
His people : for He is "Emmanuel, God with us/' 
" And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain : for the former things are passed away " 
(Eev. xxi. 4) ; and " whosoever liveth andbelieveth 
in Me shall never die '' (St. John vi. 26). " I am 
the Besurrection and the Life, saith the Lord.'' 

Turn then, dear brethren, to the source of all 
life, for renewed life— a life which defies death. 

There is indeed a terrible power in spiritual 
death. The " sin unto death" lays hold upon the 
entire man. !Not one among us can raise him- 
self from that deadly sickness. But He who first 
gave life can restore life. The good is stronger 
than the evil. God is greater than the devil. 
God's work came first, the perfect work, and man 
was good. The devil's work came afterwards to 
spoil the good. Man fell, and death began to work 
in him : but the Maker is greater than the spoiler. 
Life triumphs over death. God still breathes the 
breath of life into those who believe in Christ. 

Here, too, is our hope for our dear departed ones, 
and for ourselves in the prospect of death. The 
breath of God cannot be lost. The body may be 
laid in the grave ; the flesh may become the food of 
worms ; but the Immortal Spirit never dies. " The 
souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and there shall no torment touch them " (Tobit 



Digitized 



by Google 



6 ORIOINAL UPRIGHTNESS. 

ziL 7) j and the frail body also, since it has been 
made the dwelling-place of the Immortal Spirit 
(the breath of God) shall be restored by the same 
quickening power. The scattered particles of dust 
shall, when God so wills, be re-united ; the breath 
of His Spirit shall restore them to life again, and, 
created anew in the image of their glorified Be- 
deemer, they shall again be the dwelling-places of 
the purified Spirit ; and soul and body shall unite 
together in endless praises of Him who first breathed 
into their nostrils the breath of life, then visited 
him by Eia grace in his fallen state, and finally 
restored him, in the image of Christ's Resurrec- 
tion, to Eternal Life. 

O, then, let us shrink back with horror from sin, 
lest we defile that which has been cleansed in the 
blood of Christ; lest we drive out that Holy 
Spirit of God which breathed into us the new 
life, when we were baptized in the thrice holy 
Name. 

God breathed into Adam's nostrils the breath 
of life, and man became a living soul : even so 
God breathes into us His Holy Spirit, to renew in 
us the image of God. 

Let us guard and watch carefully over that 
precious treasure. Watch and pray. Pray for 
strength to overcome the tempter, and watch 
against his cunning devices. Keep far from bad 
companions ; and if you are tempted to do wrong 
when you are alone, then try to find a trusty friend 
who wiU encourage you^ advise you, and set a good 
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example to you, and having found a treasure so 
precious, let each of you try to help each other to 
live as Christians ought to live. 

Never be idle. Find some useful employment, 
and encourage each other to seek for the highest 
and holiest knowledge. 

And when the devil sees you, combining together 
and helping each other to improve, he is afraid 
of you: or rather he is afraid of onb who is 
always with you, when you are in the way of duty ; 
and so you may escape many temptations which 
would come upon you if you wasted your time 
with idle companions, or if you loiter in idleness : 
for when you have nothing to do, the Devil will 
soon find employment for you ! 

But there is a higher and better companionship 
than any that I have yet mentioned. I mean 
** the communion of tiie saints.'' 

Ten days after our Saviour had ascended into 
heaven. His disciples were all, with one accord, 
in one place : and suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled aU the house where they were sitting, and 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, Hke as 
of fire, and it sat upon each of them, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost." 

Even so, when we meet together with one 
accord, in one place, in this house, consecrated to 
God's Holy service, we too, kneeling upon our 
knees — spraying earnestly that God would forgive 
us our sins, and renew us in all gopdness, then 
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the Holy GHiost will fall upon us. The breath of 
&od which first gave us life, will renew that life, 
and give us more love, and more earnestness, and 
more power to live as God's dear children. And, 
above all, when we kneel side by side in the 
Holy Communion, and are made partakers of His 
blessed body and blood, " we are one with Christ, 
and Christ with us/' He, then, is all in all to us. 
" The first man, Adam, was a living soul : " but 
this " second Adam," our Lord Jesus Christ, *' is 
a quickening Spirit." We, therefore, live a new 
life in Him; or rather. He liveth in us. No 
longer, then, does He breathe life into us, but He 
Who is the life itself dwells within us, and we in 
Him, so that we may say with St. Paul (Gal. ii. 
20), " I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : 
and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." 

These glorious words do not belong to the great 
apostle only, but to every poor man or woman, 
and to every boy or girl who fights against the 
devil, and tries to keep God's commandments. 
Every one of you may, if you will, say, " I live ; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." 

In that life, then, fight against principalities 
and against powers: against the persuasions of 
bad companions, and against year own evil in- 
clinations : and then you wiU be " more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us " (Bom. 
viii. 37). 
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Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 

" Try me, O God, and seek the grotmd of my heart : 
prove me, and examme my thoughts. Look well if 
there he amy wickedness in me : and lead me in the 
way everlasting" 

There is but One who knows the heart of man : 
One only, who can trace its subtle windings. 
Wisely, therefore, did the Psalmist cry, "Try 
me, O GFod, and seek the ground of my heart: 
prove me and examine my thoughts/' 

The inmost working of the heart of man is not 
wholly reyealed, even to the nearest and dearest. 
Love alone unlocks the inner thought : but as 
man, by his fall, has lost perfect love, he cannot 
perfectly respond to love Divine. 

Hence, many complain that they are not tinder- 
stood. " The heart knoweth his own bitterness, 
and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy.'' 
But this is not all. The heart does not even know 
itself. K a friend, in kindness, points out a fault, 
the answer will (with few exceptions) be, " Any 
fault but that." We see this ignorance of self in 
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others: let us all, therefore, earnestly cry, "0 
cleanse Thou me from my secret faults/' 

''Know thyself,^' said the ancient sage. He 
had learnt his liability to be deceived. If he felt 
how great was the danger of self-deception, with 
how much more assurance should we pray, '' Try 
me, God, and seek the ground of my heart: 
prove me, and examine my thoughts. Look well 
if there be any wickedness in me : and lead me 
in the way everlasting/' 

I. Consider, therefore, the misery of man in his 
natural condition: "Without God in the world!*' 
How much more miserable, then, is the condition 
of those who have been baptized into Christ, and 
have " tasted that the Lord is gracious/' and yet 
have not kept God's commandments, but have 
sinned against the light P If the disease is un- 
known to ordinary physicians, why should not the 
poor deluded patient seek the true physician of 
souls, and be healed P 

This ignorance prepares the way to the entry 
of the seven other spirits, worse than the first. 

Saul laid his fault upon the people. Even 
Judas Iscariot, probably, persuaded himself that 
he was not committing a deadly sin in betraying 
his Lord, knowing that Jesus had the power to 
escape. The Pharisee, when he said, " God, I 
thank Thee that I am not as other men are," 
spoke in ignorance of his true misery. 

Religious people, anxious to live a holy life, 
are not, ew a matter of course, conscious of their 
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faults. St. Peter, though forewarned by Jesus of 
his coming fall, could not believe that he would 
so soon fall grievously. Ignorance of our inborn 
weakness hardens the heart against repentance. 
Bystanders can see it: but the miserable self- 
deceiver, even when the fault is laid before him, 
cannot understand it, crying, "any fault but 
this!'' 

II. What, then, is the cure of this spiritual 
blindness P Awful as it is, OodPs knowledge is our 
only refuge. The all-piercing eye of God Almighty 
can alone fathom the depth of human seK-decep- 
tion. To Him, therefore, with all humility let us 
betake ourselves, and say with the Psalmist, *' 
Lord, Thou hast searched me out, and known me : 
Thou knowest my down -sitting, and mine up- 
rising. Thou understandest my thoughts long 
before." " Try me, God, and seek the ground 
of my heart: prove me, and examine my thoughts. 
Look if there be any way of wickedness in me : 
and lead me in the way everlasting." Even with- 
out our prayer, God knows our necessities. He 
sees the remedy, and is ready to help us : but it 
is good for us that we beseech Him to search and 
try our hearts, for our own sake, that He may 
bring out the true heavenly knowledge, and 
quicken our spiritual sight. With the holy 
Augustin, let us pray, " Take me, God, from 
behind my back, and put me before my face." 
'* Let me see myself as Thou seest me." " Look 
well and see if there be any way of wickedness in 
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me/' that I may abhor it, and cast it out, and so 
" lead me in the way everlasting/' 

Jesus says, *' I am the way : " " by Me if any 
man enter in, he shall go in and out^ and find 
pasture/' " An highway shall be there, and a 
way, and it shall be called The way ot holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it : but it shall be 
for those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein. No lion shall be there^ nor any 
ravenous beast shall go up thereon^ it shall not be 
found there; but the redeemed shall be found 
there.'* 

The prayer of the text, then, is most practical. 
It is the prayer of self-examination. Using it in 
earnest, we come to the light, that we may know 
the truth. We may lay bare our wounds before 
the Great Physician, the only healer of our souls. 

Why, then, should any troubled penitent fear 
to use the words of the Psalmist P " Try me, 
&od, and seek the ground of my heart: prove me, 
and examine my thoughts. Look well if there be 
any way of wickedness in me : and lead me in the 
way everlasting.'' 

Why should we not go to the Source of all light 
and truth, that the darkness of self-deception may 
be chased away P 

Alas ! it is a prayer too hard to be used by the 
natural man. It is a prayer which thousands are 
afraid to use, and why P Because they are not 
prepared for a heart-whole service. They do not 
really wish to know themselves. '*They love 
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darkness rather than the lights because their 
deeds are evil/^ They shun the light, lest their 
deeds should be reproved ; those deeds which they 
are not prepared to give up at the bidding of their 
Saviour. 

The prayer of the text involves a fiiU, thorough 
determination to forsake sin: especially the be- 
setting sin. " I WILL run the way of Thy com- 
mandments, when Thou hast set my heart at 
liberty.'' 

Light and liberty go together. If we earnestly 
desire to escape from the power of sin, let us pray 
for the light of God's searching eye. 

Thank God! He loves us better than we do 
ourselves. When He sees us hesitating between 
temptation and conscience, He comes in by His 
providence ; showing us ^' that He is not willing 
that any should perish.^' He tries us, and sifts 
us, and winnows us by troubles, and sorrows, and 
disappointments. He will not allow us to be 
happy in ignorance of our sins; nor will He 
allow us to be ignorant of our weakness. 

How sore the trial is, some of you have known 
by experience. But the trial is sent in love, if 
we will in lowly submission "bear the rod, and 
Who hath appointed it '' (Micah vi. 9). 

All suffering is the punishment of sin ; but if 
the suffering is received patiently and himibly, 
the punishment is swallowed up in mercy. 
" Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva- 
tion." 
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When there is a willing mind, the grace of 
God co-operates with His providence. 

The Spirit of God (like the angel in the fire 
with the three holy children), " as it had been a 
moist whistling wind, cools the flame of trial, so 
that the fire touched them not at all, neither 
hurt nor troubled them" (Apocrypha, Dan. 27). 

Lastly. If you are willing to offer the prayer, 
"Try me, O God, and seek the groimd of my 
heart: prove me and examine my thoughts/' 
while you ask God to try and search your hearts, 
try and search yourselves. Lay before Him your 
failures, your fears, your doubts. If you are 
perplexed, seek guidance of tho^jB who have had 
experience in the way of God's commandments. 
Ask advice and help from those who are set to 
watch for your souls. They may be below you in 
knowledge of the heavenly life, and yet by the 
grace of God they may be enabled to see in you 
what you cannot see in yourself. 

If you truly desire to know yourselves, God will 
not leave you in darkness ; but in the light of His 
love, we can say, 

" Lead Thou me on ; I do not ask to see 
The distant scene : one step enough for me." 
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1 Kings xxi. 20. 

" Ahah said to Elijahy Hast thou -found me, O mine 
enemy ? And he answered, I have found thee ; 
because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the 
sight of the Lord'^ 

The character of Ahab Is perhaps more despicable 
than any other of which we read in Holy Scrip- 
ture. 

Jezebel, indeed, is hateful. Her name has be- 
come a by-word to express the awful depths of 
wickedness into which it is possible for women to 
fall ; but the man who can turn his face to the 
wall, lie still, and let his wife sin for him, is utterly 
base and contemptible : and this, not merely in the 
eyes of his fellow-men, but in the sight of God 
also ; for we read that, " There was jione like unto 
Ahab, which did sell himself, and work wicked- 
ness in the sight of the Lord/' Yet the character 
of Ahab is by no means rare, especially in a peace- 
fiil age, and among a civilized people. There are 
thousands who would revolt with horror from 
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Jezebel's open defiance of eyery law, hiunan and 
Divine, who yet would allow themselves to be 
drawn on gradually towards evil, by the influence 
of a character bolder than their own ; who would, if 
I may use the expression, slide smoothly into great 
iniquities, though they durst not openly transgress 
a plain command ; and so would in reality incur 
the guilt of sin, without the overt act, which would 
alarm thd conscience. 

Let us endeavour to trace the course of such 
feeble souls. 

1. In the first place, they set their affections 
upon some seeming good, as Ahab did upon 
Naboth's vineyard. The simple desire of gain 
or pleasure is stirred within them. 

The next step is to try all lawful means to ob- 
tain their wish. Failing this, they are, like Ahab, 
heavy and displeased. 

To sin boldly, and secure the object on which 
their hearts are set; no, this is not their way. 
They have a soul to be saved. They cannot go 
flat against the commandments of God. They 
fear the consequences of deliberate transgression ; 
they may die m their &m, and so be finally lost. 
Even higher motives may restrain them: they do 
not wish to do wrong. They dread the self-con- 
demnation which would mar their peace of mind, 
and destroy their self-respect, if they were to com- 
mit the gross act of sin. 

What then remains ? Will they at once give 
up their cherished wish, and turn their, thoughts 
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from the alluring gain P Will they then yield up 
their own will to the will of God P No ; this is 
not their way either. They lie down heavy and 
displeased. They lieither seize the coveted plea- 
sure, nor turn away from the temptation ; but 
pause and ponder over the hardship of the case. 
They review it in all its bearings, and consider 
with themselves whether some way may not re- 
main by which they can secure the prize without 
the deed of evil, and bemoan the hardship of the 
self-denial, if no way of escape appears. Then 
follows an envious admiration of bolder sinners, 
and a cowardly regret that their own conscience 
is so easily alarmed. Alas ! they cease to hate the 
sin, and are only restrained by fear of the pain 
that follows sin. For such a double heart the 
devil has always some middle course open. The 
mountains of difficulty may indeed appear for 
some time to close up every way of exit from the 
doubts, and fears, and wishes, which encompass 
the waverer : but let him only tamper with his 
conscience long enough, change his point of view 
often enough, and he will discover some path 
which seems to avoid the precipice of sin on one 
side, and the upward steps of self-denial on the 
other. A stronger will, a bolder spirit, is at hand 
to take the responsibility of action. Ahab had his 
wife — (you, perhaps, have a daring, high-spirited, 
thoughtless companion) — then the miserable cow- 
ard, who feared to do the vile deed himself, is 
ready to take advantage of the deed when done. 
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4 THE SELF'DEGEFTION OF TIMID SINNEBS. 

Ahab durst not murder ^Naboth : it is doubtful 
whether he would have allowed his wife to do it, 
if he had known for certain what course she was 
about to pursue ; but having lain quiet, and al- 
lowed her to do as she chose, without inquiry 
whether she did well or ill, he took, without fear, 
his neighbour's vineyard, the price of innocent 
blood. 

In Kke manner, among those whose trial is 
severe poverty, there are some who would not 
steal, themselves, and yet would partake of stolen 
goods without inquiry. And among those who 
are engaged in trade or business, are found men 
who would not themselves overreach, or defraud, 
who yet would connive at the frauds of their 
partners or agents. Is it not almost proverbial 
that companies are more lax in their principles 
than individuals P 

How few, again, are those who would wilfiilly 
lead others astray, compared with the numbers 
who would follow an evil example, without much 
fear ! 

But we may observe ftirther, that it is very 
possible to be thus seK-deceived, or to secure the 
wages of iniquity, without seeming wilfully to 
commit it, apart from another's agency. 

Conscience may be soothed and flattered without 
the aid of a human voice. The true Ahab does 
not always need a Jezebel to lead him on. If the 
love of sin be cherished — ^if the love of God be 
absent— he has a worse than Jezebel within him. 
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THE SELF-DECEPTION OF TIMID SINNERS. 5 

It was not by the persuasion of Jezebel tbat 
Ahab despised the prophet's warning (1 Kings 
xxii. 28 — 30), and went up to the battle, in which 
God had said that he should die. It was not 
Jezebel who induced him to ease the fear which 
the warning inspired^ by disguising himself, while 
Jehosaphat went to battle in his kingly garments, 
as if he could, by an exchange of raiment, escape 
the all-seeing eye. 

In the two cases we see the same cowardly 
attempt to take a middle course between right 
and wrong. In the one case, there was enough 
of the fear of God to restrain him from viol- 
ence and rapine ; but not enough to induce him 
to abstain from receiving the prize of perjury 
and murder, committed in his behalf. In the 
other, he had sufficient faith in the words of the 
Lord's prophet to make him fear an open exposure 
of himself in his kingly robes, and yet sufficient 
unbelief to allow him to trust himself in the for- 
bidden battle-field, imder disguise. In the one 
case the instrument of self-deception was his wife, 
in the other his own duplicity of heart. 

So, too, with us, if we have no Jezebel, no 
hardened companion, to do the evil deed for us, 
the subtle spirit within, will (if we permit) show 
us some by-way of iniquity, which will lead us to 
the same end as if we had taken the high road, 
with this advantage, that our doubts and fears are 
quieted. 

For example, a certain advantage is set before 

21 
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6 THE SELF-DECEPTION OF TIMID SINNERS. 

you, which can be gained by telling a falsehood : 
but you draw back, for you remember that " all 
liars shall have their part in the lake that bumeth 
with fire and brimstone *' (Rev. xxi. 8). Ton 
wait awhile, and find that no questions will be 
asked — you have but to hold your peace, and the 
same end will be gained. 

Surely a voice within will whisper that you 
ought to speak the truth, a voice which you might 
hear if you wished to hear ; but it does not speak 
so loud as it would against the open falsehood, 
and therefore you do not heed it, and perhaps 
congratulate yourself that you have escaped the 
sin of lying. But if you take to yourself the fruit 
of this unspoken deception, then the silence is in 
the sight of God a lie. 

This moral cowardice is still more common in 
sins of omission. How many duties are left 
undone, how many opportunities of kindness lost, 
not from any formal determination to omit the 
duties, or to refuse the kindness; but from an 
indolent forgetfulness or procrastination? The 
time is allowed to slip by, the opportunity is lost, 
and miserable hypocrites as we are, a sense of 
relief too often follows. Alas! we are but too 
ready to *' go down and take possession." 

And yet, my brethren, how vain and foolish 
are all such self-deceptions ! Surely it were far 
better to look sin boldly in the face, see all its 
true hideousness, and reject it courageously. 

Sin embraced with averted eyes is not the less 
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Sin, nor are its ways less certainly death. The 
cowardly sinner "is not therefore the less hateful 
because he is also contemptible ; nor. will he find 
himself in the end the less corrupted by sin, but 
rather the more so. 

For what is the natural result of all this dally- 
ing with evil, this shrinking from the guilt of 
iniquity, while attempting to enjoy its rewards ? 
The end is well set forth in the words of Ahab to 
the saintly prophet, "Hast thou found me, O 
mine enemy ? ^^ 

Truly " the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God.'^ " No man can serve two masters." 
God will in the end find us, as He found Ahab. 
Ahab He found by His servant Elijah. He will 
find us by our conscience, if not by the ministry 
of another. For, after all, we do not really 
deceive ourselves. There is no true peace, no 
enjoyable security, to the double-hearted. Deep in 
the soul there is a hidden fear, which in moments 
of sudden danger, or in the deep silence of the 
night, thrills the whole being with terror. Then 
the voice of conscience will be heard ; or rather 
God Himself is heard, uttering His solemn warn- 
ing in the conscience ; and oh ! misery of all 
miseries, if to the perverted heart it should come 
as the voice of an " enemy .^' 

See, then, my brethren, the whole course of the 
self-deceiving cowardly spirit, which fears to sin. 
See and beware. The end of that course is 
enmity with God. The whole progress' of it is a 
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8 THE SELF-DECEPTION OF TIMID SINNERS. 

selling of thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Lord. 

The bold man gives himself freely to work 
iniquity with greediness. The coward sells him- 
self ; he makes his wretched bargain ; he yields 
himself up slowly and unwillingly. The price he 
asks is lo be persuaded to go up (1 Kings xxii. 
20 — 22) ; to be eased of his fears ; to have his 
doubts solved ; his scruples satisfied ; the way of 
evil made smooth. He asks to be lulled, and 
soothed, and put to sleep in the way of death. 
He says, '^ Speak unto us smooth things, prophesy 
deceits'' (Isa. xxx. 10). He asks his price, and 
obtains it. But, having obtained it, he has sold 
himself. His immortal soul is doomed, his trust 
in God is broken, his hopes of heaven are ship- 
wrecked. He is a miserable slave to the worst 
of masters ; and it is a great question whether 
he is not more hopelessly bound than even a 
bolder transgressor. 

Beware, therefore, dear brethren, of the first 
movements of self-deception. Beware of con- 
tinuing to long for pleasures or gains which can- 
not be had without sin. Be honest and large- 
hearted ; and give up freely and once for all what 
God in His providence, or by His law, has 
forbidden. 

The fear of sin is God's precious gift bestowed 
upon you in mercy, to save you from enduring in 
reality the terrors of His wrath. 

But if you yield to that fear, just so much as 
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THE SELF-DECEPTION OF TIMID SINNERS. 9 

Will induce you to sin with closed eyes, sin with, 
a trembling heart, sin by the bold deed or lying 
word of another, then you make yourself (in the 
sight of God and His angels) mean, wretched, 
and cowardly, as was Ahab. 

But if you let that wholesome fear rule your 
heart and guide your ways ; and if it keep you 
back from the sin, and turn your heart again 
into the way of God's commandments, then it 
will be in you the beginning of true wisdom ; it 
will free you from every other fear, and bring you ' 
into willing subjection to Him whose service is 
perfect freedom. It will make you the friend 
of God ; for does not our blessed Lord say, " Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you"? 

It wiU give you the true courage, that courage 
which fears not to fight " against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places" (Eph. vi. 12) ; and it will give 
you that true wisdom which will secure you from 
the wiles of the wicked one, and guard you from 
the illusions of your deceitful heart. 
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THE TRANSFIGUKATION. 



St. Luke ix. 33, 34. 

^eter p^'d unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to 
%€ here : and let us make three tabernacles ; one 
for lliee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias : 
not Icnouoing what he said. While he thus spake, 
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them : and 
they feared as they entered into the cloud. 

There is one event in tlie history of our Blessed 
Lord which stands apart from all the other events 
recorded by the Evangelists. It was transacted 
upon earth, yet represented the glories of heaven, 
so that it unites in one view the actual bodily 
presence of Christ upon earth, with the glorious 
bliss of heaven, which, in our very humanity. He 
was to enjoy for ever. 

The scene of the Transfiguration Is related at 
length by three of the Evangelists. It is alluded 
to in the fourth gospel, by St» John, in the words, 
" We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father " (St. John i. 14), and it 

22] 
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2 THB TRANSFIGURATION. 

is distinctly mentioned by St. Peter * in his Second 
Epistle. " We were eyewitness of His majesty. 
For He received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to Him 
from the excellent glory, 'This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.' .And this voice 
which came from heaven we heard, when we were 
with Him in the holy mount." 

We may here observe, in passing, one of those 
remarkable coincidences which are found in true 
histories (but seldom, if ever, in fictitious)— co- 
incidences which so strongly corroborate the 
Divine records, and demonstrate their objective 
reality. 

In the history of the Transfiguration, St. Peter 
says,. " Let us make three tabernacles " f (St. Luke 
ix. 33). In his second epidtle (i. 14) he writes, 
" Shortly I must put off this tabernacle." { Again, 
in the history of the Transfiguration we are told 
that our Lord spake of His decease.^ 

St. Peter, in his epistle, immediately after using 
the word tabernacle, mentions his approaching 
decease (i^iiov) ; and then he at once proceeds to 
speak of our Lord's Transfiguration, as if the sight 
of those two words, crKr)vas and k^bbov — the words 
which he himself had used and heard ye^r^ ago, upon 
the holy moimt — had recalled the glorious vision 
to his mind. 

To return to the subject of the Transfiguration. 

* 2 Peter i. 16—18. t oKfivi^:. 
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This foresliowing of the glory about t6 be 
revealed was granted only to the three favoured 
disciples, St. Peter, St. James, and St. John ; who 
were also the only witnesses of the raising of 
Jairus's daughter. 

These three disciples were afterwards to be the 
companions of our Saviour in His deepfist humilia^ 
Hon, the agmiy in the garden ; and we can scarcely 
doubt that these peculiar privileges were granted 
to them as a preparation to sustain them through 
that awful scene, so severe a test of their faith 
it must have been. To them, also, it is expressly 
related that our Lord appeared, after His remrm 
rection; and, as they were the principal witnesses 
to the reality of that marvellous event, so, doubt- 
less, they revealed the glorious vision upon the 
Mount to their fellow-disciples, as they have left 
their record of it, for our iuBtruction. 

I. First, then, let us recount the wonderful 
events themselves. " The fashion of His counten- 
ance was altered." '^ His face did shine as the sun,'* 
irradiated by the Divine glory, which ordinarily 
was concealed, by the veil of His humility, but 
which now, for a few moments, shone forth in its 
proper splendour. Then " there appeared unto 
Him Moses and Elius : " one representing the law, 
the other the prophets ; one appearing from 
" the dead," the other from the unseen world, into 
which he had passed without dying. 

"Ask thee a sign,^' said the Lord to Ahaz 
(Isa. viii 11). "Ask it either in the depth, or in 
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4 THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

the height above/* Here it is given from both : 
— ^Moses coming from "the depth/* Hades, the 
resting-place of departed spirits ; Elias from the 
height of heaven, whither he had been carried 
up in the chariot of fire. 

When the Pharisees asked of Jesus a sign, it 
was refused. "No sign" (said our Lord) "shall 
be given to this generation;** but to the loving 
disciples a sign was given unasked. 

Both of these Old Testament saints, Moses and 
Elias, thus called to be with Christ in His Trans- 
figuration, had, like their Saviour, endured a 
forty-days' fast ; both had seen a vision upon the 
Mount ; and both had been mysteriously removed 
from earth: one without passing through the 
gate of death, the other by death, indeed, but 
alone upon the moimtain-top, and without the 
ordinary rites of sepulture. 

But now, in glorified bodies, as the first-fruits 
of the dead and the living, these favoured saints 
are called upon to share His glory, and to hold 
converse with Him concerning His decease, which 
He should accomplish at Jerusalem. And having 
thus appeared, and done Him homage^ they retire, 
leaving to Him their delegated and expiring 
powers. 

Jesus is left alone ! The Law and the Prophets 
are fulfilled ; the Gospel alone remains^ the new, 
life-giving law of the Christian covenant. 

As Moses and Elias disappear the approving 
voice is heard (as it had already been heard at 
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His Baptism), " This is My behted Son.'* " God, 
who had in times past spoken, to the Fathers by the 
prophetSy" was now, in these last days, about to 
speak '* unto m by His Son." " Hear Him/' 

The Law and the Prophets no longer exist in 
themselves ; they are fulfilled in Him whom the 
men of old foreshadowed. 

The Transfiguration will strike us more vividly, 
if we consider that it took place by night 

Jesus went up into the mountain to pray: it 
was His custom to do so by night. The disciples 
were " hea^ with sleep,^' * yet, notwithstanding, 
keeping awake,t '* they beheld His glory," until, 
at the break of day, they descended into the plain. 

II. Let us now pass on to the result of this 
glorious vision upon the apostles. 

(1) "j&orcf, it is good for us to be here J* It was 
Peter who spoke, ever ready in his loving zeal. 

(2) *^Let us'^ (he said) *' make three tabernacles; 
one for Thee, one for Moses, and one for Elias.*' He 
would fain have remained there for ever with his 
glorified Lord, in perpetual splendour; but "Ae 
knew not what he saidJ' For then, how could 
the Scripture have been fulfilled, that Messiah 
should be cut off? No; He must first go down 
into the valley of humiliation ; He must drink of 
the cup which His Father was preparing for Him ; 
He must accomplish His decease at Jerusalem. 

For Peter also, and his fellow-disciples, it could 

* PePapfifisvot, t dtayptiyopfjaavTiQ. 
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not be good to remain upon the Mount of Trans* 
figuration when Jesus had left it. Besides, for 
Peter, and James, and John, there was also a 
work to be accomplished — the deepening of 
repentance, the ripening of faith, the perfecting 
of love. 

The external glory would have been nothing to 
them, until their heart and mind and soul had 
been prepared, by the Holy Spirit of God, to 
receive the Mness of joy. Therefore, while he 
thus spake, "a cloud" — "a bright cloud," says St. 
Matthew — " overshadowed them : and they feared 
as they entered into the cloiid ; " and when they 
iieard the Voice, **they fell on their faces, and 
were sore afraid." They knew not, indeed, what 
they said. The awftil presence in the cloud over- 
whelmed them. To hear the Father's voice they 
were not as yet prepared, without overwhelming 
awe. 

But most mercifully and tenderly were they 
comforted. By the gracious touch, and by the 
loving voice of the Son, they were raised up, and 
reassured. "Behold an Hand touched me," 
said the prophet Daniel (ch. x. 8 — 11), " and set 
me upon my knees, and upon the palms of my 
hands;" and (after the ascension of the Lord) 
St. John tells us how, in the hour of extreme fear 
under the shadow of death. He (the gracious 
Saviour) (laid His right hand upon the apostle, 
saying, "Fear not: imderstand the words that 

1 speak unto thee, and stand upright." 
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Dear brethren, in this wonderful scene there is 
a lesson for us. 

It was good for the disciples to be there upon 
the Mount, for Jesus took them thither. It was 
not good for them to stay there, for He brought 
them doum again. 

So, also, it is good for us to follow the gracious 
steps of our merciful Saviour in all His loving 
labours for our salvation. It is good for us to see 
Him hj faith, in His life, His work. His almighty 
power, and His great glory ; it is good for us to 
ascend the mount by contemplation, and gaze, with 
loving thankfulness, upon Mia glory, " who cover- 
eth Himself with light as with a garment '^ (Ps. 
civ. 2). 

But it is also good for us to return again to 
earthly occupations, as duty calls its. 

The practical life and the contemplative life must 
move on side by side, with even steps. Neither 
must be despised, lest, on the one hand, we should 
become mere idealists — looking upwards towards 
heaven, and yet taking no heed to walk in the 
narrow way of strict obedience, which leads to the 
home of eternal life ; or, on the other hand, there 
is danger lest, while carefully fulfilling the letter 
of God's commandments, we should grow cold and 
dead in spirit, because we do not lift up our hearts 
unto the Lord, and kindle the flame of love within 
us, by the contemplation of His love. 

Nothing can satisfy the immortal soul, short of 
seeing Him in His glory. We must learn to say. 
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with St. Paul, " To me to live is Christ : to die is 
gaifin*' 

It is a glorious hope that is set before us, the 
life eternal in the heavens ; and it must be " good 
for tt«" to be there, by anticipation, where Jesus is 1 
Such as He teas, radiant with celestial light, all 
mortal weakness consumed by the glory ineffable, 
such shaU we be hereafber, if we enter into His 
rest ; for, *^ when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is/' **The 
resurrection bodies of the saints will resemble that 
of their Lord» They too shall shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father ; when that 
which was sown in corruption shaU have been 
raised in incorruption, and that ^ich was sown 
in weakness shall have been raised in power, and 
that which was sown in dishonour shall have been 
raised in gloryt," * 

"For," says the Apostle (Philip, iii. 20, 21)^ 
*' our citizenship " (or our conversation, or our 
home) "is in heaven; from whence also we 
look for our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall change 
our vile body (or the body of humiliation), that it 
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body,'* or 
" His body of glory. ^^ 

And oh ! my brethren, how unutterable will that 
bliss be I 

If Peter could exclaim, "It is good for us to be 
here,'' though he had but a glimpse of the glory 
of Christ, how infinitely "^good" will it be to be 
• Dean Goulboum, 
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in heaven, and to remain there, where there is no 
need of the snn nor of the moon to lighten it, for 
the Lamb is the Kght thereof ! How shall we then 
be filled with joy, when we ^* shall be for ever with 
the Lord!" 

Surely it is good for ns thus to foretaste the 
glory that shall be revealed ! It is good for us to 
be HERB, in God's house of prayer ; it is good for 
us to dwell upon the glorious beauty of our Incar- 
nate Saviour ; to see Him, as the three favoured 
ones saw Him on the Mount. 

And, thanks be to God, we may cd home renew 
the glorious vision. We may come into that 
radiant presence in the quiet seclusion of our own 
chambers. 

Our Lord, we are told by St. Luke, " took with 
Him Peter and James aqd John, and went up into 
a mountain to pray ; and as He prayed, the fashion 
of His countenance was altered/' Even so by 
prayer we come most truly and sacredly into the 
presence of His glorious Majesty. The fashion 
of the Christian's countenance is altered by earnest 
prayer ; the glory of Christ is reflected from the 
features of His servants when they pray in His 
name. The light of His spirit in their hearts 
shines out; and if we could see them, as the Jews 
of old saw St. Stephen, we shoidd see their faces 
also as the faces of angels. 

It is good for us, then, to be there upon our 
knees, to see the glory of Christ, and to reflect in 
ourselves the beams of His love. 
22] 
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But the holiest Christiau does not spend his life 
upon his knees. Not even the eagle's piercing 
eye can gaze upon the sun for ever. Much less 
can we^ fallen creatures, bear perpetual contem- 
plation of Divine glory and bliss. We return 
again, therefore, according to OocFs wUl, to our daily 
toils, our homely trials ; but we return refreshed 
and strengthened; we do our work with a bright 
face and a light heart ; the Saviour of blessing 
overspreads and sanctifies the common incideiits 
of life. And if, as the three disciples had soon after- 
wards to follow their Lord to His agony, and to 
pass with Him, fearing and trembling, through the 
valley of the shadow of death; if, I say, we are 
called upon to pass through the dark valley in our 
own persons, or to watch beside any of our beloved 
ones in the awful passage, the glorious vision will 
have so penetrated the soul, that even if the light 
be not clear, neither shaU it be dark ; but, in the 
words of the prophet, '' it shall come to pass that 
in the evening time it shaU be light '* (Zech. xiv. 
6, 7). ^ . 

Let us pray for each other, that we may patiently 
walk in the narrow way, and persevere to the end. 
Let us pray, that in all our daily toils and cares 
and fears, we may see Jesus by a living faith in 
His glory; and so be gradually prepared to live 
with Him for ever. 
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St. Maithew xzii. 32. 

*'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living,^* 

To be God's chfld is to live : nothing else is worth 
the name of life. To eat and to drink, to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season, and then to go 
away into the darkness of spiritual death — ^this is 
not worth the name of life. 

" Let us enjoy life," says the young man ; which 
means, ^^ Let us take pleasure as it comes, without 
considering whether it be right or wrong, without 
asking God's guidance and God's blessing." Alas ! 
it is the pathway of death. " He goeth .... 
straightway, as an ox to the slaughter, or as a fool 
to the correction of the stocks. • • . As a bird 
hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is 
for his life" (Prov. vii. 22). 

"Let us make money," says the merchant or the 
trader. " Let us make us a great name." " Let 
us teach men a higher philosophy/' says the 
28] 
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learned man. " Let ns obtain place and power," 
says the politician. 

But what will money avail us, if we fear to meet 
our God P And where shall we find refuge when 
we stand before the throne of the Almighty 
Judge P What will it profit us to have known all 
human sciences, if we know not " the love of God, 
that passeth knowledge P " 

Pleasure, and the comforts of life, and influence 
are indeed blessings, for which we may thank 
God, if we take them as His gifts, to be accepted 
and used according to his laws ; but what gain are 
they, if sin has dominion over us P for then we are 
dead in the sight of God. God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living. Therefore if we are 
"dead in trespasses and sins,^' we are "strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world'* (Ephes. ii. 12). 

And what, my brethren, can be so miserable as 
to be " without God ? '' " Without God '' in our 
daily life ! " Without God '' when we lie down, 
perhaps to wake no more ! ''Without God" when 
we rise up, to go through our daily work without 
God's blessing ! " Without God " to sanctify our 
joys. " Without God *' to comfort us in our 
sorrows. "Without God'' to sustain us in the 
awful hour of death : and when the hour of death 
is over, oh ! how fearful will it be to pass into the 
unseen world " without Gt)d ! '' the lonely soul in 
the darkness of the sleep of death, apart from 
God ! and in the resurrection day (without the 
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intervention of the Mediator) to meet the awful 
Judge ! to hear the eternal doom ! the'blackness of 
darkness for ever ! 

See then, dear brethren, that your Hfe be beal. 
Pray earnestly that God may help you to live as 
a Christian ought to live — "in soberness and 
chastity^'' in honesty and kindness, in love and 
gentleness. 

Strive earnestly to do your duty towards God, 
to believe in Him, to fear Him, and to love Him, 
with all your heart and mind and soul and strength ; 
to worship Him in church, and to worship Him at 
home ; to "give Him thanks " for every blessing ; 
to " call upon Him," that is, to ask of Him what 
you require, as a loving child does to a loving 
father ; " to honour His holy name and His word : 
His name with reverence; His word, to read, mark, 
and learn, and humbly to obey its precepts. Then 
will He be your God, for you will be His living 
child. " God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living." 

And if you live as the child of God ; if God is 
your God, the God and Father of you, a limng 
child, it will be your deUght to " love your neigh- 
bour as yourself, and to do to aU men as you 
would they should do unto you.'' Then you will 
be good and kind to your aged parents ; you will 
reverence all those in authority, ordained by God ; 
you will be gentle and considerate for others ; you 
will be true and honest; you will speak kindly 
and truly of your neighbour ; you will be honest 
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and industrious, and contented with the state of 
life in- which God has placed you. 

God is the God of the living. If we desire 
Him to be our God, we must live a trtie, pure Ufa, 
a life in accordance with God's will, for any other 
life is not worth the name. Our life must be that 
new life which God has given us in Jesus Christ. 
We must be able to say^ in our measure^ as St. 
Paul said, " The life which I now live in the flesh; 
I live by the faith of the Son of Oody who hvedme, 
and gave Himself for me J* If our life is not a true 
life, then we are of all men most miserable ; and 
for this reason: ever since our childhood tee have 
known Ood^s love in Jesus Christ. We have called 
God our Father; we have known Jesus as our 
Saviour ; if, therefore, we are, after all, dead in sin; 
if we have no true love for Him who died for us upon 
the Cross ; if we are selfish, cold-hearted, and dis- 
obedient, then we are twice dead ; not only " bom 
in sin, and the children of wrath,'' as all men are 
by nature, but we shall have thrown away the gift 
of God — the new heavenly life which He had 
bestowed upon us in Jesus Christ. 

Let us therefore examine ourselves, and make 
confession to our Father, and plead His mercies 
through Jesus Christ. As Jesus healed men's sick- 
nesses, and strengthened their feeble limbs, and 
even restored the dead to life, so He will heal you 
of the sickness of sin, if only you will lay your 
wounds open before Him. Go to Him, and He 
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will teach you how to overcome temptation ; He 
will strengthen your feeble resolutions, and give 
you new life by His Spirit. Then you will know 
that God is your Ood. 

He is " the God of the living'' If you truly 
repent ; if you try earnestly to do better ; if you 
fight against and overcome the tempter, then you 
will be as one restored from the death unto sin, 
and you will partake of the life of righteousness. 
You will Ike before God. He is the God of the 
living. The little ones, newly washed in the 
precious blood of Christ, receive His gift of life : 
Qod is their God. Young men and women who 
guard their purity, keeping under their body, and 
bringing it into subjection, live in His sight : God 
is their God. Industrious labourers, good fathers, 
dutiful wives, honest men of business, doing their 
several duties in the fear and love of God, live 
before Him : He is their God. Patient sufferers, 
aged saints of God, awaiting the hour of their 
departure, yet ready to remain, if it be God^s wiU, 
are living though dying : God is their God, And 
those who have departed this life in the fear and 
love of God — they too live. " God is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living/' We may therefore 
have the great consolation of knowing that those 
whom we have lost, if they died in faith, still live. 
They live as Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob lived, 
when Christ said in the words spoken long before 
at the burning bush, *' I am the God of Abraham, 
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and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob/' 
adding from His own gracious lips, " Chd is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living.** 

Trust, then, your departed ones, djring in peace, 
djring in penitence and humble hope. Trust them 
to their living Saviour; and for yourselves ask for 
grace so to live the life of holiness, that when you 
die you may be reckoned among the living, and 
may therefore have the Lord for your God for 
ever and ever. Jesus says, '* I am the Way, and 
the Truth, and the Life." " Because I live, ye 
shall live also.'' ** I am the resurrection and the 
life" (saith the Lord) : ''he that believeth in Me, 
though he have died, yet shall he live:* and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die" 
(St. John xi. 25, 26). 
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SECRET SINS IN THE LIGHT OF GOD'S 
COUNTENA^'CE 



Psalm xc. 8. 

" Thou hast set our iniquities lefore Thee, our secret 
sins in the light of Thy countenance,^^ 

Pbayeb-Book Vebsion. 

^^Thou hast set our misdeeds lefore Thee: and our 
secret sins in the light of Thy countenance.^* 

Many of you, my brethren, have Kstened with 
awe and grief to the words of the text — ^words 
spoken on the borders of the grave. 

The psahn opens with words of comfort. The 
Lord is set before us as our Eefuge from one 
generation to another. He then passes on to 
man's frailty. " Thou tumest mAn to destruction." 
" As soon as Thou scatterest them they are even as a 
sleep, and fade away like the grass," 

And this leads us to the thought of God's anger 
against sin. " TFe consume away in Thy displeamre, 
and are afraid at Thy wrathful indignation.^' 

24] 
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This brings before us the came of God's wratb. 
" Thau hast set our misdeeds before Thee.'* 

All sufferings^ of whatever kind, sickness, pain, 
sorrow ; loss of those dearest to us by death ; loss 
of those who once loved us, but now have grown 
cold, all these troubles are the fruit of sin. '' Sin 
entered the world, and death by sin/' 

But we must not look upon death, and that 
which follows death, merely as a consequence of 
sin. We must regard it as the punishment of 
sin ; for so it is~ expressed in the words of the 
Psalmist : "We consume away in Thy displeasure, 
and are a&aid at Thy wrathful indignation; for 
Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee.'' 

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against aU ungodliness and unrighteousness. The 
sight of man's sin kindles His awful wrath. 

Oh! my brethren, consider how awful is the 
cry of our grievous sins — a cry that enters " into 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth" (St. James v. 4) ; 
consider how all evil deeds are mirrored in His 
eyes, who " cannot look upon iniquity." 

If the Israelites perished in the wilderness, as 
a punishment for their murmurings and rebellions, 
surely shall we too " consume away in His wrath, 
and be troubled." 

But this is not all. It is not only crying 
iniquities that are set before Gt)d; our hidden 
faults, our " secret sins," are beheld in the light 
of His countenance. 

That gross and wilful sin is set before God, this 
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concerns the careless : but that hidden sins^ deeds 
long forgotten and unnoticed^ are not hidden 
irom the Lord, this includes all, the reUgions 
and the careless. 

Weigh the words. The hidden sins are not 
merely seen by God, but they are "set in the 
light of His countenance ; our sins are brought 
forth, into the fullest, the brightest day, the day- 
light of God's face. "He is a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is 
there any creature that is not manifest in His 
sight : but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do " 
(Heb. iv. 12, 13). 

" All things are naked and opened unto the 
eyes of Him with Whom we have to do." " Hell 
(or the grave) is naked before Him (saith Job), 
and destruction hath no covering.'' "He knoweth 
the very thoughts of the heart," and reads the 
half-formed letters of our unuttered purposes. 

Why should we dwell on this manifestation of 
sin before God P and what comes of it P Much, 
and of great import, if we deal with it aright. 

Of all sins, secret sins are to be most dreaded ; 
for if, after all, the religious man is deceived as 
to his own condition he is of all men most miser- 
able. He is most miserable because he will be 
most bitterly disappointed. How, (then, can we 
escape from the consequences of our secret sins P 

Let secret sins be no more hidden. Drag them 
from their hiding-places. Already they are set 
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in the light of God's countenance. Let us ask 
Him to give ns of His light; beseech Him to 
show us how to escape from our hidden sins. Let 
us beseech Him to enable us to see our secret 
sins as He views them ; let us see them in His 
light. 

It is not a mere play of words. "When the 
poor woman, afflicted with an issue of blood, 
touched the hem of Christ's garment, Jesus knew 
perfectly " who touched Him/' and yet He asked, 
"Who touched MeP" Why did He hold back 
His knowledge P It was to bring forth her con- 
fession; and then He spoke the gracious words, 
" Daughter, go in peace." 

Even so God knows all our secret faults ; they 
are not secret to Him; but He would have us 
know them also. Yet, although He knows, we 
may still lay our sins and our sorrows, again and 
again, before Him, that they may be purged, as 
Isaiah's lips were purged by the coal of fire firom 
off the altar. Thus be they, in another sense, in 
the light. So it is of secret sins, as long as they 
are secret, they are marked for condemnation; 
but when known and confessed and laid before 
God, in the light of His countenance, then in 
that light may our sins be done away. 

How, then, are we to set ourselves to discover 
our secret sinsP First, by a careful search for 
our hidden sins, with earnest prayer. " Try me, 
O God, and seek the ground of my heart : prove 
me, and examine my thoughts. Look well if 
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there be any way of wickedness, and lead me in 
the way everlasting." Take a single day, and go 
through your words, and your deeds, your omis- 
sions of duty, your thoughts, and then consider 
which of these is most habitual to you ; for it is 
in habits that secret sins are hidden. 

If you doubt of some pleasure, and if you are 
anxious to know whether it would be right to 
indulge in it, separate it from yourself; if you 
would condemn it in another, be still more severe 
with yourself. But, alas! it is commonly the 
other way. 

Be really in earnest, and you will not be im- 
aided ; your heavenly Father will send down the 
Holy Ghost to comfort and sustain you ; and the 
example of your blessed Saviour will guide you. 

Go about your self-examination, as you under- 
take any serious matter of business. 

No work is more difficult, but none is more sure 
of success if it be done in the true spirit. God will 
help you by His grace ; He will guide you in His 
providence. Watch for the visitations of His Holy 
Spirit ; and when they come use them. 

Do it in the presence of God, then the result 
will be as it was with holy Job — " I have heard 
of Thee by the hearing of the ear : but now mine 
eye seeth. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes" (Job xlii. 5). 
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THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST'S MIRACLES. 



St. Luke v. 5, 6. 

" Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing : nevertheless at Thy word I will let down 
the net. And when they had thm done, they in- 
closed a great multittide of fishes: cmd their net 
hraheP 

The character of Christ's miracles was not that 
of bare signs or wonders. For the most part 
they were restorative — ^healing the sick, giving 
strength to the withered hand, providing food for 
the hungry, raising the dead from the grave. 
And more than this. His mighty deeds involve 
important principles. 

This miracle was introduced carefully. As the 
people pressed upon Jesus, to hear the Word of 
God, He entered into Simon's ship, and prayed 
him that he would thrust out a little from the 
land. Then came the sermon. He sat down, and 
taught the people out of the ship ; and when He 
had left speaking, He said unto Simon, " Launch 
out into ihe deep, and let down for a draught.*' 
25] 
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Peter pleaded, "We have toiled aU the night, and 
have taken nothing :'' as if it were useless to try, 
yet submissiyely adds, " nevertheless at Tht/ word I 
will let down the net." Then followed themarvellous 
result. " When they had thus done, they inclosed 
a great multitude of fishes : and their net brake. 

Strange it may seem that any sort of failure 
should beset His mighty works! Strange, but 
full of meaning ! Is there not the same sad failure 
in the work of the ministry? Even work for 
God is too often full of disappointment. 

"Preach the Word.*' "Be instant in season, 
out of season." " Eeprove, rebuke, exhort," Sunday 
after Sunday. 

Lonely hours spent in earnest prayers, on behalf 
of the flock — ^hours of anxious preparation, in 
weariness and weakness, from year to year, ready 
to " spend and be spent," and with what result P 
If St. Paul cried, "The more abundantly I love 
you, the less I be loved," how shall we expect 
that " the more we love, the less we be loved P " 
Alas ! alas ! careless hearers, cold hearts. 

But there was one, greater than St. Paul, Who 
poured out His grief and disappointment, in the 
plaintive words, " Ye will not come to Me, that 
ye might have life'' (St John v.' 40). 

All this is hard to flosh and blood. It is try- 
ing to the feeble faith of mortal teachers. But 
more, all this inconsistency gives a handle to the 
adversary, who gladly seizes it. 

What mocking do we hear of the scanty results 
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of missionary efforts, or among the half-heathen at 
home ! Are there not modern Sanballats about us, 
crying, " What do these feeble JewsP Will they 
fortify themselves? Will they sacrifice? . . . 
will they revive the stones out of the heaps of 
the rubbish which are burned^' (Tfehemiah iv. 2). 
Will our missionaries make Christians of canni- 
bals? Will they ennoble the treacherous Indians? 
Will they civilize the degraded Negroes? Or the 
Bushmen, who are by some accounted as nearer 
to the brutes than to man, shall they also become 
Christians? Their converts (is their cry) are a 
by-word. "Even that which they build, if a 
fox go up, he shall even break their stone wall " 
(Neh. iv. 3). 

Is this triumph well grounded? Certainly not. 
We may lay it down as a sure principle that 
seeming failure is no triumph to the enemy ; no 
ground for despair to the workers for God. 

The latter touches us most closely. Let us 
view it in this aspect, for our encouragement — ^the 
encouragement of us, the ministers. Let us bend 
our knees in earnest and hopeful prayers, and we 
shall then learn, that He who allowed His disciples 
to well nigh perish in the deep, will never forsake 
us : and in the darkest night " The Lord shall be 
to thee an everlasting light" (Isa. Ix. 19). 

The difficulty, or the seeming failure, was fore- 
seen by our Lord, and foretold in many passages of 
Holy Writ. It was foreshone in this very miracle. 

With this express signification, "the net brake," 
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the miracle was marred. It was not a mere 
miracle of mercy, but it was a miracle of Divine 
teaching: ''Jesus said unto Simon, 'Fear not;' 
from henceforth thou shalt catch men.'' 

The net brake, not by chance, but to show that 
the gospel net would in some cases break ; not 
only that many would refuse to enter in, but that 
many would break away from the law which they 
had accepted. 

In all ages of the Church there have been many 
Demases, and '^the love of many have waxed 
cold." There have been, and there will be, many 
backsliders in heart. Must we, therefore, the 
ministers of the gospel, surcease our efforts? 
Shall we lie down in despair, and say, " There is 
no hope P " " Ephraim is given to idols : let him 
alone." Where, then, would be our faith and 
patience P or where would be our wisdom P 

Failure, or rather partial failure, may be called 
the law of progress, in our fallen condition. 
Human life is full of failures. Successive failures 
are in some cases the steps by which men climb 
to success. All the various arts are learnt through 
failures. Even in field sports the hunter learns 
by missing how to hit; and in the business of 
life how many fail, while others succeed. In the 
various schemes for the good of our fellow-men, 
in works of charity, how often the seeming kind- 
ness results in evil ; either those who most need 
the help are overlooked, or it is given to those who 
do not need it. 
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In the discoyeries of science, how much error is 
mixed with truth! How much evil is mingled 
with the good. Again and again "the net^^ of 
human effort (though guided by God's providence) 
"breaks/' and the result (all but secured) "goes 
out again into the deep." 

But, in their daily occupation, men do not 
therefore give up their endeavours. Business 
proceeds ; science progresses. Thank God, kind- 
ness is not wholly wasted, gratitude is not un- 
known. " The children of this world are wise in 
their generation;" therefore so let it be with 
"the children of light." "Whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, a necessity is 
laid upon me : yea, woe is unto me if I preach not 
the gospel.'' 

Missionaries must and will go forth. Parish 
priests must and will pursue their inobtrusive 
course. Men and women, moved by the Spirit 
of God, will seek the miserable, the afflicted, and 
restore the lost. 

Oh 1 my dear brethren, unite your fervent 
prayers with them; and for yourselves, see that 
ye escape not from the gospel net, for then you 
would go away into the deep of an aimless exist- 
ence. Thank God, all our endeavours will not 
end in £ulure. Alas! some break through the 
net ; but by the grace of God many are gathered 
in, and brought safely within the gospel net. 

There is another miracle like this, yet in one 
respect unlike. You may find it in St. John xxi. 
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6 — 11. It occurred after the Resurrection. The 
miracle recorded by St. Luke took place in the 
earlier period of our Lord's ministry. In the 
earlier miracle the net "brake;" in the latter 
" they drew the net to land, fiill of great fishes," 
" and for all there were so many, yet was not the 
net broken." Of these two miracles, the first was 
a type upon the earth, the other was a type of the 
Church above. 

"Lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindred, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands" — ^the pledge of victory, beyond 
all failure, one great success. " Those whom My 
Father hath given Me, I have kept ; and no man 
is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand." 

Oh! how glorious is that gift! Oh, how blessed 
for those who follow the Lamb ; blessed for those 
who keep His commandments; blessed even for 
those who, though they have grievously sinned, yet, 
having truly repented, are graciously accepted ! 

" Be ye, then, dear brethren, as those who are 
begotten again unto a lively hope, to an inherit- 
ance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation." 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE PALSIED WILL 



St. Matthew viii. 6, 7. 

" Lordy my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, 
grievously tormented. And Jesus saith tmto him^ 
I will come cmd heal him,^^ 

If leprosy be a fit type of moral impurity, palsy 
is not less strikingly a type of moral weakness. 
Accordingly we may see in the conduct of the 
two men set before us in the gospel^ types of two 
spiritual conditions. The leper comes of his own 
accord ; feeling his misery, he kneels and prays, 
and is healed. The palsied man lies helpless upon 
his bed, while his master pleads for him ; but 
Jesus, ever compassionate, shows Himself ready to 
seek and to save those that are lost. He responds 
to the centurion^s appeal : " I will come and heal 
him." 

In this miracle, therefore, we have a type of 
the sinner in his helplessness. The sinner, touched 
with remorse, like the leper, is overwhelmed with 
the burden of guilt. The iron goes into his soul ; 
and he cries, " 1 acknowledge my faults, and my 
26] 
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sin is ever before me " (Ps. li. 3). But little does 
he suspect his moral weakness. He says without 
hesitation, " I go, sir/' He has no suspicion that 
he can return " as the dog to his own vomit again, 
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire" (2 Pet. ii. 22). And yet how often, 
again and again, may he fall ! and even then he 
can hardly believe in his frailty. . 

It is an awful crisis in a man's life when he 
realizes the feebleness of his own will ! " Griev- 
ously is he tormented." What torment can be 
greater ? He sees before him the abyss of despair, 
and yet he cannot turn his eye from the tempt- 
ation. 

Oh, may God in His infinite mercy deliver us 
from going down into the pit of destruction I 

But who of us (though not so far gone) is not 
ignorant of the instability of the will ? Who has 
not had cause to lament the very deed which 
he had vowed he would not do ? 

We see it in others. We almost take it for 
granted that they will fail. Have* we pondered 
over the same inconsistency in ourselves ? Strange 
mystery (the consequent of the fall), can our 
present resolutions bind us for the future ? If 
not, can we remain satisfied with such uncertainty P 

Have you (my brethren) earnestly considered 
what will be the consequences of this frailty of 
purpose ? — this instability of the wiU ? Whatever 
dire consequences we have seen in others^ will 
surely be realized in ourselves, unless we seek 
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(until we find) a strength and firmness of purpose 
beyond our ovm. For this very cause Christ came 
down from heaven to save us from our own frailty. 
He came, not merely to speak the word of comfort 
and then to leave us in abject bondage to the 
chain of evil habit. He came to renew our fallen 
nature ; to give life, vigour, growth, beauty, and 
strength. This was His purpose, and His power 
was, and still is, commensurate. 

As surely as He cleanses the foulness of the 
polluted leper, so surely He strengthens the ancle- 
bones, infuses vigour into the feeble muscles, and 
knits the whole frame of the no longer paralytic, 
if only he be willing to be saved. 

As surely as Christ forgives the penitent, so 
surely He bestows the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
and strengthens him to resist the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Never therefore (dear brethren) despair; but 
go to Him who is mighty to save. Go to Him in 
your weakness for power, as you go to Him in 
guilt to find mercy ; or in pollution for purity. 

Go in faith, but go in earnest ; for ihefeebkness 
of will is the very death-mask of sin ! Sin is a 
defect of the will. The upright will is according 
to God's will, but the perverted will rebels against 
that will, and runs contrary ; just as the feeble 
will wavers and therefore errs from the right. 

Go again to Christ, your only Saviour, and 
beseech Him to bestow upon you the greatest of 
all gifts — " a perfect heart.'* 
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To thy dearest fnend on earth thou wouldst 
shun to reveal thy whole heart in all its windings. 
But to Him Who knows thine every thoaght thou 
mayest go. He has undergone temptation^ and 
can therefore feel for the tempted ; while He hate% 
the sin, He love% the sinner ; and while He 
compassionates thy misery, He removes the 
cause of it. 

Do you dread the power of the Evil One? 
Christ will give you a holy courage to face your 
enemy boldly. " Sin shall not have dominion 
over you/' for Jesus will enable you to say, " / 
fcill run the way of thy commandments, when 
Thou has set mine heart at liberty." 

Go to Him in this spirit, and you will not be 
disappointed. Thousands of penitent sinners have 
found strength, and health, and refreshment^ and 
why shouldest not thou ? 

Learn, therefore, how that holy strength of 
purpose is given ; and so you will be the more 
encouraged to seek until you find. Consider how 
first came into your heart the wish for power to 
overcome sin. It did not come of itself ; it did not 
come from your own heart ; but it was God^s gift 
through Jesus Christ. It is He, who by His Holy 
Spirit has put into our hearts an earnest longing 
for holiness. The first hatred of sin is also the 
gift of His grace ; and this deep hatred does, for a 
time, drive us back with horror from the thought 
of sin. This awful fear of sin is God's gift, to 
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help US to climb the first steps of the ladder of 
penitence. 

But after a while, unless we watch and pray, 
the dread of sin subsides ; the temptation is strong, 
the mil wavers, and the penitent is then in great 
danger of falling back into the sin of which he 
had repented. 

1. Beware, therefore, of listlessness and indiflfer- 
ence. Fill up the vacant hours of business with 
deeds of kindness, or with pleasant converse with 
your friends, or in giving pleasure to little children 
in their games. Never be idle; idleness is the 
devil's opportunity; in idleness the old familiar 
thoughts recur, the accustomed pleasure allures, 
the foulness of the sin goes off, and the miserable 
man is again wallowing in the mire. 

Keep yourself then well occupied ; fully and 
well. Make it a conscience that, "Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might '' 
(Eccl. ix. 10). Whatever you imdertake, if inno- 
cent, persevere until your work is finished, unless 
you are called away for some higher duty. When 
weary of hard work, find some innocent amuse- 
ment ; and seek the company of those who are 
pure and good. 

2. But, above all, seek to " grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Saviour Jesus Christ.'' 
Draw near to God, your heavenly Father, through 
Jesus Christ your Saviour, in prayer, and the study 
of God's holy word ; and, with penitent heart and 
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steadfast purpose, approach your Saviour in the 
sacrament of His death. 

So, by the grace of God, the purer, higher, and 
nobler pleasures will be strengthened, and the 
allurements of the lower will be weakened. 

In the union of heavenly meditations and active 
duty, your good principles will be fortified ; the 
heart and mind will be braced. Your will will 
come under the control of the highest motives, 
and gain strength for good. 

Just as evil habit weakens our good will, so 
good habit strengthens it. 

Devotion and diligence will confirm your good 
resolutions : or rather Christ will do it, for the 
power is of Him. 



Digitized 



by Google 



POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE. YES OR NO. 



St. Mark ix. 24. 
" Lordy I helieve ; help Thou mine tmheliefj^ 

Belief and unbelief stand side by side, but they 
are not of equal value ; for tbe one is positive, the 
other is negative. The one says '* Yes,'' the other 
says " No." " Yes " acknowledges the truth of a 
proposition ; " No " denies it. 

You may naturally say, " My ' No ' is as good as 
your * Yes ' : " but on further consideration I think 
you will agree with me, that " No '' cannot, in the 
nature of things, be equal to " Yes/' Ten men 
may say honestly and truly, according to their 
knowledge, that no rain fell yesterday, but the 
positive evidence of one man, that he saw and felt 
the rain, wiU counterbalance the negative evidence 
of the ten. " Tea " is a power : " No " is weak. 

Faithy even in this life, has accomplished great 
results : Unbelief heLS never accomplished anything. 

I mil is a motive power. 

I wonH is simply obstructive. 

How far more glorious is light than darkness — 
27] 
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^ POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE. YES OR NO. 

light, the outpouring of one of God's breatliless 
creatures, formed expressly for the eye of man 
and his fellow-denizens on earth; darkness the 
mere absence of light. 

All error, like sin, is negative, that is, founded 
on " No : '' for it is contradictory to truth, as sin 
is contradictory to goodness. Observe how many 
names of evil things are compounded with no or 
not : impure, untrue, ungrateful, disobedient : that 
is, not true, not grateful, &c. 

Think it over, and you will find a long catalogue 
of vile things which are distinguished from the 
good by one or other of those little particles 
equivalent to no, which we affix to the names of 
things which we esteem, to express the notion of 
things which we despise. And, in fact, whatever 
is vile has no right to any other name than one 
compounded with negation; because bad is the 
absence of good, just as darkness is the absence 
of light. 

If man had never fallen into sin, if he had 
remained pure and true and good, even though 
evil had been presented to him from without, I 
believe that we should never have uttered positive 
names for anything wicked or false. Such words 
as hatred, wrath, strife, falsehood, and the like, 
would never have been known. It is the sin 
within ourselves that has led us to think and speak 
otherwise. 

If our language were perfect, we should see at 
a glance that all m/, whether in morals or belief. 
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is the contradictory of good, and consequently 
rests upon the baseless foundation of no ; which is 
no foundation at all. 

Apply, therefore, this test to the teaching of 
the Bible, to the records of the creation," to the 
fall of man, and to the restoration of the fallen, by 
the great doctrine of sacrifice, foreshadowed in the 
Old Testament, by the sacrifices of the Mosaic law, 
and fulfilled in the New Testament by the offering 
upon the Cross by Jesus. 

It is not in the Bible only that the goodness of 
the creation, and the uprightness of man as he 
came from the hand of God, is recognized. It is 
not the Jews only, nor is it the Christian Church 
alone, that have looked back with yeUrnings that 
could not be suppressed, to the golden age of 
innocence. Among all nations on the face of the 
world are heard the cries of humanity for deliver- 
ance from the galling yoke of evil : and in every 
race the need of sacrifice is recognized, in the 
words of the prophet : " Wheremth shall I come 
before the Lordy and bow myself before the high 
God ? Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, 
with calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil ? Shall I give my first-born for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soulV (Mic. vi. 6, 7). 

Listen to St. Paul : " I find (he says) a law, 
that, when I would do good, evil is present with 
me. For I delight in the law of God after the 
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4 POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE, YES OR NO. 

inward man: but I see another law in my members^ 
warring against the law of the mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members. O, wretched man that I am! 
Who shall deliver me from this body of death ? " 
(Rom. vii. 21—24). But he adds, " I thank God 
through Jesus Christ " (Rom. vii. 25) . And again : 
"There is, therefore, now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death '' (Rom. viii. 
1, 2). 

Whence then came these yearnings of the soul 
for the recovery of lost innocence? Whence 
came the eager gaze, the lifting up of the heart 
to " new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleih 
righteousness?" (2 St. Peter iii. 13). 

Is this the feeble cry of a weakened intellect ? 
I answer that the noblest intellects have bowed 
before the cross. The most accomplished scholars, 
the bravest soldiers, the most learned students, 
the keenest men of business, the rich and the 
poor, the young and the old, have confessed them- 
selves sinners in the sight of Qod, and have sought 
reconciliation with their Maker, and " made peace 
through the blood of the cross '* (Col. i. 20). 

Here, then, we have before us the great fact 
that the gospel has prevailed : it has been accepted 
by men of all conditions ; they have lived by it, 
they have died in peace and joyful anticipation of 
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life eternal. This is positive evidence. Our Lord 
on one occasion said to His disciples, "Will ye 
also go away P '* Peter answered, " Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure that thou art 
that Christ, the Son of the living God " (St. John 
vi. 68, 69). 

True indeed, that same disciple shortly after- 
wards denied his Lord under the pressure of fear: 
but one glance from His merciful eye touched the 
heart of the apostle, and "Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly '^ (St. Luke xxii. 61, 62). 

The early writers after the death of the apostles 
agree that Peter was crucified ; and Origen records 
a very touching incident — that Peter, at his own 
request, was crucified with his head downwards, 
deeming himself unworthy to suffer exactly as His 
Lord had suffered. 

From the first persecution, in which Stephen, 
" full of the Holy Ghost," and looking up stead- 
fastly into heaven, " saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God," laid 
down his Ufe, calling upon God, and saying, 
" Lord, lay not this sin to their charge,'^ all through 
intervening ages, until now, men have been found 
ready to suffer for Christ's sake, even unto death • 
and not only strong men, but timid women; 
mothers with their infants beside them ; and even 
children trained by Christian parents, have dared 
to die for Christ. 

These are positive testimonies to the truth of 
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6 POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE. YES OR NO. 

the noble principles of the Bible. Can we counter- 
balance them by mere negatives P . " J believe " is 
a power : it is a principle : it can be verified. " / 
don't believe '^ has no such power. Belief says, 
" Tea," it can be verified. Unbelief says, *' No.'^ 
But " No " is nothing ; it is weak ; it cannot be 
verified. 

Let us now take a wider view of the subject. 

The wonderful consistency of purpose, and the 
identity of principles, which may be traced in the 
Sacred Scriptures, afford the strongest proof, not 
merely of the Divine origin of the Bible, as received 
by a believer ; but it is also a proof of the exist- 
ence of a Divine (or, or least, of a superhuman) 
Being. 

It seems impossible to account for the existence 
of a Book so composed, as we know the Bible to 
have been composed, on any other supposition 
than that it came from God. It is the most con- 
sistent instance of design, steadfast, long-continued, 
opposed to many of the currents of human opinions, 
purposes, and passions ; and yet carried on from 
age to age by feeble human instruments ; developed 
in spite of, nay by means of, hatred, opposition, 
and not unfrequently apparent defeat — a purpose 
requiring infinite wisdom to conceive, infinite 
goodness to adopt, infinite power to execute, 
infinite tenderness, to bear with the obstinate 
resistance, and thankless rejection of those for 
whose benefit it was devised. 

To put this in the clearest light. No sooner 
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had our first parents fallen from their upright- 
ness than the promise of redemption was given. 
The seed of the woman should bruise the serpent^s 
head, but not without a sacrifice: "It shall 
bruise his heel." The oflTering of Cain, the 
fruit of the ground, was rejected. The offering of 
Abel, the " Slain Lamb/' was accepted. 

The Scripture does not merely reveal facts, but 
insists upon certain principles. In particular it 
insists upon those dispositions which are required 
for a reception of a revelation (as such), while it 
protests against those dispositions which incline 
men to reject such revelation. 

For instance — " Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes" (St. Matt. xi. 25). ''If any man tvill do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine '^ (St. John 
vii. 17). '^ The fool hath said in his heart. There 
is no God " (Ps. xiv. 1). '' To this man will I 
look, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at My word" (Isa. Ixvi. 2). 

This Union of principles^ with the revelation of 
facts, is a peculiar note of truth. Mere myths and 
legends never anticipate objections, because they 
were never intended to command belief. 

Heresiarchs and impostors seldom profess to 
base their theories upon historical facts : or if they 
do, it is a basis so palpably unsound that it is 
difficult to believe that they themselves are satisfied 
with it. 

An historical foundation gives substance to 
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faith^ and embodies principles — those very princi- 
ples which are involved in the reception of a 
revelation. 

Two chapters of the Bible suflSced to record the 
creation, the innocence, the happiness of man. 
The whole of what remains is occupied with his 
redemption. Fitly, therefore, in every portion 
of the sacred Volume is found some reference to 
Him through whom redemption came : not merely 
here and there, by the way, but perpetually and 
systematically the thought of the Divine Redeemer 
is suggested to the attentive reader, or so promi- 
nently set forth that no reader can escape it. 

In type and figure; by ordinances and provi- 
dences; in the words of prophecy, whether mystical 
or literal ; by a wonderful impersonation, as in the 
Psalms ; in historical records ; in the words of 
admiration, love, adoration, — teaching, comforting, 
healing, reproving, suffering, triumphant, is He 
presented to our faith. Who is our only hope and 
trust. He is the one Object of Desire, for Whom 
we see in Holy Scripture the whole creation 
groaning (Isa. xxvi. 8 ; Hagg. ii. 7). He is the one 
Physician of the soul,*to Whom in Holy Scripture 
we see the sick approaching. He is the One Way 
of Life and the One Fountain of Truth, by Whom 
in Scripture we see men pressing into everlasting 
life, and to Whom we see them coming to draw 
t^je life-giving waters of heavenly wisdom. He 
is the One Spouse of the Church, towards Whom 
we see in the closing pages of the Scriptures all 
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faithful hearts turning with love and reverence 
(St. Matt. ix. 12; St. Luke viii. 43; St. Matt, 
xiv. 25 ; St. John xiv. 6 ; St. Luke xvi. 16 ; 
St. John iv. 14; St. Matt. xxv. 6—10; 2 Cor. 
xi. 2). 

We all long for happiness. We are all trying 
more or less earnestly to raise ourselves to a better 
condition ; but as long as we seek our happiness 
in this life only, we must be disappointed. If you 
ask why ? I answer, It is because God has pre- 
pared a better, purer, nobler life for us : a life 
that never ends. 

God made man in His own image. Alas ! he 
fell; therefore until we are conformed to His 
likeness, we shall never be satisfied. " As for 
me,'' says the Psalmist, " I will behold Thy pre- 
sence in righteousness : and when I awake up 
after Thy likeness, I shall be satisfied with it " 
(Ps. xvii. 16). 

But perhaps you may say, " God is far away 
beyond our reach ; we cannot see Him, how then 
can we love Him ? " Yes, God is beyond our gaze, 
beyond the reach of our understanding, but not 
beyond our faith and love if we draw near to Him 
in Jesus. God sent His Son into the world, that 
in the loving face of Jesus we may see God and 
live. 

" Jesus stood and cried," saying, " If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. He that 
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water ; " and 
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He fiilfiUed the promise on the day of Pentecost. 
He is ready to fulfil it for each of us if we are 
willing. 

Are you willing ? Will you say " Yes *' ? or 
will you say " No " ? 

If you say " Yes " — though you say it with 
doubt and fear — ^if you cry, " Lord, I believe ; help 
Thou mine unbelief ,'^ He will show you that *^ all 
things aH possible to him that believeth ** (St. Mark 
ix. 23). 

If^on the other hand, you say "No," how will you 
go about to establish the negation ? Where can 
you find a word that will serve as a foundation- 
stone for an edifice which is destitute of substance ? 
It A& impossible. 

Between these positions there is a middle term. 
It is the position of doubt, perplexity, and hesita- 
tion. The father of the unhappy child expressed 
that condition in the words, '* If Thou canst do 
anything, have compassion on us, and help us." 

Observe the answer of Jesus : ** If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth." 

The effect of these encouraging words did not 
result in immediate full conviction, but they 
strengthened him in his anguish, to cry with tears, 
" Lord, I believe ; help Thou mine unbelief ; " and 
the child was restored to his right mind. 

In ordinary circumstances our mortal life is 
happy or miserable in proportion as we do — or 
neglect to do — our duties faithfully. Some may be 
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POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE. YES OR NO. 11 

called upon to bear severe sufferfng : others may 
enjoy good health and prosperity : but whichever 
of these cohditions befall us, our true wisdom is to 
say, with the father of the afflicted child, " Lord, 
I believe ; help Thou mine imbelief." 
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SYMPATHY IN SOEROW AND IN JOY. 



Romans xii. 15. 

^ Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that wee^P 

The apostle is here laying down the rules of a 
holy life : of which sympathy is one, and one which 
is taught by our blessed Saviour, who was "touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities '' (Heb. iv. 15). 
True sympathy is two-fold — sorrow for the sorrows 
of others, and joy in their joys. If either be 
absent the sympathy is not complete. 

The sympathy with joy is here put first, and 
rightly so ; not because it is the higher duty, but 
because it is more easily overlooked, as a duty. 

You may, perhaps, be inclined to say, " Surely 
it is easy enough to sympathize with the joy of 
the happy and the healthy ; " but how seldom is it 
carried out. Every one acknowledges that to feel 
for the sorrows and troubles of their friends and 
neighbours is a duty ; but few consider it a duty to 
rejoice with their friends and neighbours in their 
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2 SYMPATHY IN SORROW AND IN JOY. 

prosperity. Yet the apostle gives the first place 
to this form of sympathy : " Rejoice with them 
that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.*' 

Turn, then, to the Great Exemplar, the perfect 
pattern of tender love and perfect sympathy. 

How, then, is this double aspect of Christian 
sympathy set forth in the gospel ? 

It is remarkable that our blessed Saviour 
wrought His first miracle at a marriage, the mar- 
riage in Cana of Galilee (the first manifestation of 
power). There was also a manifestation of sympathy 
with the natural joys of humanity. His gracious 
presence sanctified the marriage-feast ; and at the 
same time, by His mighty miracle of turning water 
into wine. He transformed the elements of nature : 
the good wine kept to the last was the type of 
enduring and ever-increasing joy, while at the same 
time He provided for the pleasure of the guests. 

Our blessed Lord, then, is here set before us 
as the minister of joy in the first miracle ; show- 
ing Himself in sympathy with the brighter side 
of human life. Although He ever had before 
Him the bitter agony of the cross, the shame, and 
the awful darkness, He foresaw the time when 
He would be " despised and rejected of men ; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." 

One bright miracle He wrought for the happy 
bride and bridegroom, and their guests ; and from 
that moment until He cried upon the cross, " It is 
finished,'^ He devoted Himself to the ministry of 
mercy, with all His trials ever before Him. 
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Most of His miracles were closely allied to 
sorrow and suflTering. He did, indeed, bring re- 
lief to the sufferer and joy to the mourner ; but 
the very act of healing brought before Him those 
many thousand sufferers for whom no healer was 
at hand. 

Sometimes He ministered with tears : at other 
times with groans. In Him were fulfilled the 
words of the prophet, *^ He is despised and rejected 
of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief." " He hath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows — smitten of God, and afflicted .... 
and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all " (Isa. liii. 1—6). 

Oh ! what sympathy was this P — not mere com- 
passion for the sufferer, but real suffering with 
him. 

He tasted human woes in His own soul and body : 
'* He was wounded for our transgressions. He was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him ; and with His stripes we 
are healed " (Isa. liii. 5). 

Yet, even here, from the dark cloud of sorrow 
and suffering, there shone a gleam of joy : " He 
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satis- 
ned'' (Isa. Uii. 1—6). 

Oh, then, let us endeavour to imitate Him, in 
His tender pity for the sorrows of the poor, the 
sick, and the mourners. Thank God, I know that 
many of you are ever ready to sympathize with 
friends and neighbours, and to help them in their 
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4 SYMPATHY IN SORROW AND IN JOY. 

troubles. I know nothing more touching^ more 
Christ-like, than the readiness of the poor to help 
alid comfort their neighbours in times of sickness 
or other troubles. 

It is, indeed, among the labouring class^ wiih 
few exceptions, the wife and not the husband who 
acts the good Samaritan, for his work calls him 
away from home from morning until evening is 
closing in. 

There is another form of Christian love almost 
(if not quite) as touching as that which we have 
been reviewing ; it is when the sad, the sorrowful, 
and the sorely-tried throw themselves cheerfully 
into the innocent pleasures of the young and 
happy. It is a glorious victory over self to " re- 
/wee with them that do rejoice; " when themselves 
weeping, they would fain ask for the tears of 
others on their own behalf. Wherever this un- 
selfish sympathy is seen, we see one of the most 
beautiful sights upon the earth ; we see one who 
is like Christ. In these tried souls, sorrow has 
brought forth its rightful fruits — tenderness, and 
sympathy that vibrates to the touch of every 
human trouble. 

What, then, is the reward of these tried s^rv^antsi 
of their suflFering Master ? It is, that in feeling 
for the sorrows of others, they are themselves 
comforted ; and in sympathizing with the happy y. 
their joy is reflected upon themsdves. 

Perfect sympathy is perfect love, and perfect 
love is perfect joy ; perfect in its nature, and ever- 
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lasting, because it draws these loving souls to the 
feet of God. 

Let us pray God to give us kind consideration 
for one another. If God gives us health and 
strength and good cheerful spirits^ let us go to 
the bed-side of our sick neighbours, istnd try to 
cheer them in their loneliness, and sympathize 
with them in pain and weariness. If their heart 
is sad and sorrowful, try to lead them to their 
Saviour, who has not forgotten aU that He en- 
dured for our redemption ; "for we have not an 
High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin " (Heb. iv. 15). 

If it has pleased God to lay upon you sorrow, 
or sickness, or if troubles find their way into your 
home, or your business, do not despair, but trust 
that God will make for you a way of escape ; He 
will send to you a Comforter, even the Holy Spirit 
of God ; and if it be for your good. He will also 
send to you some kind friend who will weep for 
you in your sorrow, and rejoice with you, when 
the cloud of grief has faded away under the sun« 
shine of God's gracious love. 
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TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS. 



1 CORINl^HIANS ix. 25. 

" Every man that strivethfor the mastery is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a car- 
ruptible crown ; hut we an incorruptible.** 

The Christian converts in Corinth were surrounded 
by heathen unbelievers. Before their conversion 
by the preaching of St. Paul they were idolaters ; 
and had taken pleasure in the Isthmean games. 
These games and contests^ consisted in boxing, 
wrestling, leaping, running, quoiting, and hurKng 
the spear. The competitors were subject to a long, 
and severe course of training, without which they 
could not possibly win the prize. 

It was, therefore, very natural that St. Paul 
shoidd compare the Christian warfare against sin^ 
with the hardships and self-denials of the Grecian 
athletes. For each of the winners the prize held 
forth a crown. In the case of the heathen it was 
a corruptible crown ; but in the case of the 
Christian it is the crown incorruptible. The one 
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prize was a fading laurel wreath ; the other is a 
crown of glory, imperishable ; a crown of rejoicing, 
a crown of righteousness, a crown of life eternal, 
for those who are faithful unto death. 

But the apostle does not merely compare the 
Christian athlete with the heathen : he draws out 
a principle. That principle is, that whether we 
seek for a fading crown, or a crown immortal ; if 
we woidd gain the prize, tee must, in striving for 
the mastery, be temperate in all things. 

In the Olympic games each man ran for himself: 
but one only coidd be crowned. In the Christian 
race, heaven is the goal ; and the success of one is 
no hindrance to the others. Blessed be God, the 
feeblest Christian^ who is true-hearted and per- 
severes to the end, ** shall receive a crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away " (1 Pet. v. 4). 

Therefore the humblest, feeblest Christian, if he 
is sincere in his endeavours, wiU win the prize. 

Not saints and martyrs only, but little children 
and trembling penitents can say, by the grace of 
God, ** I therefore run, not as uncertainly; so ^ght 
I, not as one that beateth the air," that is, " My 
efforts are not spent in vain.'' 

Whether we are helpless, and feeble, and 
dependent as little children ; or whether we are 
strong men toiling in worldly business ; or whether 
we are laid prostrate by severe illness ; or whether 
we are steeped in poverty — whatever our Condition 
in the world may be, we can obtain a crown, 
eternal in the heavens, that fadeth not away. 
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For the poorest and meanest servant of God, 
Christ died. 

For the king upon his throne ; for the men of 
science ; for those who are guides and teachers of 
their fellows ; for simple workmen, and even for 
little children, there is but one way to obtain the 
incorruptible crown; and that way is to be 
'^ temperate in all things.'' 

"Temperance in all things" is St. Paul's 
motto ; and St. Peter gives the same advice. " Be 
sober,'' he said, " be vigilan ^ " ( 1 Pet. v. 8) ; and again 
St. Paul writes, " Let your moderation be known 
unto all men " (Phil. iv. 5). David also says, " I 
refrain my soul, and keep it low, like as a child 
that is weaned from his mother: yea, my soul 
is even as a weaned child " (Ps. cxxxi 3). 

All these passages express a great principle — 
moderation, temperance, sobriety : not only in meat 
and drink, but in all earthly pleasures. 

Nothing more certainly hardens a man's heart 
than excess in bodily pleasures — eating, drinking, 
and sloth : and those who are in good health and 
good spirits, and have sufficiency in worldly wealth, 
need the voice of the apostle more than those who 
are poorly provided. Bemember how " the rich 
man fared sumptuously every day : but in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments," while the 
poor beggar, Lazarus, *' was carried by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom." 

Observe that St, Paul bids the Christian to be 
temperate in all things. Not only in sticcess and 
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progperUf/ ; but even in the love of earthly relations 
and friends. See how he exclauns, "What! 
mean ye to weep and break my heart ? for I am 
ready not to be bound only^ bnt also to die at 
Jerusalem for the Name of the Lord Jesus '^ (Acts 
xxi 13). "I would that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope " (1 Thess. iv. 13). 

We have but a frail hold upon the nearest and 
dearest of earthly friends and relations : the loving 
wife may be cut off in a moment, when God caUs 
her to a better home^ leaving her little ones, and 
her widowed husband to do a double duty. 

Or, again, the head of the house may be taken 
away, leaving the widow and the children to 
struggle through the world, without the support 
and guidance of an earthly father. 

Even in the enjoyments of religion we must 
exercise temperance. In the fervour of religious 
feeling there is danger of excess. The pleasures 
of religion are not to take the place of duty. The 
popular preacher becomes an idol to the excited 
hearer. The best and purest joys, if too much 
indulged and sought after as an end, become a 
snare; for then there is a serious danger of 
shunning irksome duties. Wisely, therefore, does 
the apostle lay before us the absolute duty of 
temperance (or moderation) in all things. Temperate 
in the enjoyment even of spiritual^ as well as in 
earthly joys. 

This lesson of sobriety, and temperance, and 
moderation, is hardest for the young, the healtiiy 
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and the eager-minded, whose temptation is to 
expend their energies in the pleasures which come 
before them, whether they be sensual, or the love 
of friends and relations ; and even in the enjoyment 
of ihe pleasures of religion there is danger. 

Pray, therefore, my dear young friends, that 
God may help you to be calm, steadfast, patient, 
earnest, looking forward to the end. 

When earthly pleasures spread their bright 
colours before you ; when sweet songs ring in your 
ears, and dreams of love picture for you a joyous 
life for many years, kneel down in the presence of 
God. Behold Jesus on the Cross pouring out His 
precious blood for you ; and beseech Him to put 
into your heart such love towards Him, that you 
will shrink back with dread from forsaking His 
holy service. When temptation comes upon you, 
remember that you are sworn soldiers of the cross. 

What, then, have you to do with the pomps 
and vanities of the world, and the lusts of the 
flesh ? " Your treasure is in heaven ,^^ for Jesus 
has ascended into the Holy of Holies to prepare a 
place for you ; " there let your heart be also." 

Your crown is (by the grace of God) a bright 
immortal diadem that never fades. But remember 
that He who now holds up that crown before you, 
once hung upon the cross. 

The cross is the measure of the world. The 
shadow of the cross dims the sunshine of all mere 
earthly brightness, and tones down all earthly 
joys to the soberness of truth. The cross of Christ 
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6 TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS, 

demands thy soul, thine heart, thy strength. Wilt 
thou not then give thy all to Him who died for 
theeP 

Dear brethren, I will not cast away hope for 
you, for Christ loves you, and He it is who bids 
me to plead with you. Listen to His loving call 
— His voice so fiill of love ! I know not why any 
one of you should be cast away. He Himself it 
is who speaks to you by the mouth of His minister : 
Hear therefore His loving call : He will give you 
grace and power to strive for mastery over tempt- 
ation ; and when that victory is won, He will 
assuredly bestow upon you not a corruptible 
crown, but an incorruptible. 
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